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LIST  of  the  ABSENTEES 

O F 

IRELAND. 

AND 

An  Eftimate  of  the  Yearly  Value  of  their  Eftates 
and  Incomes  fpent  Abroad. 

WITH 

Observations  on  the  Trade  and  Manufactures  of  IRELAND, 
and  the  Means  to  encourage,  improve,  and  extend  them ; 
with  fome  Reafons  why  GREAT-BR1TAIN  fhould  be 
more  indulgent  to  IRELAND,  in  particular  Points  of 
T rade. 

ALSO, 

Some  Reafons  and  Obfervations  why  Abfentees  fhould  be  obliged  to 
contribute  to  the  Support  and  Welfare  of  the  Country  they  derive 
their  Honours,  Eftates,  and  Incomes  from. 

Humbly  fubmitted  to  the  Confideration  of  the 
Legidature  of  IRELAND. 

THE  SIXTH  EDITION. 

In  this  Edition  the  Lift  of  the  Abfentees  are  greatly  amended, 
and  fet  forth,  as  they  flood  in  the  Year  1782. 

TO  WHICH  IS  ADDED, 

NOTES  AND  AN  APPENDIX, 

Containing  rome  material  Tran fa<51  ions  that  have  occurred  iince  the 
Publication  of  the  former  Edit. on,  1769.  With  Obfervations 
upon  them,  and  the  feveral  Acts  of  Parliament  pailc-d  Cnee. 

Vincit  Amor  Patri 
Si  quid  nouifti  reclius  ijlis , 

Candiduf  'imperii  \ Si  non , his  utcre  mecutn „ 

DUBLIN: 

PRINTED  BY  T.  T.  FAULKNER,  IN  PARLIAMENT-STREET. 
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A C E, 

The  Abfentees  fet  forth  in  the  former  Edi- 
tions of  this  Treatife,  were  clafled  fo  as  to  fhew 
thofe  that  lived  condantly  abroad  j thofe  who  lived 
generally  abroad  and  vifit  Ireland  occafionally  for 
a very  fhort  Time,  and  thofe  who  live  generally 
in  Ireland , but  were  occafionally  abfent  : This 
lad  Clafs  may  well  be  confidered  as  to  the  Value 
of  their  Eftates  in  the  Light  of  the  other  Claffes, 
for  if  fome  come  Home  others  go  Abroad  to 
fupply  their  Places. 

But  that  Method  of  clafiing  the  Abfentees  has 
been  found  Fault  with,  as  many  Errors  have  un- 
avoidably crept  in,  and  it  is  thought  better  to 
give  the  Lift  of  Abfentees  in  general  alphabeti- 
cally digeded  and  computed  down  to  about 
Chridmas,  1782,  and  leave  it  to  the  Knowledge, 
Judgment,  and  Difcretion  of  the  Readers  to 
clafs  and  rate  them  *,  and  alfo,  to  make  fuch  Al- 
lowance for  Expences  and  Management,  as  they 
fhall  think  belt. 

We  mud  here  premife  that  in  printing  the 
following  Lids  the  utmod  Care  and  greated  In- 
quiries have  been  made  ufe  of  to  prevent  Mif- 
takes  in  rating  the  Value  of  Edates  and  Employ- 
ments, making  Computations,  and  finding  out 
who  are  Abfentees,  yet  no  Doubt;  there  mud 
from  the  Nature  of  fo  complicated  a Work  of 
A 2 this 
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this  Kind  be  many  Errors  and  Miftakes,  which 
as  they  are  by  no  Means  intentional,  and  the  re- 
moteft  Offence  or  Difrefpedt  are  not  meant,  no 
one  ought  to  be  offended  or  difobliged  *,  and  par- 
ticularly as  the  only  Intention  in  this  Publication 
is  in  Order  to  bring  to  Light  and  afcertain  as  far 
as  we  are  able,  an  Account  of  the  immenfe  Sums 
that  are  remitted  from  this  Kingdom  to  our  Ab- 
fentees,  and  to  which  it  is  but  too  obvious,  the 
diftreffed  State  of  this  Nation  is  fo  much  owing. 

The  Printer,  in  Order  to  redtify  any  Miftakes, 
and  to  make  the  Lift  as  correct  as  poftible,  re- 
quefts  the  Affiftance  of  Gentlemen  in  their  differ- 
ent Counties  to  fet  the  fame  Right,  and  tranfmit 
the  Names  of  fuch  Abfentees  and  the  true  Value 
of  their  Eftates  as  come  to  their  Knowledge,  and 
which  lb  all  be  inferted  and  fet  Right. 

It  is  thought  proper  to  infert  here  to  fliew  how 
this  Drain  gradually  encreafcs,  the  general  Ab- 
ftract  of  the  Quantity  of  Money  that  was  drawn 
out  of  the  Kingdom  at  the  Time  of  the  Publica- 
tion of  the  third  Edition  of  this  Treatife  in  1769. 

£.  s.  d. 

By  the  Pennoners  comprehended 

in  the  Firft  Clafs,  73*375  0 0 

By  the  other  Pcrfons  of  the  Firft 

Clafs,  371,900  o o 

By  thofe  of  the  Second  Clafs,  108,300  o o 

By  thofe  of  the  Third  Clafs,  92,000  o o 

By  thofe  who  have  Employments 

or  Offices  in  Ireland , 72,200  o o 

By  thofe  whofe  Income  is  under 

^400  Yearly,  60,000  o o 


777,775  o o 

Tra- 


o o 
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Brought  over  £777*77 5 
Travelling  Expences,  Merchants 

and  Traders,  15,000  o o 

Education  of  Youth,  &c.  and  at 

Inns  of  Court,  44,000  o o 

Law  Suits,  &c.  and  Attendance 

for  Employments,  &c.  30,000  o o 

By  the  Eight  Articles  relative  to 

the  Military,  142,207  14  6 

By  Adventurers  to  America , 60,00 o o o 

By  Infurance  of  Ships,  &:c.  40,000  o o 

By  Freight  and  Tonnage  of  Ships  100,000  o o 

By  the  Additional  Articles,  500,000  o o 


1,508,982  14  6 

Gentlemen  will  obferve  the  Notes  with  Refpedl 
to  the  Tranfadlions  that  have  occurred  fince  the 
Publication  of  the  fir  ft  Edition  1767,  with  the 
Oblervation  upon  them,  and  the  leveral  Adis  of 
Parliament  pafled  between  that  Time  and  the 
Publication  of  the  third  Edition  in  1769,  are 
printed  in  black  Charadlers,  and  thofe  fince,  par- 
ticularly the  great  ones,  in  the  laft  Seftions  of 
Parliament,  are  inferted  in  red  Charadlers. 


A N 


alphabetical  list 


O F 

Lords,  Gentlemen,  and  Others, 

Who  having  Eftates,  in  Ireland,  fpend  the  fame 
Abroad;  together  with  an  Eftimate  of  the 
Yearly  Value  of  the  fame. 

A. 

^/^BERCORN  (Lord)  £18,000 

A fh  brook  (Lord)  5000 

Annefly  (Arthur)  Efq.  — * 4000 

Annefley  (Francis)  Efq.  — 2500 

Alexander  — — - Efq.  — iooo 

Afton Efq.  — — • 800 

Afhrpby Efq.  — 1700 

Adair  (Robert)  Efq.  — 1400 

Adair  (James)  Efq^  — 1200 

Allen  (Family)  « — — * 5000 

Albemarle  (Lord)  — xooo 

Afhon  (Mr.)  ~ — 800 

Ambrofe  (Mr.)  — — 600 

Atkinfon  (Dofror)  Diocefe  of  Down, 

Living  and  Eflate  — 1100 

Agar  (Mr.  George)  Co.  Kilkenny  6000 


50,100 

Befborough 
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Brought  over 
B. 

Befborough  (Lord)  — 

£50100 

10000 

Bellew’s  (Lord)  Heirs  — 

4000 

Beaulieu  ( Lord)  — — 

4000 

Bingley’s  (Lord)  Heirs  — 

4000 

Blunden’s  (Lord)  Heirs  — 

4000 

Barry  ('Hon.  John)  — 

4000 

Bernard  (Francis)  Efq.  — 

1 0000 

Bernard  (William)  Efq.  — 

IOOO 

Barry  (Hon.  Richard)  *— 

1000 

Burton  (General ) — — • 

700 

Bazil  (Edmond)  Efq-  — 

4000 

Barry  (Arthur)  Elq.  - — 

1600 

Bridges Efq.  — 

1500 

Butler  Efq.  of  Ballyragget,  County 

Kilkenny  — — 

7000 

Barrymore  (Lord)  — — 

lOOOO 

Boyd  (Alexander)  — 

1200 

Bunbury Efq.  — 

3000 

Baldwin Efq.  — - 

4000 

Butler  (Mr ) — — * 

IOOO 

Barre  (Colonel)  — — • 

600 

Burke  (Mr.  Edmond)  — ~ 

500 

Briftol  (Lord)  Bifhop  of  Derry 

7000 

Bellamont  (Lord)  — 

5000 

Blakeney  (Mr.)  Limerick  — 

2000 

Berkley  (Mrs.)  Widow  of  Bilhop  of  Cloync 
Bloffet  (Widow)  and  three  Daughters 

Belvedere  ^Lady  Dowager)  — 

500 

Browne  (Mr.)  County  Kildare  ■— 

3000 

Bath  (Mr.)  Navan  — 

IOOO 

Burgh  (Mr.)  Bert  — 

.2000 

147700 

Bellmore 


[ 9 ] 


Brought  over  /i 4 7700 

Bellmore  (Lady)  — — 

1000 

Brown  (Hon.  Mr.)  Lord  Kenmare’s  Son 

3000 

Barnard  fSir  William)  — 

3000 

Blacker  (Mr.)  — — 

1500 

Brabazon  (Hon.  Mr  ) Brother  to  Lord 
Meath  — — - 

3000 

Beaufort  (Rev.  Mr  ) Redlor  of  Navan 

3 00 

Barton  (Mr.)  Co.  Tipperary 

0000 

Butler  (Hon.  Mrs  ) Widow  of  the  Hon. 
Robert  Butler  

8 co 

Bagnell  (Mr.)  Junior  — 

600 

Blackwood  (Sir  John)  Bart.  — 

4000 

Batty  (Mr.)  Co.  Weftmeath  — 

1 200 

Blennerhaflet  (Mr.)  Co.  Kerry 

4000 

Blake  (Mr.)  Co  Mayo  * — 

3000 

Boyle  (Mr.)  John  — 

800 

Berry  (Mr ) at  Bath  — — 

400 

Brown  (Mr  ) at  Bath  — 

800 

Bath  ( lrijh  Money  fpent  annually  at) 
Bonham  (Mr.  Warren  Francis) 

1400 

Bangor  fLady)  — — 

i coo 

C. 


Carnarvon  (Marquis  of)  — - 2 500 

Cork  (Earl  of)  — — 6500 

Catherlough’s  (Lord)  Heirs  — 2500 

Courtney  (Lord)  15000 

Carysfort  (Lord)  and  Family  — 3000 

Cahir  (Lord)  — — 10000 

Chicheiler  (Mr.)  1000 

Campbell  (Mr.)  — — 2500 

Cain  (Mr.  Jo.)  — - — 700 


224,200 
B Carr 
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Brought  Over 

£224200 

Carr  (Mr.)  — — 

1000 

Clanricarde  (Lord)  

12000 

Clive  (Lord)  — — 

2000 

Corporations  (Several  in  England) 

Conyngham  (Lord)  — - — 

9000 

Clive  (Mr.  George)  — 

1500 

Clifford  (Lord)  — — 

6000 

Clermont  (Lord)  — — 

8000 

Carbery  (Lord)  — — 

55°° 

Charleville  (Lady)  — — 

4000 

Coote  (Sir  Eyre)  — — 

2000 

Chandos  (Duke  of)  — 

2000 

Cavanagh  (Mr.)  - — — 

1500 

Cuperden  (Mr.)  — — 

1500 

Coningfby  (Lady)  — - 

20CO 

Clayton  (Mrs ) — • — • 

1000 

Cam  (Mr.)  — — 

700 

Cramer  (Sir  John  Coghill)  — • 

2000 

Campbell  (Mr.) 

Colthurft  (Sir  John)  — 

5000 

Clark  (Mrs  ) Widow  of  the  late  Michael 

Clark,  Efqi  and  Son  — 

IOOO 

Cane  (Mr.)  Inchicore,  Co.  Dublin 

I 200 

Cope  (Mr  ) Lougball , Co.  Armagh 

5000 

Courtown  (Lord)  — — • 

4OOP 

Clarendon  (Lord) 

Caulfield  (Mrs.)  Stradbally , Queen's  Co 

5°  0 

Craddock  (Mr.)  — — 

800 

Car  (Col ) 

Chriftmas  (Mr.)  Son  of  Mr.  Chriftmas, 

Waterford  — — 

Coote’s  (Purdon'l  Heirs  — 

5000 

1200 

Corbally  (Mr.)  Son  of  Mr.  Corbally,  Co. 
Meath  — - 


505,600 

Carter 
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Brought  over 

£3056°° 

Carter  ('Mr.)  Co.  Kildare  — 

2000 

Cuffe  (Rev.  Mr.)  — 

4OO 

Carden  (Mr.)  Co.  Tipperary  — 

2500 

Conolly  (Lady  Anne)  and  Daughters 

4000 

Crofton  (Mrs.)  Widow  — 

4OO 

Cavendifh  (Sir  Henry)  Bart  — 

2000 

Cooke’s  ("Two  Mrs.)  Daughters  of  the 

late  Alderman  Thomas  Cooke 

2000 

Chet  wood  (Mrs ) Co  Limerick  — 

1500 

Cofby  Eftate,  Stradballyy  Queen's  Co. 

3O0O 

Colthurft  (Mr.  Wm  ) — ■ 

700 

D. 

Devonlhire  (Duke  of)  — * 

18000 

Dutton  Family  

1 2000 

Donegal  (Lord)  ■ — — 

31000 

Darnley  (Lord)  — — 

8000 

Darnley  (Lady  Dowager)  — 

4000 

Digby  (Lord)  — — 

4000 

Dyfert  (Lord)  — — - 

2,000 

Dundas  (Sir  Laurence)  — 

4000 

Dacre  ( Lord  ) — — 

3OOO 

Dillon  (Lord)  — 

9000 

Denis  (Sir  Peter’s)  Heirs  — 

IOOO 

Darby  (Lord ) — - — 

3000 

Dorfet  (Duke  of ) 

2000 

Darner  (Mr  ) — 

2000 

Donellan  (Mr.)  — — 

2000 

Delany  (Doctor)  — 

IOOO 

Dodwell  (Mr .)  — ™ 

2000 

Deane  (Lady)  — . . — . 

IOOO 

Dartrey  ( Lord ) — — 

8000 

Derry  London  Company 

Dunbar  (Widow)  . — - 

3OOO 

B % 

444,100 

Dawfon 
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Brought  over  ^444100 

DawTon  fMr.J  Ardee  — 

2000 

Drogheda  fLord)  — — 

500^ 

Davy  fHon.  Mrs.J  late  Widow  Wilfon 

of  Bilbo  a , Co.  Limerick  — 

800 

Delany  fMrs  ) Widow  of  Dean  Delany 

a.00 

Domville  fWidowJ  — — 

3000 

Dromore  fPercy  Bifhop  of)  — 

2000 

Dudley  fLady)  — — - 

500 

Dungannon  (Lord ) 

E. 

Egmont  ( Lord ) — — 

6000 

Edwards  (Mr ) — — 

3000 

Ellis  fMr-  WelboreJ  — 

2000 

Edmondfton  (Mr.  Alexander)  — 

800 

Echlin  fLadyj  — — 

800 

Egremont  (Lord)  — — 

12000 

Echlin  (Mr ) — ■ — 

800 

Ely  (Lord)  — — 

15000 

Erne  (Right  Plon  Lady) 

Enraight  (Mr)  Co  Carlow  — 

2000 

Enfor  (Mr.)  — — 

1000 

Erfkine  (Dean)  of  Cork  — 

800 

F. 

Fitzmaurice  Hon.  Thos ) — 

Fane’s  (Lord)  Heirs  — 

Fitzwilliam  (Lord  Vifcount) 
Fortefcue  (Lord)  — 

Fitzwilliam  (Earl)  his  own  and  the 
Rockingham  Eftate  — 

Fingal  (Lord)  — 


556>5°° 

Freeman 


9000 

6000 

5000 

i5°° 


30000 

3000 
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Brought  over  £556500 
Freeman  (Mr.)  — — 3000 

FolJiot  (Mr.)  — — - 2000 

Fofter  (Mr.  Tuffnel)  — 1000 

Freke  (Widow)  and  Daughters  4000 

Fitzwilliam  (Two  Mefirs.)  — 1000 

Fitzwiiliam  (Mr)  their  Uncle  5000 

Fitzgerald  (Lord  Charles)  2500 

Fox  (Mr  ) Co.  Longford  — 2000 

Fitzgerald  (Mr ) late  of  Lawfon Jlreet  2500 

Fitzmaurice  (Mrs.)  Hefter  — 10B0 

Fitzgerald  (Ladyj  Co.  Cork  1400 

Fofter  (Lady  Elizabeth) 

Fitzgerald  (Mr.)  of  Glin,  Limerick  4.000 

Fortefcue  (Mrs.)  and  four  Daughters  2500 

Franks  (Two  Meftrs.)  Co  Cork  2000 

Fitzfimons  (Mr.)  Co.  Wicklow  1000 


Forward  (Hon.  Mr.)  Lord  Clonmore’s  Son  1000 
G. 

Grandifon  (Lord)  — 

Gage  (Widow)  — — * 

Gardiner  (Mr.)  Sackville  — 

Gardiner  (Mifs)  his  Sifter  — • 

Gardiner  (Colonel) 

Gregory  (Mr.)  Co.  Galway  — ■ 

Glandore  (Lord)  — 

Gorge  (Mr.  Richard ) married  to  Mifs 
Meredith  — — 

Gorge  (Mr.  H ) 

Gore  (Mr.)  Brother  to  Lord  Rofs 
Glover  (Mrs.)  Sifter  to  Mrs  Pomeroy 
Grady  (Mr.)  Co.  Limerick 


15060 

goo 

800 

600 

3000 

4000 

2500 

3000 

2000 
1 000 


625,280 

Hertford 
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Brought  over  £625280 

Hertford  (dLordJ  — 16000 

Hall  (Mr  Richard J — 700 

Herbert  (Mr.)  — - — 1500 

Hamilton  (Mr.)  Killybegs  - — 800 

Hamilton  (Mr.)  900 

Hillfborough  (Lord)  — 15000 

Hauren  (Mr.)  150° 

Howard  (Mr.)  iooo 

Hoar  (Mr.)  — — 1000 

Hamilton  (Mr.)  Longford  — 800 

Hort  (Sir  John)  — 500 

Hayes  (Mr  married  to  Mifs  Bafil 
Headfort  (Lord)  — 2500 

HufTey  (Mr.)  Lord  Beaulieu’s  Brother  600 

Harrifon  'Mr .j  Cork  or  Limerick  1000 

Howth  (Lord)  — 5000 

Harcourt  (Mr.)  married  to  MifsNefbit 
Hamilton  (Hon.  Mr.J  Lord  Boyne’s  Son  1800 

HufTey  ('Mrs.)  Widow  of  the  late  Baron 

of  Galtrim  — — 500 

Hatton  (Mr.)  TVexford  — 1200 

Howard  (Hon.  Mr.,  Lord  Clonmore’s Son  1000 
Hamilton  (Mrs.  Gavvin)  — 2400 

Hamilton  (Mr.)  her  Son  — 500 

Hamilton  (Hon.  and  Rev.  Mr.  Frederick)  2000 
Hamilton  (Lady)  Widow  of  Sir  Henry 

Hamilton,  Berry  — 400 

Holmes’s  (Lord)  Heirs,  Limerick  2500 

Hamilton  (Mr  Charles)  Co.  Antrim  yoo 

Hamilton  (Widow)  — 800 

I. 

Inchiquin  Lord  — 8000 

Irwin  Mr.  Rofcommon  — 1500 


697,380 

Jeollybert’s 
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Brought  over 

7697380 

Jeoilybert’s  (Mr.)  Heirs  — 

800 

Jerfey  (Lord)  — — 

2000 

Jones  (Mr.  Loftus)  Sligo  — 

1600 

Jones  (Mr.)  Co.  Wicklow  — 

1500 

Jebb  (Dr.)  Dean  of  Cajhell and  Dignitary 

of  Chriit  Church  — 

500 

Jones  (Francis  Edward)  Co.  Meath 

1500 

K. 

Ker  (Mr.)  David  — 

xooo 

Kerry  (Lord)  — — 

7000 

Kingfton  (Lord)  — — 

7000 

Kenmere  (Lord ) — — 

IOOOO 

Keating  (Mr.)  Co.  Kildare  — 

2000 

Kelly  (Mr.  Daniel)  — — 

1000 

Knox’s  (Two  Mifs)  Sifters  to  Lord  Wells  600 

Kildare  (Bifhop  of)  and  Mrs.  Jackfon 

35°° 

Kir  wan  (Mr.)  — — . 

2500 

L. 

Ludlow  (Lord)  — — 

6000 

London  Corporations  — 

8000 

Leicefter  (Sir  Peter)  — 

800 

Longfreld  (Mr ) — — ■ 

7000 

Long  (Mr.)  — 

150° 

Lock  (Mr.)  — — 

1 200 

Lum  (Sir  Francis  and  Lady  — 

2000 

Liiburn  (Lord)  — * ~ 

1000 

Lovett  'Mr  Jonathan)  — 

700 

Long  Mr.  v7  iiiiam)  — — 

1200 

Lucan  (Lord)  — — 

5000 

jLowth(Lady)  — — 

Io  O 

776,080 

Lyon 
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Brought  over 

^776080 

Lyon  (Mr.)  Queen's  Co.  — 

800 

Lanefbo  rough  (Lady  Dowager) 

5 00 

Lambert  (Mr.)  Co.  Meath  — 

1600 

Lattin  (Mr.)  Kildare  — 

1200 

Lill  ;Rev.  Dodtor)  living  and  Eftate 

900 

Lyons  (Mr.)  King's  Co.  — 

800 

Lewis  (Dodtor)  Dean  of  OJfory 

700 

Lifle  (Lord)  — 

6000 

Long’s  (Mr.)  Heirs,  Limerick  — 

1500 

Lambert  (Mr.)  Mayo  — 

1000 

Leland  (Colonel)  — 

1 000 

M. 

Mountrath  (Lord)  — 

10000 

Medlicot  (Mr.)  — 

Midleton  (Lord)  — 

8000 

Montague  (General) 

Macartney  (Lord)  — * 

3000 

Murray  (Mr.)  of  Boughton  — 

4000 

Mafifareene  (Lord  and  Lady)  — 

4000 

Milton  (Lord)  — — 

15000 

Molefworth  (Lord)  — 

4000 

Minchin  (Mr.)  — *— 

2500 

Miller  (Sir  John)  •— 

2000 

Moreton  (Dodtor)  — ~ 

1800 

Macartney  the  Eftate  Co.  Longford 

6000 

Moreland  (Mr.)  — 

800 

Mornington  (Lord)  — 

6000 

Mountmorres  (Lord)  — 

3400 

Maxwell  (Rev.  Mr.)  Redtor  of  Mount - 

T etnple , Diocefe  of  Meath 

700 

Maxwell  (Rev.  Mr.  James)  his  Brother, 

Rector  of  Tullymore , &c.  fame  Diocefe  500 


863,780 

Mansfield 


[ l7  1 


Brought  over 

^63,780 

Mansfield  (Lord)  — 

3,000 

Madden  (Mr.  Maddington)  County 
Momghan  — ~ 

600 

Maione  (Mr.)  Sbinglifs,  Weftmeath 

1,200 

Magan  (Mr.)  near  Pbilipftown 

4,00© 

M‘ Carry  (Count)  — — » 

2,000 

Martin  (Mr.  Oliver)  Galway 

2,000 

Monel;  (Mr.)  Stephen  s -green 

2,500 

Moore  (Mr.)  of  Barn 

2,000 

Molefworth  (Mr.)  Son  of  the  late  Mr. 
By  lie  Molefworth  — 

1,000 

Mortgages  (Intereft  on ) 
Morres  (Sir  William)  Kilkenny 

2,500 

Mauliverer  (B.)  Elq.  — 

6oq 

Maxwell  (CplJ  — * 

1,000 

N. 

Needham  (Mr.)  — 

2,000 

Nugent  (Lord)  — — 

6,000 

Newhaven  (Lord)  — — 

3,000 

Newman  (Mrs.)  — — 

2,000 

Nagles  (Mr.)  — > — 

2,000 

Napier  (Mr.)  — • — • 

1,000 

Newman  (Mifs)  — — 

800 

N ugent  (M rs . ) JVeftmeatb  — 

I ,OQO 

Nicholfon  (Widow) 

Newenham  (Sir  Edward)  — - 

3,000 

Norfolk  (Duke  of)  — 

2,000 

o. 

Oflory  (Lord)  , 

8,000 

O’Brien  (Mr.  Henry)  — 

2,500 

Oliver  (Mr.  Silver j « > 

6,000 

C 

925,480 

O’Calr 
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Brought  over  £925,480 

O’ Callaghan  (Mr.)  — — 4,000 

Ormfby  (Mr.)  — — 1,000 

Obins  (Mr.)  — — - i?ooo 

Oliver  (Widow)  and  Daughter  1,400 

Ormfby  fMr.)  Junior,  Sligo 
O’Hara  (Mr.  Hamilton)  — 2,000 


P. 

Portfmouth  (Lord)  — — 

Powis  (Lord)  — — 

Palmerftown  (Lord)  — — 

Penn’s  (Sir  William)  Heirs  — 

Ponfonby  (Hon.  Richard ) Brother  to 
Lord  Befborough/  - — — 

Palmer  fMr.)  Mayo  — 

Pleydell  (Mr.  J.j  — 

Faget  (Lord)  Heir  to  Sir  Nicholas  Baily 
Ponfonby  (Hon.  Widow)  — 

Price  (Mr.)  Co.  Down  — 

Poole  (Widow)  of  the  late  General 
Poole  — — — 

Perry  (Right  Hon.  Edmund  Sexton) 
Plunket  (Mrs.)  at  Bath  — 

Poft  Office 

R. 


4.000 

3.000 

8.000 
1,400 

2.000 
12,000 

1.000 

3.000 
400 

2000 

500 

4000 

600 


Rowley’s  (Admiral)  Heirs 
Ram  (Mr.)  — ■— 

Rathcormuck  (Eftate  Coheireffes) 
Rowley’s  (Sir  William)  Heirs 
Ranelagh  (Lady)  — * — 

Rice  (Mr.)  — — 

Rochfort  (Mr.  Belheld)  PFeJlmeatb 
Rufborough  (Lord)  - — - 


1200 
800 
1,200 
3,000 
2,000 
1 200 
800 
80O 


987,78° 

Shelburne 
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Brought  over 

£987, 78o 

S. 

Shelburne  (Lord)  — 

16,000 

Stanhope  (Lord)  — — 

1,000 

Strange  (Lord)  — 

3, 000 

Staunton  (Mr.)  — — 

2,000 

Saville  (Sir  George)  — 

2,500 

Shierly  (Colonel)  — — 

2;OoO 

Sloan  (Mr.)  — — 

6,000 

Stephenfon  (Colonel)  — — 

St.  John  (Mr.)  — — 

2,000 

1,800 

Southwell  (Lord)  ~ — 

5,000 

Shirley,  fee  Weymouth 

Sabine  (Colonel)  — — 

1,500 

Stackpoole  (Mr.)  — 

10,000 

Sandwich  (Lord)  — 

6,000 

St.  George  (Mr.)  Son  of  the  late  Col. 
St.  George  — - . 

5,000 

Supple  (Mr.)  Co.  Cork  — 

2,000 

Sefton  (Lord)  

2,000 

Shepherd  (Mr.)  — — 

1,000 

Sheffield  (Lord)  — — ■ 

3,000 

Sandford  (Mr.)  Rofcommon  — — 

3,000 

Smith  (Rev.  James  Smith)  at  Bath 

1,000 

Singleton  (Mr.)  Drogheda  — 

4,000 

Scriven  (Mrs.)  and  Daughter  — 

' 700 

Sidney  (Lady)  — — 

800 

Smith  (Widow)  Wefimeath  — - 

600 

Smith  (Mr.)  Wejhneath  — 

1 ,500 

Swift  (Mr.)  Co.  Meath  ™ 

1,000 

Sims  (Mr.)  Co.  Wicklow 
Stepney  (Widow ) 

St.  George  (Lady)  ™ — 

2,000 

C 2 


1,074,180 

Sc, 
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Brought  over  £ i ,07  4,  i So 
St.  George  (Col.  Manfergh)  — 3,000 

St.  George  (Widow  Manfergh)  1,500 

St.  Leger  ('Widow)  2,000 

St.  Leger  (Lieut.  Col.  John)  — 4,500 

Smith  (Mr.)  Meath  4,000 

Schuldam  (Lord)  — — yoo 


Stone  (Doctor)  Archdeacon  of  Meath  and 
Redlor  of  Kells 

Surry  (Lord)  ■ — — * 

T« 

Taaffe  (Mr.  John)  — « — 

Taaffe  (Mr.  Thomas)  ■ — 

Tiifon  (Mr.)  ■ — — 

Tilney  (Lord)  — — 

Tyrawley’s  (Lord)  Heirs  * — 

Tickl<^(Mr.)  Glajptevin  — 

TighVfMr.)  Mitcbelftown  Weftmeath 
Tiifon  (Rev.  Mr.)  at  Hajnf ton-court 
Taaffe  (Lord)  — _ 

Thompfon  (Mrs.)  Daughter  of  the  late 
Mr.  Thomas  Carter  — 

Thomas  (Widow)  — 

Tifdall  (Mr.)  Co.  Meath  — 

Tighe  (Widow)  of  the  late  Mr.  Richard 


Tighe  of  Rajjana  — 

500 

Tighe  (Widow)  late  Mifs  Fownes  and 

Family  — — 

8,000 

Tighe  (Mr.  Edward)  Weftmeath , and 

Stamp-office  — 

1,000 

Templeton  (Lord)  — 

4,000 

1, 1 19,880 
Valen- 


1.000 

2.000 


800 

1,500 

1,600 

1.000 

2.000 
400 

1,800 

800 

1.000 
600 

2,000 
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Brought  over  £i> 

119,880 

V. 

Valencia  (Lord)  — 

8,000 

Vane  (Lord)  — — 

6,  :oo 

Verney  (Lord)  — ■ 

2,500 

Vere  (Lord)  — — 

1,000 

V/. 

Weftcote  i;Lord) 

2,000 

Wilkinfon  (Mr.)  JVeftmeatb  — 

700 

Wei  is  (Lord)  — — 

5,000 

Wall  Mr  ) Coolnamuck 

1 >5°° 

Webb  (Mr.  Dean)  — - 

Ware’s  (Rev.)  Hal.  Heirs  — 

1,000 

Wiifon  (Mifs)Bilboa  Limerick  — 

2,000 

White  (Mr.)  Son  of  the  late  Mr.  Mark 

White  < 

i 2,500 

Walcot  (Mr.  Minchin)  Co.  Limerick 

V2,500 

Web  Mr.)  Limerick  — 

^,000 

Wallfingham  (Mrs.)  — 

800 

Weymouth  (Lord)  and  Mr.’Shierly  Co, 

Monaghan  — — 

17,000 

Warren’s  (Admiral)  Heirs  - — 

3,000 

Whitfhead  (Mr.)  — ™ 

5,000 

Worthington  (Mr.)  . — 

1,200 

Warringford  (Mr  ) — 

800 

Walfh  (Mr  ) Co.  Kerry  — 

5,000 

Woodcock  (Mr.)  — — 

2,000 

Whitney  (Mr.)  iVefimeath  — . 

1,600 

188,980 

PERSONS 
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PERSONS  who  having  Penfions  on  the  Irijk 
Ellablilhment,  in  Michaelmas  1781,  fpend  the 
fame  Abroad. 


Vifcountefs  Dowager  Howe 
Reprefentatives  of  Charles  Hooper,  and 
P.  Martin  — — 

David  Mitchell  in  Trull  for  Mary  Well, 
Daughter  of  Lord  Chancellor  Well 
Reprefentatives  of  W m.  Lock,  AfTignee 
of  Lord  Southwell  — 

Sarah  Vifcountefs  Dowager  Doneraile 
Anne  Palmer  now  Finch  — 

Gafper  Gravenkop  — 

Chrillian  Shroder  — — 

Anne  Roberts  — — 

Executors  of  Lord  Grantham  — 

Countefs  of  Waldegrave  — 

Duke  of  Brunfwick  — 

Reprefentative  of  Lord  Hawke 
Countefs  of  Yarmouth  — 

Reprefentative  of  Thomas  Cumming 
Martha  Lady  Beauclerk  in  Trull  for  her 
Daughters  — — 

Mrs.  Macartney  - — 

Princefs  Amelia  — 

John  Stear,  Affignee  of  Philip  Francis 
Anne  O’Hara  of  Greenwich  — 

George  Charles  — 

Executors  of  the  Duke  of  Bedford  in 
Trull  for  the  Mils  Fitzpatricks,  and 
Vernons  — — 

Reprefentatives  of  Edward  Wellon 


£- 

500 

200 

400 

4.00 

100 

800 

400 

2000 

200 

2000 

800 

5°°° 

2000 

4000 

5°o 

400 

200 

1000 

600 

3 00 
1000 


5°  o 
50° 


23,800 

Lord 
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Brought  over  £2 
Lord  Sandwich  and  G.  Grenville,  in  Truft 
for  the  Princefs  Amelia  — 

Duke  of  Richmond,  in  Trull  for  Wife 
of  Lord  Charles  Lenox  — 

L.  Broderick  in  Truft  for  the  feparate 
Ufe  of  Catherine  Bathurft 
Elizabeth  Mordaunt  Wife  of  John  Mor- 
daunt  — — 

Eleonora  Symmer,  Widow  — 

Duke  of  Gloucefter  — 

Duke  of  Cumberland  - — — 

Mary  Huffey,  Widow  of  James  HufTey 
Reprefentatives  of  Jer-  Dyfon 
Mrs.  Burton,  Wife  of  F.  P.  Burton 
Elizabeth  Bidle,  Spinfter  — 

Anne  Scanlan,  Wife  of  John  Scanlan, 
for  her  feparate  Ufe 
John  Milbank,  late  Commiflioner 
Henry  Valence  Jones,  late  Commiflioner 
Robert  Adair,  for  three  Children 
John  Barnard  — — 

John  Larpent,  Efq*,  — - — 

Earl  Howth  — — — . i 

Wife  of  Robert  Fitzgerald  — 

Edward  O’Bryan  — — 

Edward  Smith  — — - 

Jacob  Downing  Rochford  — 

Elizabeth  Fouquier  — 

Edward  Moore  — — . 

Juliana  Howe  ™ ~ 

Two  Mils  Drapers5  — 

Albert  Nefbit,  Clerk  ■■ — 

Richard  Earl  of  Cavan  — • 


,800 


5°°o 

5°  o 

400 

45° 

100 

3000 
3000 
200 
1 000 
600 

I5° 

100 

1070 

1070 

500 

400 

45° 

500 

400 

300 

3°° 

250 

200 

1700 

75° 

3°o 

1000 

300 


47’79° 

Jane 
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Brought  over  £47.790 

Jane  Ponfonby  — — « 200 

Lord  Rodney  — 2000 

Perfons  pofiefTed  of  Employments  and 
Offices. 

Richard  Rigby,  Efq;  Mailer  of  the  Rolls, 

£2000  a Year,  and  as  much  computed 
tor  8 Places  in  his  Gift  and  Sale  worth 


each  upwards  of  £500  4000 

Win.  Hamilton,  Efq;  Chancellor  qf  the 
Exchequer  — — 1800 

The.  Vice  Treafurers,  one  only  in  the 

Kingdom  — — 6000 

General  Conway,  Clerk  of  the  Hanaper  800 
Lord  George  Germaine,  Clerk  Council  1200 
Richard  Vernon,  Clerk  Quit  Rents  500 

Sir  Robert  Wilmot,  Solicitor  in  England  1500 
Lord  Hillfborough,  Regifter  in  Chancery  800 
Charles  Jenkinfon,  and  Sons,  Clerk  of 

the  Pells  — * — 350G 

Humphry  Minchin,  fecond  Serjeant  at 
Arms 

Henry  Tilfon,  Craner 

Samuel  Daffi,  Mailer  of  the  Revels  700, 

Rev.  Wm.  Friend,  Regifter  of  Preroga^ 

tive  — rr~  I2QO 

B.  Hale,  Lieutenant  General  Ordnance 
Lieut.  General  JoTin  Hale,  Governor  of 
Derry , &c  — — 500 

Governor  of  Cork , Col.  Pigot  700 

Governor  of  Limerick , Sir  Henry  Clinton  760 
Gov.  of  Duncannon , Lieut.  Gen.  James 
Johnllon  — — 700 
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Brought  over  £74*59° 
Sir  Francis  Lumn,  Governor  of  Rofs 

Caftle  — — 300 

Sir  Guy  Carleton,  Gov.  of  Charlemont  900 


^5^79° 


Spent  Abroad  yearly  by  thofe  whofe 
Income,  Penfion,  or  Place,  are  under 
400/.  a Year,  including  the  Blanks  in 
the  above  Lifts,  upwards  of 

Travelling  Expences  of  Merchants, 
Dealers  and  Traders,  who  go  over 
yearly  in  great  Numbers  from  Ireland 
to  England  to  buy  or  fell  Commodities 
Spent  yearly  in  the  Education  of 
Children  of  Proteftants,  and  Men  of 
Fortune,  at  Oxford  and  Cambridge^  and 
the  Schools  in  England , and  of  Chil- 
dren of  Papifts  in  Foreign  Colleges, 
and  Travelling  Charges  and  Expences 
of  young  Gentlemen  and  others  Abroad 
Spent  yearly  by  young  Students  at 
the  feveral  Inns  of  Court  — 
Spent  in  Law-fuits  on  Appeals  to  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  Courts  of  Delegates, 
Writs  of  Error  to  the  Court  of  King’s 
Bench  in  England , Opinions  and  Ad- 
vice of  Council  there  on  feveral  Occa- 
fions,  it  is  to  be  hoped  this  will  not 
continue  — 

Spent  in  Attendance  and  Application 
for  Employments  Ecclefiaftical,  Civil, 
and  Military,  and  other  Occafions 


100,000 


20,000 


40,000 

9,000 


15.000 

20.000 


D 


204,000 

and 
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Brought  Over  £204, o.qo 
Troops  on  this  Eftablifhment  Four 
Regiments  of  Florfe,  Seven  Dragoons, 
and  Seven  Foot,  the  Pay,  &c.  amounts 
yearly  to  a large  Sum,  of  which  at 
lead  is  fpent  Abroad  35,000 

The  Eftablifhment  for  Half  Pay 
Officers  amounts  to  yearly  about  1 7274/. 


one  Half  of  which  is  fpent  Abroad 
Ditto  for  Officers  Widows  yearly 
2630/.  one  Half  fpent  Abroad 

Perquifites  on  Cloathing  18  Regi- 
ments, one  Half  fpent  Abroad,  about 
Sent  to  England  one  Year  with  ano- 
ther to  buy  Recruit  Horfes  of  the  Ele- 
ven Regiments  — — 

Remitted  yearly  on  Account  of  In- 
furance  of  Ships,  AfTurance  from  Fire, 
to  religious  Houfes  Abroad,  for  Coach- 
es, Carnages,  Toys,  Cloaths,  Furni- 
ture, Jewels,  Haberdafheries,  and 
many  luch  like  Things  — 

It  is  admitted  on  all  Hands,  that  a 
very  confiderable  Profit  arifes  from  the 
Freight  and  Tonnage  of  Shipping  em- 
ployed yearly  in  the  whole  Trade  of 
Ireland , many  compute  between  6 and 
800,000/.  yearly,  and  that  not  above 
one  fixth  Part  thereof  belongs  to 
the  Irijh , the  reft  to  the  Englijh  and 
Scotch  but  to  be  greatly  within  Bounds, 
fuppofe  we  compute  we  pay  for  this 
Article  only  — — 


8637 


1315 


7000 


4000 


60,000 


100,000 


Total 


4 19>952 


Addj- 
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Additional  Articles. 

The  foregoing  Lifts  fhew  us  clearly  what  im- 
menfe  «Sums  are  drawn  out  of  this  Kingdom  an- 
nually *,  but  there  are  many  other  Articles  to  be 
taken  into  Con fideration  ; whenever  we  come  to 
make  a Computation  upon  this  Head,  they  will 
readily  occur  to  every  Gentleman,  feme  of  which 
wefhali  here  mention  : Indeed,  though  thefe  Ar- 
ticles cannot  be  rated  at  any  certain  Sum,  yet  they 
may  well  be  computed  to  encreafe  the  annual 
Drain  of  Money  out  of  the  Kingdom,  not  lefs 
than  400,000/.  many  think  they  may  be  rated  at 
500,000  /. 

Firft,  We  are  to  obferve  that  a great  many 
Eftates  and  Woods,  have  of  late  been  fold  in 
Ireland , and  all  the  Purchafe  Money,  at  once 
carried  to  England  •,  and,  which  is  farther  remark- 
able, fome  Eftates  have  in  the  Compafs  of  a few 
Years  been  fold  again,  and  all  the  Purchafe  Mo- 
ney fent  away  a fecond  Time. 

Second,  That  great  Sums  of  Money  are  Yearly 
fent  Abroad  to  difeharge  old  Debts,  contracted  by 
Perfons  now  refid ing  in  Ireland. 

Third,  Though  fome  of  the  aforefaid  Perfons 
may  fpend  lefs  Abroad  than  here  rated,  yet  many 
of  them  fpend  much  more  then  their  Yearly  In- 
come *,  which  Debts  muft  be  paid  in  England , 
after  they  come  to  refide  in  Ireland. 

Fourth,  That  feveral  Eftates  of  Jrijh  Land- 
lords who  live  Abroad,  have  of  late  been  much 
raifed,  and  large  Fines  taken  and  remitted  to 
them  •,  and  many  more  Eftates  will  not  fail  to  be 
railed  to  the  Height,  as  the  old  Leafes  expire, 
and  thereby  increaie  their  yearly  Draughts  upon 
us. 

D 2 


Fifth 
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Fifth,  That  feveral  Perfons  who  live  Abroad, 
have  large  Mortgages  on  Eftates  in  Ireland  \ the 
Intereft  Money  whereof  is  conftantly  returned  to 
them  in  England , at  leaft  20,000/.  goes  this 
Way. 

Sixth,  Many  of  our  young  Lords  and  Gentle- 
men, in  a few”  Years  after  they  come  to  Age, 
fquander  in  other  Countries,  all  the  ready  Money 
which  had  been  faved  for  them  by  their  Guardians 
in  their  Minorities. 

Seventh,  Great  Numbers  live  Abroad,  whofe 
Names  or  Eftates,  for  want  of  due  Information, 
are  here  omitted. 

Eighth,  I here  is  Yearly  carried  out  of  this 
Kingdom,  above  200,000/.  by  the  Colliers  of 
England  and  Scotland , who  take  very  little  elfe 
but  ready  Money  in  Return  for  their  Coals  : But 
this  Point  will  more  properly  come  to  be  confider- 
ed  hereafter,  upon  the  Article  of  Trade. 

Thefe  eight  Articles  may  well  be  computed 
at  400,000 

I fhall  now  beg  Leave  to  take  Notice  of  the 
Method  and  Caution  made  Ufe  of,  in  forming, 
and  drawing  up  thefe  Lifts  ; and  to  obferve,  that 
the  beft  Endeavours  have  not  been  wanting,  to 
procure  from  Receivers,  Agents,  and  others,  an 
exact  Information  of  the  clear  yearly  Income  of 
the  Eftates  of  the  Perfons  mentioned  in  the  Paid 
Lifts,  and  of  the  Sums  of  Money  they  may  rea- 
fonably  be  iuppofed  to  fpend  abroad,  and  that 
Care  has  been  taken  in  the  Computation,  to  be 
always  under  the  real  Value,  in  order  to  make 
Allowances  for  Lofs  to  Agents,  Quit-rents,  and 
other  Charges,  Gentlemen  can  beft  make  Allow- 
ances for  fuch  Deductions. 

We  are  further  to  obferve,  that  the  Eftates  of 

many 
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many  of  the  faid  Perfons  are  much  larger  than 
here  fet  down  j but  being  fubje<ft  to  Jointures, 
Rent  Charges  and  Debts,  which  are  fpent  at 
Home  ; we  have  not  therefore  fet  forth  the  full 
Value  of  them. 

Though  fome  of  our  Gentlemen  flay  Abroad 
but  a fhort  Time,  yet  when  we  would  compute 
how  much  Money  is  Yearly  drawn  out  of  the 
Kingdom,  we  are  obliged  to  take  Notice  of  all 
thofe  Perfons,  who  are  at  any  one  Time  abfent ; 
for  if  fome  return  again,  others  do  not  fail  to  go 
Abroad,  and  fupply  their  Places. 

If  through  Mifinformation,  the  Yearly  Income, 
or  Remittances  of  fome  Perfons,  mentioned  in 
the  faid  Lift,  fhould  happen  to  be  over-rated ; 
that  is  amply  made  up  by  others,  who  will  be 
found  upon  Enquiry,  to  be  undercharged. 


PEERS 
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PEERS  of  Ireland  who  are  Abfentees,  and  have 
no  Eftate  in  Ireland . 


Earl  of  Defmond,  E.  E. 
Waterford,  E.  E. 
Athlone 
Tilney 
Verney 
Pan  mu  re 
Fife 

Tyrconnell 
Mexborough 
Winterton 
Sefton 
Lifburn 
Shipbrook 
Ld.  V.  Kilmurry 
Lumley 
Wenman 
Molyneaux 
Fairfax 
Cullen 
Tracy 
Bulk  ely 
Cholmondely 
Down 
Howe 
Grimfton 
Barrington 


Vane 
Bateman 
Melbourne 
Galway 
Gage 
Ligonier 
Fortrofe 
Lord  Baltimore 
Sherard 
Maynard 
Flawley 
Aylmer 
Fortefcue 
Coleraine 
Ofwell 
Waltham 
Pigot 
Bateman 
Mulgrave 
Milford 
Newborough 
M‘Donnell 
Kenfington 
Willoughby 
Sheffield. 


A General 


A 
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A General  Abftra&  of  the  Quantity  of  Money 
drawn  out  of  the  Kingdom. 


By  the  Abfentees  in  the  General  Al- 
phabet Lift 

By  the  Penfioners,  Civil,  Military, 
and  French 

By  thofe  who  have  Employments 
and  Offices 

By  thofe  whofe  Income  is  under  400/. 
Yearly 

Travelling  Expences  of  Merchants 
and  Traders 

Education  of  Youth,  &c.  &c.  at 
Inns  of  Court 

Law  Suits  and  Attendance  for  Em- 
ployments 

Spent  in  Applications  for  Employ- 
ments Ecclefiaftical,  Civil,  and 
Military 

By  the  five  Articles  relative  to  the 
Military 

By  Infurance  of  Ships,  &c. 

By  Freight  and  Tonnage  of  Ships 

By  the  Additional  Articles 


£• 

1,188,980 

50,662 

25,800 

100,000 

20.000 

49.000 

15.000 

20.000 

55.952 

60.000 

100.000 

400.000 
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OBSERVATIONS 


ON  THE 

PRECEDENT  LISTS; 

and,  on  the 

Trade  of  Ireland,  &c. 


rn 

| HE  late  Thomas  Prior , a Man  of  great 
Knowledge  and  Abilities,  and  one  who  fpent  a 
long  Courfe  of  Years  in  promoting  the  Welfare 
and  Happinefs  of  his  Country,  and  who  for  a 
great  while  was  a mod  ufeful  and  adtive  Mem- 
ber of  the  Dublin  Society , and  in  that  Capacity 
greatly  contributed  to  the  Encouragement  of 
Arts,  Manufactures  and  Husbandry  in  this  King- 
dom *,  wrote  a Treatife  upon  this  Subjedt  near 
Fifty  Years  ago,  and  gave  us  a Lift  of  the 
Abfentees  of  that  Time,  by  which  it  Appears 
that  there  then  was  Yearly  drawn  out  of  this 
Kingdom  fo  large  a Sum  as  upwards  of  621,000/. 
by  Abfentees. 

About  that  Time  Men  were  fo  fully  fatisfied 
of  the  Mifchiefs  and  Misfortunes  attending  i o 
many  Gentlemen  living  out  of  the  Kingdom, 
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and  fuch  an  immenfe  Sum  being  Yearly  fpent 
Abroad,  that  the  Legiilature  thought  it  highly  nc- 
ceflary  to  remedy  this  great  Evil  in  Lome  Meafure.- 

And  accordingly  paiTed  an  Adi  of  Parliament, 
in  the  Year  1715;  whereby  Perfons  who  had  any 
Salaries,  Profit  of  Employments,  Fees  or  Pen- 
fions  in  Ireland , fhould  pay  unto  his  Majefty  Four 
Shillings  out  of  every  Twenty  Shillings  Yearly, 
which  they  were  entitled  unto,  unlefs  fuch  Per- 
fons fhould  refide  within  the  Kingdom  for  Six 
Months  in  every  Year,  which  Tax  was  to  be 
dedudted  Yearly  out  of  the  Salaries,  Employ* 
ments  and  Fees,  by  the  Perfons  who  paid  the 
fame,  and  to  be  by  them  paid  to  the  Vice  Trea- 
furers,  to  be  accounted  for  to  his  Majefty,  and 
their  Deputies  were  to  give  in  upon  Oath  an  Ac- 
count of  the  neat  Profit  of  the  Employments,  on 
Pain  of  being  incapacitated  to  execute  fuch  De- 
putation, and  of  forfeiting  One  Plundred  Pounds,* 
The  Secretary  of  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Re- 
venue, the  Agents  of  Regiments  and  Agents  of 
Perfons  entitled  to  receive  Salaries  or  Penfions, 
were  on  Pain  of  being  difabled  to  hold  their  re- 
lpedlive  Offices,  to  deliver  in  upon  CTath  a Lift 
of  the  Officers  of  the  Revenue,  the  Officers  of 
Regiments  above  the  Degree  of  a Field  Officer, 
and  of  the  Perfons  entitled  to  receive  Salaries  or 
Penfions,  v/ho  fhall  be  out  of  the  Kingdom  for 
Six  Months. 

There  was  a Saving  for  the  Lord  Lieutenant, 
or  other  Governor  of  this  Kingdom,  and  their 
Secretaries,  and  fuch  Perfons  who  fhould  be  ex- 
empted by  his  Majefty’s  Sign  Manual,  and  Offi- 
cers of  Regiments  commanded  Abroad,  Plalf- 
pay  Officers,  Widows  of  Officers,  and  any  Offi- 
cer under  the  Degree  of  a Field  Officer. 
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This  Tax  on  iiich  Abfentees  was  continued  by 
feveral  Ads  of  Parliament,  in  fubfeque'nc  Seflions, 
till  the  Year  1753  *,  when  it  appearing  that  the 
King’s  Minifters  prevailed  on  the  Crown  to  exer- 
cife  the  difpenfing  Powers  contained  in  the  above 
Claufe,  and  in  the  Cafe  of  Penfions  frequently  to 
grant  fuch  Addition  to  the  Penfion  as  might  be 
ftifficient  to  anfwer  the  Tax  ; for  which  fee  the 
Lift  of  Penfions. 

Many  worthy  Gentlemen  for  thofe  Reafons, 
and  finding  very  little  Benefit  accrued  to  the  Pub- 
lic from  the  Tax  by  the  above  Means,  I may 
truly  fay,  of  evading  the  Ad:  of  Parliament  and 
the  Intention  of  the  Legiflature,  conlented  to  the 
letting  the  Tax  drop,  not  from  any  Difapproba- 
tion  of  the  Tax,  but  they  faw  clearly  that  as  jt 
was  then  modelled,  and  applied,  it  would  anfwer 
no  public  Benefit. 

By  the  above  you  fee  how  fenfible  the  Legifla- 
ture and  People  were  in  modern  Times  of  this 
great  Evil,  let  us  now  take  a View  what  our  An- 
ceftors  thought  of  it,  apd  the  Provifions  they 
made  in  this  Cafe. 

Sir  John  Davis , Attorney  General  in  Ireland , 
to  King  James  the  Firft,  in  his  Hiftorical  Rela- 
tions has  obferved  that  the  Abfence  of  the  great 
Lords  (who  having  great  Eftates  in  Ireland , yet 
kept  their  continual  Refidence  in  England)  was 
the  principal  Caufe  of  the  flow  Progreis  made  in 
the  Redudion  of  Ireland , and  of  the  frequent 
Rebellions  of  the  hijh , who  were  thereby  encou? 
raged  to  make  Encroachments  upon  the  Enghjh , 
and  difpoflefs  them  of  their  Lands,  and  that  the 
Kings  of  England  were  thereby  put  to  the  Necef- 
fity  of  fending  Armies  over  from  Time  to  Time 
to  reduce  and  re-conquer  feveral  Provinces  there- 
of. E 2 For 
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For  which  Reafon  an  Ordinance  was  made  in 
England , the  3d  of  Richard  the  Second,  againfl: 
fuch  as  were  abfent  from  their  Lands  in  Ireland , 
which  gave  two  third  Parts  of  the  Profits  thereof 
unto  the  King,  until  they  returned  or  placed  a 
fufficient  Number  of  Men  to  defend  the  fame  ; 
which  Ordinance  was  put  in  Execution  for  many 
Years  after,  as  appears  by  fundry  Seizures  made 
thereupon,  in  the  Time  of  Richard  the  2d.  and 
Henry  the  4th,  5th,  and  6th,  whereof  there  re- 
main Records  in  the  Remembrancer’s  Office  here. 
Among  the  reft  the  Duke  of  Norfolk  was  im- 
pleaded on  this  Ordinance,  for  two  Parts  of  the 
Profits  of  his  Lands  in  the  County  of  JVexford , 
in  thp  Time  of  Henry  the  6th,  and  afterwards, 
on  the  fame  Reafon  of  State,  all  the  Lands  of 
the  Houfe  of  Norfolk,  of  the  Earl  of  Shrewjhury , 
Lord  Berkely , and  others,  (who  having  Lands  in 
Ireland , yet  refided  continually  in  England)  were 
entirely  refumed  and  veiled  in  the  Crown  by  the 
Alt  of  Abfentees,  made  the  28  th  of  Henry  the 
8 th. 

Not  only  two  thirds  of  the  Profits  of  the  Lands 
of  Abfentees  were  forfeited  by  Law,  but  if  any 
in  Office  went  out  of  the  Kingdom,  his  Office 
became  void  immediately,  and  therefore  in  the 
25th  of  Henry  the  6th,  an  A6t  palled  in  Ireland ; 
that  whereas  it  was  in  doubt,  if  any  Perfons  in 
Office,  did  pafs  by  Sea  from  one  Port  of  Ireland 
to  another,  whether  their  Offices  were  void,  as  if 
they  had  palled  into  England , or  into  other  Lands 
out  of  Ireland , it  was  thereby  declared,  that  any 
Officer  may  pafs  in  Ships,  or  Boats,  from  any 
Part  of  Ireland  to  another,  without  forfeiting  his 
Office  ^ and  by  another  A<ft  made  in  the  lame 
Year,  entitled,  an  Aft  concerning  Abfentees  * it 


[ 37  ] 

was  ordained,  that  if  any  of  the  King’s  Subjects, 
or  Officers,  be  abfent  out  of  the  Land  of  Ireland , 
by  the  Commandment  of  the  King,  or  the  Go- 
vernor, or  Council,  that  their  Lands,  Rents,  or 
Offices,  by  their  faid  Abfence,  fhall  not  be  feized, 
nor  taken  into  the  King’s  Hands,  and  their  Offi- 
ces fhall  not  be  void. 

Thefe  A£ts  do  necelTarily  imply  and  prefuppofe 
that  there  were  then  Adis  in  Force,  (which  though 
now  not  mentioned  in  our  Statute-Books,  yet  pof 
Cbly  may  be  found  in  fome  of  our  Offices  of  Re 
cord)  whereby  the  Offices,  and  two  third  Parts  of 
the  Profits  of  the  Lands  of  Abfentees,  were  for- 
feited to  the  King  ; and  the  Statute  of  Abfentees, 
of  the  28  th  of  Henry  the  8 th,  exprefsly  takes 
Notice,  that  two  Parts  in  three  of  the  Yearly 
Profits  of  the  Lands  of  abfent  Perfons,  did  by 
Reafon  of  their  Abfence  belong  to  the  King,  by 
Virtue  of  the  Statutes  in  that  Cafe  provided. 

An  Aff  pajfed  the  10 th  Char.  I.  Ch.  21. 

Jr>  / 

Reciting,  That  the  King  and  his  Progenitors 
out  of  their  princely  Wifdom,  had  thought  pro- 
per to  confer  upon  feveral  able,  worthy,  and 
well-deferving  Perfons,  inhabiting  or  dwelling  in 
England  and  elfewhere  out  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Ireland , Titles  of  Honor,  whereby  they  do  enjoy 
Place  and  Precedency  according  to  their  Tides 
refpeflively,  fo  that  it  cannot  be  denied,  but  that 
in  a juft  way  of  Retribution,  they  ought  ro 
contribute  to  all  public  Charges  and  Pa  ments, 
taxed  by  Parliament  in  that  Kingdom,  from 
whence  the  Titles  of  their  Honors  are  derived, 
and  whereunto  others  of  their  Rank  there  reftdent 
are  liable. 
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It  is  ena&ed,  That  all  and  every  Perfon  or  Per- 
fons,  now  being  and  which  fhall  hereafter  be  an 
Earl,  Vifcount,  or  Baron  of  that  Kingdom,  and 
have  Place  and  Voice  in  the  Parliament  of  that 
Realm  , though  Refident  or  Dwelling  in  England 
or  elfewhere,  fhall  be  liable  to  all  public  Payments 
and  Charges  which  fhall  be  taxed  or  affefied  in 
this  or  in  any  other  Parliament,  and  Ihall  from 
Time  to  Time  contribute  thereunto,  and  pay 
their  Rateable  Parts  thereof  in  fuch  Manner  and 
Form  as  others  of  their  Ranks  are  liable  unto,  or 
fhall  pay. 

And  by  another  ACT  of  the  %6th  of  Hen.  VI. 
Chtp  I. 

Reciting,  That  divers  Perfons  advanced  to 
Benefices  within  Ireland , do  abfent  them  out  of 
the  faid  Land  in  other  Lands,  whereby  the  Iffues 
and  Profits  of  their  faid  Benefices  are  Yearly  taken 
forth  of  the  faid  Land  of  Ireland , to  the  great 
Impoverifhment  and  Weakening  of  the  fame,  di- 
minifhing  of  God’s  Service,  and  withdrawing  of 
Hofpitality. 

It  is  Enabled,  That  all  Manner  of  Benefices 
within  the  faid  Land,  of  whatfoever  Condition 
that  they  be,  fhail  keep  Refidence  continually  in 
their  proper  Perfons  in  the  faid  Land,  within 
Twelve  Months  after  this  Parliament  is  finifhed, 
and  otherwife  the  Iffues  and  Profits  of  the  faid 
Benefices  (Divine  Service  and  Ordinary  Charges 
kepG  fhall  be  divided,  the  Half  tQ,the  Commo- 
dity and  Profit  of  their  Benefices,  and  Churches, 
the  other  Half  to  be  expended  in  the  King’s 
Wars  in  Defence  of  the  poor  Land  of  Ireland , 
and  any  Grants  of  Abfency  made  by  the  King  to 
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them  or  any  of  them,  or  to  be  made  and  grant- 
ed in  Time  coming  to  the  contrary  thereof,  to 
be  void  and  of  no  Force  in  Law,  uniefs  that  it 
be  by  Authority  of  Parliament. 

Thefe  were  fome  ot  the  legal  Provifions  which 
our  Anceftors  made  to  prevent  our  Gentlemen 
of  Eftates  and  Employments,  and  alfo  our  Cler- 
gy from  living  abroad,  and  we  do  not  find  they 
were  ever  repealed  *,  happy  had  it  been  for  the 
Kingdom,  if  they  had  been  duly  executed. 

Money  being  the  Meafure  of  all  Commerce, 
a certain  Quantity  thereof  is  neceffary  for  carry- 
ing on  the  Trade  of  each  Country,  in  Propor- 
tion to  the  Bufinefs  thereof-,  it  is  generally  efti- 
mated  now  that  the  current  Specie  of  England  is 
upwards  of  Twenty  Million,  Sterling,  and  that 
io  much  is  neceffary  for  its  Foreign  and  Domeftic: 
Trade,  in  which  it  is  much  affifled  by  many  Mil- 
lions more  in  Paper,  Bank  and  Sooth- Sea  Stock 
and  other  public  Securities,  which  being  eaiily 
transferred  from  one  to  another,  have  in  Effect 
the  Ufe  and  Convenience  of  Money. 

It  is  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  the  Quantity 
of  Specie  requifite  to  carry  on  the  Trade  of  Ire- 
land with  Eafe  and  Advantage,  cannot  be  lets 
than  about  1,500,000/.  if  we  confider  that  the 
Yearly  Value  of  our  Exports  is  at  a Medium  for 
Seven  Years  ending  the  25th  of  March , 1781, 
3,064,2 92/.  and  of  our  Imports  2,681,515/.  that 
the  Public  Revenue  is  yearly  about  1,069,782/. 
and  the  Charge  of  the  Eftablifhments  is  upwards 
of  1,003,697/.  per  Ann.  and  that  our  Rents  and 
domeftic  Commerce,  amount  yearly  to  the  Value 
of  feveral  Millions,  all  which  Articles  muft  be 
paid  in  ready  Money,  efpecially  in  Ulfter  and 
Connaught , and  therefore  can  hardly  be  fuppofed 
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to  require  lefs  than  1,500,000/.  for  the  conveni- 
ent Management  thereof 

Of  late  Years  we  have  mod  fenfibly  felt  a 
a Scarcity  of  Money,  * when  Exchange  rofe  up 
to  10  per  Cent,  and  Merchants  could  not  get 
their  Bills  at  any  Rate  dilcounted.  Money  which 
could  lome  few  Years  ago  be  had  at  4.  per  Cent, 
cannot  now  at  lefs  than  6,  and  Gentlemen  of 
Eflates  and  undeniable  Land  Security,  cannot 
without  the  greated  Difficulty  raife  Money,  the 
Bankers  finding  fo  great  a Call ; and  it  is  fo  much 
their  Convenience  to  employ  mod  of  their  Cadi 
in  the  Difcounting  Trade,  which  they  call  very 
emphatically  a living  Credit,  as  the  Money  lent 
that  way  comes  back  again  in  fo  fhort  a Time. 

This  Want  of  Money  in  the  Kingdom  throws 
a Damp  upon  all  Bufinefs.  Manufacturers  cannot 
be  fet  to  work.  Materials  purchafed,  or  Credit 
fubfid and  People  who  are  willing  to  fupport 
themfelves  by  their  Indudry,  are  left  to  druggie 
with  Poverty  for  want  of  Employment,  and 
many  E dates  are  left  unimproved. 

We  are  not  now  at  a Lofs  to  point  out  the 
principal  Source  of  all  our  Misfortunes,  and  the 
chief  Caufe  of  all  this  Didrefs  •,  it  appears  plain- 
ly from  the  Lid  of  Ablentees,  and  the  Edimate 
of  the  Quantity  of  Specie  they  may  be  reafona- 
bly  fuppofed  to  draw  yearly  out  of  the  Kingdom, 
that  no  other  Country  labors  under  fo  wadeful  a 
Drain  of  its  Treafures,  as  Ireland  does  at  preient 

by 

* By  this  Mean?,  Gentlemen  of  Eftates  labour  under 
great  Difficulties  in  raifing  of  Money  upon  landed  Security, 
infomuch  that  they  began  to  think  of  relaxing  fome  of  the 
Popery  Laws  with  refpedt  to  allowing  Papifts  to  take  real  or 
landed  Securities  under  certain  Reftridions  to  induce  them  to 
bring  Money  into  the  Kingdom, 
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by  ail  annual  Remittance  of  above  two  Millions 
to  our  Gentlemen  Abroad,  without  the  leaf!:  Con- 
fideration  or  Value  returned  for  the  fame  : This  is 
fo  great  a Burthen  upon  us,  that  I believe  there 
is  not  in  Hiftory*  an  Inftance  of  any  one  Coun- 
try paying  fo  large  a yearly  Tribute  to  another. 

Countries  that  abound  in  Mines  of  Gold  and 
Silver,  are  enabled  by  the  Bounty  of  Nature,  to 
bear  an  Exportation  of  their  Bullion  ; but  others, 
which  want  this  natural  Produce,  and  have  no 
other  way  of  getting  or  keeping  Money,  but  by 
having  the  Balance  of  Trade  in  their  Favour, 
fuffer  extremely,  whenever  they  want  Coin  fuffi- 
cient  for  circulating  their  Bufinefs. 

It  is  believed  by  many,  who  underftand  our 
Money  Affairs,  that  there  is  lefs  Specie  now  in 
the  Kingdom,  than  was  at  any  Time  fince  the 
Revolution  ; if  fo,  ’tis  impoffible  to  fubfift  much 
longer  under  fuch  a Drain  *,  for  if  the  Quantity 
of  Money  exported  vaftly  over-balances  any  In- 
come or  Gain  we  have  by  Trade  (as  plainly  ap- 
pears by  examining  the  Lift,  the  Balance  of  our 
Trade  herein  fet  forth,  and  a conftant  Courfe  of 
Exchange  againft  us)  it  evidently  follows,  that 
all  our  remaining  Specie,  will,  in  a little  Time, 
be  carried  off ; the  Confequence  whereof  will  be, 
that  we  fhall  be  utterly  difabled  from  carrying  on 
our  Foreign  and  Domeftic  Commerce,  paying 
Rents,  or  difcharging  the  public  Eftablifhment. 

9Tis  true,  this  Evil  is  of'  fuch  a Nature,  as  in 
a little  Time,  it  muft  cure  itfelf  •,  for  if  the  De- 
mands of  our  Abfentees  greatly  exceed  all  our 
Gain  by  Trade,  and  amount  to  as  much  yearly, 
as  the  whole  current  Coin  of  the  Kingdom  ; 
there  will  be  foon  nothing' left  for  them  to  draw 
away,  and  they  muft  be  forced  to  return  to  their 
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native  Country  ; which  muft  necefiarily*  be  the 
Cafe,  unlefs,  (which  cannot  reafonably  be  fuppo- 
fed)  they  fhall  think  it  a lefs  Grievance  to  ftarve 
abroad. 

When  Things  come  to  this  Extremity,  great 
muft  be  the  Calamity  of  all,  even  of  thofe  who 
are  innocent,  and  have  not  had  the  lead  Share  in 
bringing  this  Evil  upon  us ; fo  then  no  Rents 
can  be  paid  in  Money,  but  all  in  Kind  ; no  Sort 
of  Trade  can  be  carried  on,  but  by  bartering  one 
Commodity  for  another  : The  Price  of  Lands 
muft  univerfally  fall,  the  Army  muft  be  broke, 
or  live  on  free  Quarters,  and  the  Eftablifhment, 
and  all  Profeflions  muft  fink  for  want  of  Money 
to  fupport  them. 

We  fhall  be  then  reduced  to  the  former  Con- 
dition of  fome  of  our  Plantations,  out  of  which, 
for  the  fame  Caufe,  all  Money  is  carried  off  as 
faft  as  it  enters,  and  nothing  left  current  but  Pa- 
per. 

If  our  Gentlemen  abroad,  were  the  only  Suf- 
ferers by  their  Conduct,  we  fhould  have  no  Rea-( 
Ion  to  complain  ; but  it  happens  in  this  Cafe, 
that  though  they  bring  this  Evil  upon  us  they 
will  be  the  Jaft  that  will  feel  the  Effects  of  it ; 
but  at  length,  muft  fhare  the  fame  Fate  with  our- 
felves. 

’Tis  melancholy  to  obferve  that  now  we  are 
labouring  under  great  Diladvantages  in  Trade, 
and  ftruggling  with  Penury  and  Want,  the  Hu- 
mour of  living,  and  fpending  abroad  ftill  en- 
creafes  among  our  Men  of  Diftindtion  and  Sta- 
tion, and  has  even  infedted  our  Ladies,  who  may 
be  fooner  found  at  London , Paris , Rome^  or  any 
foreign  Place  of  Expence,  than  at  Home. 
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If  thofe  Gentlemen,  who  now  draw  out  of  the 
Kingdom  yearly  near  two  Million  and  an  Half, 
could  be  prevailed  upon  to  fpend  the  fame  at 
Home,  the  Advantages  and  good  Effects  thereof, 
would  be  foon  vifible  in  the  Improvement  of 
Lands  and  Houfes ; in  the  Enereafe  of  People, 
Arts,  and  Manufactures,  in  a great  Produce  in 
the  Excife  and  Cufloms,  and  in  a better  Support 
of  the  Government : Whereas,  now  by  the  Means 
of  our  Nobility  and  Gentry  defer  ting  their  own 
Country,  arid  fpending  all  abroad,  our  People 
are  left  without  Employment,  and  are  forced  to 
fhift  to  foreign  Countries,  even  to  America , to 
get  a Livelihood. 

5Tis  too  much  in  Reafon  for  thefe  Gentlemen 
to  expeCt  that  we  fhall  patiently  bear  with  the 
Lofs  of  our  Trade,  Lofs  of  our  Mpney,  and 
additional  Taxes,  for  no  other  Reafon  but  to  gra- 
tify the  Vanity  of  thofe,  who  have  thus  wan- 
tonly abandoned  their  Country,  and  riot  abroad 
in  its  Ruin  : There  is  no  way  left  to  fave  us, 
but  by  obliging  them  to  live  at  Home  or  making 
them  pay  for  living  abroad. 

Perhaps  fome  may  imagine,  that  our  Abfen- 
tees,  have  great  Encouragement  to  go,  and  fpend 
their  Fortunes  abroad,  that  they  are  received  with 
open  Arms,  and  preferred  to  Places  of  Profit* 
Honor,  and  Power  ; but  alas  ! if  we  examine 
the  Life,  we  fhall  find,  that  there  are  but  very 
few  therein  mentioned,  born  and  bred  in  Ireland \ 
who  have  got  Penfions  or  any  Civil  or  Military 
Employment  by  living  abroad,  fo  little  are  they 
regarded  in  thofe  Countries  where  they  fpend  all 
their  Fortunes : The  Cafe  indeed  is  otherwife 
with  the  North  Britons , who  lofe  nothing  by  go- 
ing into  other  Countries,  whatever  they  gain 
F 2 there  ; 
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there  j 3tis  true  there  are  Tome  Lords  in  the  faid 
Lift,  who  have  Employments  abroad  ; but  thefe 
honourable  Perfons  (a  very  few  excepted)  were 
neither  bred  nor  born  in  Ireland , and  owe  their 
Preferments  to  their  Interefts  and  Alliances 
abroad ; and  not  to  any  Eftates  they  happen  to 
have  in  Ireland. 

Nor  can  we  think  it  ftrange,  that  our  Abfen- 
tees  are  thus  ferved  ; for  how  can  Perfons,  who 
can  get  no  Employment  in  their  own  Country  by 
Virtue  of  the  Intereft  they  have  there,  expeft  to 
be  preferred  in  another,  where  they  have  no  Itv 
tereft  at  all. 

We  may  be  foon  cured  of  any  vain  Expefta- 
tions  of  Promotion  abroad,  if  we  confider  that 
our  Countrymen  are  fo  far  from  being  carefied, 
that  they  are  generally  flighted  in  other  Countries  : 
It  muft  be  owned,  that  the  Poverty  of  feme  of 
our  Natives,  and  the  Extravagance  of  many  of 
our  Men  of  Fortune  have  brought  us  into  Dif- 
credit  and  Contempt ; fo  that  of  all  Nations  we 
have  the  Misfortune  to  be  the  leaft  regarded  by 
rhofe,  who  get  moft  by  us  : And  yet  fuch  is  our 
Folly,  that  many  of  our  People,  chofe  to  fpend 
their  Eftates  in  a mean  obfcure  Way  abroad,  un- 
der the  Contempt  and  Hatred  of  all  about  them, 
rather  than  live  at  home  in  Plenty,  Honor,  and 
Ejfteem. 

I wifh  we  could  fay,  that  thefe  Gentlemen, 
by  living  abroad,  had  any  way  contributed  to 
the  Intereft  of  Ireland , but  I am  afraid,  they 
have  no  Merit  of  this  Kind  to  plead,  for  except 
a very  few  Perfons,  who  upon  all  Occafions  have 
been  willing,  induftrious,  and  able  to  ferve  us, 
(and  which  we  lhall  ever  with  the  greateft  Grati- 
tude acknowledge)  we  know  pf  few  Abfentees, 


£ 45  1 

who  upon  Emergency  wherein  the  Interefi  of 
Ireland  wag  concerned,  have  had  Spirit  or  Difpo- 
fition,  Intereft  or  Weight,  or  even  a fufficient 
Knowledge  of  the  Affairs  of  their  own  Country 
to  do  it  Service  •,  they  are  either  Strangers  to  the 
CircumfLnces  and  Interefts  of  Ireland , or  have 
no  Power  or  Qualifications  to  be  of  ufe  to  it. 

If  we  enquire  into  the  Motives  of  this  ConduCt 
of  our  Gentlemen,  fo  injurious  to  their  own,  and 
their  Country’s  Intereft;  we  fhall  find,  that  a 
luxurious  Manner  of  Living,  an  Affectation  of 
imitating  the  Nobility  and  Gentry  of  other  Coun- 
tries in  their  Expences,  together  with  the  Large- 
nefs  of  their  Fortunes,  are  the  principal  Motives 
of  their  fpending  all  their  Eftates  abroad  ; which 
they  feldom  fail  to  incumber  with  great  Debts, 
and  frequently  fell,  either  to  gratify  their  prefent 
Vanity,  or  pay  for  paft  Follies. 

5Tis  a melancholy  Obfervation,  and  fit  to  be 
remembered,  that  alrnoft  all  the  Eftates,  which 
of  late  Years,  have  been  fold  in  Ireland , have 
belonged  to  fuch  of  our  Gentlemen,  as  brought 
themfelves  under  a Neceffity  of  felling  to  dis- 
charge Debts  contra&ed  abroad  ; we  can  juftiy 
date  the  Ruin  of  feveral  great  Families  from  the 
fatal  Period  of  their  going  to  live  abroad  ; and 
we  may  now,  prophetically,  pronounce  the  like 
Fate  of  feveral  others,  who  have  of  late,  or  fhall 
hereafter  follow  the  fame  Courfe  of  living,  that 
their  Lands  fhall  pafs  away  to  Strangers,  and 
their  Names  be  no  more  heard  of. 

The  Extinction  of  fuch  Families,  may  proba- 
bly be  no  hurt  to  the  Public,  but  then  the  Value 
of  their  Ellates  fpent  abroad,  is  certainly  loft  to 
the  Kingdom  ; an  Englijh  Prodigal  injures  none 
his  own  Family,  fmce  whatever  he  fquanders. 


[ 46  ] 

goes  into  the  Pockets  of  others,  of  the  fame 
Country-,  but  any  Irijh  Spendthrift,  ‘who  com- 
monly makes  London  or  Paris  the  Scene  of  his 
Extravagance,  not  only  deprives  his  Family,  but 
his  Country  alfo,  of  the  full  Value  of  all  he 
con  fumes. 

It  has  been  obferved  fas  another  ill  Effed  of 
living  abroad)  concerning  fuch  of  our  Gentlemen 
of  Fortune,  as  happened  to  marry  there ; that 
they  and  their  Pofterity  are  for  the  moft  Part  loft 
to  this  Kingdom  ; it  is  fhocking  to  an  Englijh 
Lady,  to  think  of  living  in  fuch  a poor,  defpifed 
Place  as  Ireland  is,  and  if  fhe  has  not  made  it  an 
Article  of  Marriage,  as  it  often  is  the  Cafe,  fhc 
feldom  fails,  fome  other  way  to  prevail  on  an 
eafy  Hufband  to  forfake  his  Country,  and  takes 
Care  to  breed  up  her  Children  in  the  fame  Aver- 
fion  j and  from  that  Time  forward,  we  hear  no 
more  of  them,  but  by  their  conftant  drawing  all 
their  Rents  from  hence,  and  racking  their  poor 
Tenants : Such  Deferters  prove  the  word  Ene- 
mies to  Ireland , by  laying  it  under  a continual 
yearly  Pillage  to  their  Vanity  and  Luxury,  with- 
out contributing  the  leaft  Farthing,  towards  the 
Support  of  the  Government. 

And  here  I cannot  but  take  Notice  of  the  Con- 
dud  of  fome  of  our  Gentlemen,  in  fending  their 
Children  to  other  Countries  for  Education  ; it  is 
certain,  if  they  were  better  apprized  of  the  Man- 
ner of  Jiving  and  ftudying,  and  Performances  re- 
quired of  them  abroad,  they  would  believe  it 
much  better  to  educate  them  in  our  Colleges  at 
home,  where  the  Courfe  and  Method  of  ftudy- 
ing are  excelled  by  none  abroad,  and  where  the 
Rules  require  a greater  Stri&nefs  and  Attendance 
tp  Duties,  more  reading  and  ftudying,  and  where 
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there  are  to  be  found  generally  better  Scholars,  in 
Proportion  to  their  Numbers,  and  lefs  Corrup- 
tion ; this  Humour  proceeding  from  a want  of 
Judgment  and  Obfervation,  is  often  attended 
with  this  Confequence,  that  the  young  Gentle- 
men educated  abroad,  either  take  a liking  to 
other  Countries,  and  fo  are  for  ever  loft  to  their 
own,  if  their  Fortune  will  enable  them  to  live 
there;  or  if  they  return  home,  perhaps  bring 
nothing  with  them,  but  the  Follies  and  Luxuries 
of  our  Neighbours,  by  which  we  fuffer  too  much 
already. 

If  lome  think  it  a Hardfhip,  that  moft  of  our 
Employments  are  given  to  other  People  ; we  all 
have  juft  Reafons  to  complain,  that  thofe  Em- 
ployments are  ferved  by  Deputies,  and  of  Con- 
sequence not  only  the  greateft  Part  of  the  Pro- 
fits thereof  carried  out  of  the  Kingdom,  and  fpent 
abroad  ; but  they  are  ill  ierved  and  attended. 
Tis  our  Misfortune  that  too  many  of  the  Englijh , 
who  obtain  Places  in  this  Country,  feldom  fa- 
vour us  with  their  Company  in  the  Enjoyment  of 
them.  ’Tis  true,  we  have  one  Vifit  from  them 
when  they  come  over  to  qualify  themfelves  here, 
and  take  PofTeftion  of  their  Preferments ; tho* 
fome  of  them  will  not  even  be  at  fo  much  Trou- 
ble, but  obtain  A£ts  of  Parliament  in  England  to 
difpenfc  with  their  Qualifications  in  Ireland  ; and 
after  this  Beginning,  we  fee  no  more  of  them  but 
their  Names  in  our  public  Eftablifhments. 

But  as  to  thofe  who  get  Preferment  here,  and 
live  and  fettle  with  us,  we  have  no  Caufe  to  re- 
pine ; tkey  become  one  with  us,  heartily  efpoufe 
the  Intereft  of  the  Country,  and  are  in  all  Re- 
fpe&s  an  Advantage  to  it ; we  cannot  but  remem- 
ber, that  a great  many  confiderable  Families  now 
in  the  Kingdom,  are  the  Defendants  of  fuch, 
who  came  hither  for  Preferment.  it 
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It  is  a melancholy  Thing  to  view  the  above 
Lilt  of  Abfentee  Penfioners,  when  upwards  of 
56,777/.  of  the  100,313/.  in  the  whole  granted 
tor  Civil,  Military,  and  French  Pen  lions  is  yearly 
fpent  abroad,  we  are  always  increafing  our  Penfion 
Lift.  It  is  now  more  than  double  a great  deal, 
what  it  was  when  Mr.  Prior  wrote,  and  every 
Change  of  Miniftry  in  a neighbouring  King- 
dom generally  increafes  it  conliderably.  Taxes 
fpent  at  home  do  not  impoverish  us,  though  pri- 
vate Perfons  may  fuffer  in  the  Payment  of  them  * 
but  whatever  is  fpent  abroad,  is  a general  Lofs  to 
the  Kingdom. 

100,313/.  the  Sum  our  Penfion  Lift  amounts 
to,  would  pay  an  Intereft,  at  the  Rate  of  4 per 
Cent,  for  upwards  of  2,508,000/.  fo  that  it  may 
well  be  faid,  we  have  got  into  a Debt  equal  to 
that  Sum  unknown  to  ourfelves,  and  pay  Intereft 
annually  for  it,  befides  our  other  national  Debt. 

Another  Thing  that  makes  the  Penfions  fit 
heavy  on  every  Body’s  Mind  is,  one  is  greatly  at 
a Lofs  to  find  out  the  Merit  of  moft  of  them  5 
indeed  there  are  fome  that  no  one  ever  found 
Fault  with,  others  that  do  great  Honour  to  the 
Lift,  whole  Name  and  Adtions  the  People  of  Ire- 
land moft  gratefully  remember,  fuch  as  the  feve- 
ral  Branches  of  the  Royal  Family,  Sir  Edward 
Hawke  y and  Prince  Ferdinand  of  Brunfwick. 

There  was  no  Part  of  his  Majefty’s  Dominions 
more  chearfully  bore  the  Expences  and  Burthens 
of  the  late  Wars  than  the  People  of  Ireland and 
the  Parliament  of  that  Kingdom,  with  a becom- 
ing Zeal  and  Spirit,  granted  all  that  was  alked 
of  them,  and  run  themfeives  in  Debt  for  that 
Purpofe,  and  that  too,  though  two  Parts  in  three 
of  that  Expence  was  laid  out  abroad,  and  our 

Kingdom 


[ 49  ] 

Kingdom  left,  in  a great  Meafure,  naked  of 
Troops.  Hardly  5000  Men,  at  a Time  when 
we  were  in  the  greateft  Danger  of  wanting  them, 
and  our  Militia  was  quite  ufclefs  for  want  of  ef- 
fectual Laws  for  railing  and  difciplining  of  them,* 
viz.  Sir  Edward  Hawke's  Victory  at  Sea,  and 
that  great  Admiral’s  delivering  this  Kingdom 
from  the  Miferies  and  Ravages  of  a French  In- 
valid!. But  this  Spirit  and  Zeal  of  the  People 
of  Ireland  fhould  meet  with  a luitable  Return  and 
Relaxation  of  Taxes  and  Expences,  in  Time  of 
Peace  in  the  Military  Department  , and  yet,  in- 
Read  of  that,  we  find  the  Charges  of  the  Milita- 
ry Eftabli  (lament  fince  thelaft  War,  within  a very 
few  Thouland  Pounds,  equal  to  what  it  was 
during  the  War,  when  the  whole  Military  Efta- 
blifhment and  Expences  were  very  near  600,000/. 
annually,  at  a Medium.  But  this  appears  clearly 
to  be  owing,  in  a great  Meafure,  to  the  Troops 
we  have  now  here  in  Time  of  Peace,  being,  in 
Effeft  an  Army  of  Officers,  there  being  but  2B 
Men  in  a Company,  ^nd  19  Men  in  a Troop  ■f 
fo  that  the  annual  Pay  of  Officers  of  the  Army 
here  is  very  near  half  the  Expence  of  the  whole 
Army,  about  170,610/-  17J.  6d.  of  the  348,264 /. 
15J.  the  whole  Pay  of  the  Army  in  1777,  and 
this  Article  greatly  fwells  our  Abfentee  Lift.  By 
ail  this  it  is  manifeft,  that  what  Ireland  pays  in 

G Time 

* This  was  in  1777,  but  the  lafl  Sefiionof  Parliament  in 
1782  went  further,  by  permitting  5000  of  our  Army  to  go 
to  England,  &c.  voted  i oo,oool.  to  eniiffc  20,000  Seamen 
for  the  Navy,  which  would  have  coft  them  at  leaib  50,000!. 
more 

f In  England  there  was  in  i 779,  47  Men  in  a Company 
and  31  in  a Troop  of  the  Marching  Regiments,  which  is 
about  two  fifths  more  private  Men  than  we  had  at  that  Time; 
fo  that  we  might  have  an  Army  of  near  17000  Men  inftead 
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Time  of  Peace  on  this  Head,  is  to  be  confidered 
as  a great  additional  Expence,  and  a confiderable 
AfTiftance  and  Strength  to  the  Britijh  Empire. 

We  are  apt  to  complain  of  the  Hard  (hips  laid 
upon  us  by  England  in  refpect  to  our  Trade,  and 
when  we  are  pinched,  and  in  Diftrefs,  charge  our 
Misfortunes  to  the  Account  of  other  People  ; 
but  if  we  truly  examine  all  Circumltances,  we 
iliall  find,  that  to  ourfelves  we  owe  moft  of  the 
Misfortunes,  and  Inconveniencies  we  labour  un- 
der ; we  owe  them  to  our  immoderate  Confump- 
tion  of  foreign  Commodities  at  home,  and  extra- 
vagant fpending  abroad. 

It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  we  fhould 
grow  poorer  every  Day  under  fuch  an  unprofita- 
ble Drain  of  Money,  which  all  the  Labour  of 
the  People  and  Produce  of  the  Country,  with 
every  Acquifition  they  can  make,  are  not  able  to 
fuppiy.  This  is  an  Evii  long  complained  of, 

and 

of  izooo,  with  only  the  additional  Pay  of  the  Difference  of 
lb  many  private  Men,  which  would  not  amount  toaveiy 
large  Sum,  as  you  would  have  the  fame  Number  of  Offi- 
cers, which  are  the  great  Expence  of  an  Army. 

I am  fare  if  the  Horfe,  Foot,  and  Dragoons,  on  the  lrijk 
Eftablifliment,  were  put  on  the  fame  Footing  with  refpeiit 
to  the  Number  of  private  Men  that  it  is  in  England , an 
Army  of  1 5000  effe&ive  Men  might  be  kept  here  at  a lefs 
Expence  than  our  prefent  nominal  Army  of  12,000  Men  ; 
I fay  nominal  Army,  for,  it  is  certain,  we  have  very  fefdoin 
above  5000  or  6000  effe&ive  Men  in  the  Kingdom,  which 
makes  the  Country  look  very  thin  of  Troops. 

What  a Difference  is  there  between  the  Peace  Eftabliffi- 
ment  in  1779  for  12000  Men,  viz.  4 Regiments  of  Horfe, 
S of  Dragoons,  and  30  of  Foot,  and  King  William’s,  of 
t Regiments  of  Horfe,  confiding  of  261  Aden  each,  3 of 
Dragoons,  of  362  Men  each,  and  20  of  Foot,  of  488  Men 
each.  The  Irifh  Military  Eftabliihment  is  in  Effect  no 
more  than  a Nurfery  for  an  .Army,  anja  a very  expenfive 
one  ; but,  if  it  was  managed  with  Opconomy  and  made 
more  ufeful,  it  would  be  better  re-liffiea. 


Year 
ending 
25  th  ol 
March. 
1 76° 

1761 

1762 

1763 

1764 

1765 

1766 

Totals, 


:i  775 

.1776 


178 


Totals 


An  Account  of  the  Value  of  the 
Exports  and  Imports  of  Ireland  for 
feven  Years,  ending  the  25th  of 
March , 1766. 

What  the  Exports 
exceed  the  Im- 
ports to  all  Coun- 
tries during  that 
Time,  or  the  Ba- 
lance of  Trade  in 
favour  of  Ireland. 

An  Account  of  the  Value  of  the 
Exports  and  Imports  from  Great- Bri- 
tain to  Ireland  for  feven  Years,  end- 
ing the  25th  of  March , 1766. 

What  the  Exports 
exceed  the  Im- 
ports to  GreaP- 
Britain , during 
that  Time,  or 
the  Balance  of 
Trade  in  favour 
of  Ireland. 

EXPORTS. 

IMPORTS. 

EXPORTS. 

IMPORTS. 

1.  s.  d . 

1 s.  d. 

1.  s.  d. 

/.  j.  d. 

/.  j.  d. 

1.  s.  d. 

21393S8  1 0 

2244951  17  10 

2438926  2 0 

2279926  4 5 

2595229  5 4 

2492064  18  1 

2794481  6 9 

1647592  1 3 

1527903  2 2 

I9I4798  *5  11 

.1818433  6 4 

2216274  7 10 
2139810  7 1 

229130°  7 2 

491795  !9  9 

717048  15  8 

524127  15  I 
461492  -1 8 1 

378954  l7  6 
352254  n 0 
503180  19  7 

1450757  8 6 

1494499  8 2 

1649295  4 5 

I5624OO  9 I 5 

1682196  2 3 

1 693 197  5 6 
2883108  3 9 

1094752  12  11 
1096989  9 2 

i338325  8 9 

1284891  2 8 

1567683  1 1 

H39969  4 8 

1602413  5 7 1 

356004  15  7 

397509  19  0 

310969  15  8 

277509  7 3 

114513  1 2 

253228  0 10 

480694  18  2 

[6984967  1 55 

13556m  18  9 1 

3428855  16  8 | 

ji  1615454  2 6 

9425024  4 *©  | 

2190429  17  8 

At  a Medium  for  above  Seven  Years. 

X j.  <x  I 

1.  s.  d. 

1 l s.  d.  1 

1 l.  s.  d.  1 

I /. 

2426423  19  4 ' 

1936587  8 4 

1 489836  10  11 

1 1659350  11  9 

1 '1346432  0 8 

31 291 8 1 1 T. 

| Ditto  for  the  Year  ending  the  25th 
of  March , 1781. 

Ditto. 

Ditto  for  the  feven  Years  ending  the 
25th  of  March , 1781. 

Ditto. 

3143038  1 0^ 

3260748  13  5| 

3148132  1 n| 

3262801  7 93 

) 27271 14  13  4 
) 301 2 17 8 *3  9^ 

t 2896035  7 1 

■ 2508415  9 
: 2654558  2 53 

; 3I23928  l8  l7j 
; 2836802  12  II 
2195935  1 8 

: 2327937  18  7 i 

634622  11  1 1 dj 
606190  ii  0^ 
r 24203  3 IOJ 

425998  14  loi 
53 i i 79  ii  8 
\ 684240  15  1% 

2379858  9 84 

2551211  ii  34 
2552296  18  44 

2718145  i 8 i| 
2256659  0 5 

[ 2584898  16  7! 

1739543  18  4| 
187 5525  12 
2233192  7 92 

2076460  16  25 

1644770  17  5| 

159*554  H “4 

640314  i*  3* 

675685  18  7r 
319 104  10  74 

641685  £ n£ 

61 1888  2 ii£ 

793344  1 a 

31 2303 1 9 7; 

Imports  Excefs. 

1 226996  2 6{ 

i 2187406  15  0;| 

2432419  13  10 

Imports  Excefs. 
245012' 18  94 

1.21450048  18  6; 

^18770609  12  si 

7 2906435  8 67 

h 7030477  9 7i 

73593468  1 4^ 

3682022  7 °2 

At  a Medium  ftruck  for  the  Seven  Years,  leaving  out  the  Year  wherein  the  Exceffes  were. 

| 3064292  14  1 

J 2681515  -13  2 

1 415205  1 3 1 2432925  7 .1 

| I94I924  O 2 

j 526003  4 9 

'*  * Oppofite  Page  51. 
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and  in  our  Days  is  encrcafed  to  that  Degree,  that 
we  fhall  foon  be  utterly  exhaufted,  unlefs  Tome 
effectual  Stop  be  put  thereto  •,  and  as  it  arifes 
principally  from  ourfelves,  it  is  much  in  our 
Power  to  red  refs  it. 

I fhall  now  proceed  to  confider  the  Trade  of 
Ireland , in  order  to  examine  whether  the  Balance 
arifing  from  thence  will  enable  us  to  anfwer  thefe 
great  and  conflant  Draughts  upon  us  from  abroad, 
and  alfo  to  give  fuch  a juft  Reprefentation  of  our 
Commercial  Affairs,  as  that  Gentlemen,  by  be- 
ing better  apprifcd  of  the  true  State  of  their 
"'Country,  may  be  thereby  qualified  to  think  on 
proper  Methods  and  Schemes  for  improving  the 
fame  ; for  finely  nothing  will  fo  effectually  enable 
Men  to  take  right  Meafures  for  the  Good  of  their 
Country,  as  to  be  rightly  informed  concerning 
the  Trade  and  true  Intereft  thereof. 

It  appears  clearly  from  the  Tables  of  Imports 
and  Exports  hereto  annexed  *,  which  have  been 
carefully  taken  from  the  Cuftom-Houfe  Books,  and 
the  Computation  made  relative  to  the  Balance  of 
Trade  in  our  Favour,  that  whatfoever  Gain  we 
have  that  Way  falls  confiderably  fhort  of  what  is 
fufificient  to  anfwer  the  Demands  of  our  Gentle- 
men abroad. 

I fhall  confider  our  Trade  under  the  following 
Heads: 

i ft.  I fhall  examine  what  Ireland  gains  or 
jofes,  both  in  relpeCb  of  its  general  Trade  with 
G a all 

* Thefe  Tables  were  annexed  to  the  former  Editions  of 
this  Treat  ife,  but  are  now  omitted,  as  they  were  very  long, 
and  greatly  encreafed  the  Price  ofit,  and  may  be  more  fully 
feen  in  the  Returns  made  to  Parliament  every  Sellion,  from 
the  Examinatars-Ojfice  in  the  Cufiom-Houfey  and  likewife 
from  Tables  conftantly  kept  by  the  Dublin  Society  in  their 
Mufeum,  and  which  may  be  feen  at  any  Time, 
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all  the  World,  and  of  its  particular  Trade,  with 
the  feveral  Countries  it  has  Dealings  with. 

adly.  I fhall  particularly  take  Notice  of  the 
Countries  we  trade  with  to  mod  Advantage,  or 
Di fad  vantage. 

3cUy.  I fhall  offer  fome  Hints  for  the  better 
Improvement  and  Regulation  of  our  Trade. 

As  to  the  fird  Head,  we  are  to  obferve, 
that  in  order  to  form  a right  Judgment  of 
the  Trade  of  any  Country,  and  whether  it 
gains  or  lofes  in  its  Commerce  with  any  particu- 
lar Nation,  or  its  Traffic  with  all  Countries,  it  is 
abfolutely  necefiary  to  be  well  informed  how 
much  Money  that  Country  pays  for  its  Imports, 
and  receives  for  its  Exports  for  the  Difference 
of  both  in  Value,  is  the  true  Meafure  of  Lofs 
and  Gain  *,  if  the  Exports  fell  for  more  than  is 
laid  out  in  purchafing  the  Imports,  cr  if  the  Im- 
ports cod  more  than  the  Exports  amount  to,  the 
Difference  will  be  returned  in  Specie,  and  is  call- 
ed the  Balance. 

Though  it  mud  be  confeffed  to  be  very  diffi- 
cult to  come  at  an  exact  Knowledge  of  the  true 
Value  of  all  Goods  imported  and  exported,  in  a 
Country  that  has  an  extenfive  Trade,  and  has 
loaded  its  Imports  with  high  Duties  *,  yet,  I hope, 
we  fhall  be  thought  to  come  very  near  the  Truth, 
by  the  Means  of  thofe  Enquiries  and  Calculations 
we  have  made,  and  efpe daily  by  the  Help  of 
thofe  Abftracts  which  have  been  laid  from  Time 
to  Time  before  the  Houle  of  Commons  by  the 
Officers  of  the  Cuftom-Honfe , who  make  up  year- 
ly Accounts  of  the  Quantity  and  Value  of  all 
Commodities  imported  and  exported  : And  hav- 
ing made  feveral  Edimates  and  Obfervations  from 
the  laid  Abdracfs,  I fhall  here  prefent  them  to 
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die  Reader  in  one  View  for  his  better  Informati- 
on, judging  them  the  bed  Foundation  we  can  go 
upon  for  forming  a juft  Eftimate  of  our  Trade, 
compared  with  other  Nations;  and  the  only 
Way  to  clear  up  the  Miftakes  and  wrong  No- 
tions, which  feveral  entertain  concerning  our 
Trade  with  particular  Countries,  and  as  there  are 
feveral  Articles,  not  taken  Notice  of  by  the  Offi- 
cers of  the  Cujiom-Houfe , which  ought  to  be 
taken  into  Confideration  when  we  are  drawing  up 
the  Balance  of  our  refpedive  Trades,  we  ffiail 
endeavour  to  fupply  them. 

Thus  far  we  are  inftruded  by  the  Cuftom-Hcufe 
Books,  concerning  the  Quantity  and  Value  of 
our  Commodities  imported  and  exported,  and 
their  refpedive  Balances  depending  thereon,  and 
find  that  the  Balance  in  our  Favour  of  all  our 
Trade  in  general,  taken  at  a Medium  yearly,  for 
the  laft  feven  Years  ending  the  25th  of  March^ 
17 66,  amounts  to  4.89,836/.  10 s.  n d,  and  for 
fix  Years  ending  the  25th  of  March,  1^80, 
415,205/. 

Ic  is  proper  to  take  Notice  of  the  Manner  of 
Valuation  pradifed  by  the  proper  Officers,  who 
(as  we  are  well  informed,)  value  all  our  Exports 
at  a Medium  of  the  Price  current  in  our  Markets 
at  home  ; and  all  the  Imports  at  the  mean  Rate 
we  are  fuppofed  to  pay  for  them  to  other  Coun- 
tries ; and  to  do  Juftice  to  the  Care  and  Skill  of 
the  Officers,  we  muft  obferve,  they  are,  for  the 
moft  Part,  pretty  exad,  and  right  in  their  Valu- 
ations, having  made  it  their  Bufinefs  to  be  well 
informed  by  Merchants,  and  other  Dealers,  of 
the  current  Rates  of  Commodities  both  at  home 
and  abroad. 


It 
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It  mull  be  owned,  that  this  Manner  of  Valua* 
tion  will  not  give  us  the  true  Balances  of  our 
Trade  with  other  Countries  *,  for  though  in  re- 
fpe£l  to  the  Imports,  no  Alteration  is  to  be  made 
in  the  Value  of  them,  on  the  Stfppofition  that 
we  rate  them  no  higher  than  the  prime  Coft  we 
pay  for  them  to  other  Countries,  yet  we  muft 
add  to  the  Value  of  our  Exports,  whatever  we 
fell  them  for  abroad,  more  than  they  are  rated 
for  at  home ; this  additional  Value  arifes  from 
the  Duty  and  Charges  of  Exportation,  the 
Freight,  Expence  and  Profit  of  Merchants,  which 
in  long  Voyages  are  very  confiderable,  and  en- 
hance the  Price  of  Commodities  to  the  Gain  of 
the  Nation,  in  whofe  Ships,  and  on  whofe  Ac- 
count thefe  Goods  are  exported  *. 

To  adjuft  thefe  Articles,  that  are  either  to  be 
added,  or  fubtradted  from  the  refpedtive  Balances 
as  they  are  fettled  by  our  Cuftom-Houfe  Officers, 
is  very  difficult,  and  requires  the  Knowledge  of 
many  Particulars,  not  eafy  to  come  at. 

Indeed  the  Proportion  of  the  Commodities 
exported  or  imported,  on  the  Account  of  our 
Merchants,  is  not  eafy  to  afeertain  ; but  upon 
the  beft  Enquiry  I have  been  able  to  make,  and 
I have  been  affifted  by  feveral  Merchants  of  great 
Skill  and  Knowledge,  I judge  that  at  a Medium 
the  fixth  Part  of  the  Value  of  our  whole  Exports 
and  Imports,  may  be  the  Proportion  that  our 
Merchants  export  and  import  in  their  own  Ship- 
ping, on  their  own  Accounts  i upon  this  Suppo- 

fition 

* It  is  imagined  the  Exports  are  greatly  over-rated,  for  as 
in  mod  Articles  no  Duty  is  paid  on  Exportation,  Merchants 
enter  at  Pleafure,  and  to  gain  a Credit,  fometimes  a great 
Beal  more  than  they  really  lend  abroad,  and  particularly  in 
5the  Article  of  Linens. 
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fition,  the  Balance  of  this  Part  of  our  Trade  is 
greatly  againft  us,  only  one  fixth  by  the  Merch- 
ants and  Traders  of  this  Country,  and  the  other 
five  chiefly  thofe  of  Great  ^Britain  ; this  fhews  us 
what  a fmall  Share  we  ouffelves  have  in  Compa- 
rifon  of  other  Countries,  in  the  Shipping  employ- 
ed in  the  Exportation  and  Importation  of  our 
Commodities. 

This  is  not  the  only  Branch  of  our  Trade  not 
taken  Notice  of,  by  the  Returns  in  our  Cufiom - 
Houfe  Books,  that  is  greatly  againft  us  ; there  is 
another,  which  upon  Examination  I am  afraid 
will  reduce  great  Part  of  the  above  fuppofed  Ba- 
lance in  our  Favour,  if  not  the  whole  ; we  mean 
the  great  Quantity  of  Goods  which  are  yearly  run 
into  the  Kingciom,  without  any  Entry  in  the  Cuf- 
tom-Houfe  Books,  or  Duty  paid  for  the  fame,  for 
which  we  pay  Value  abroad. 

’Tis  impofiible  to  afcertain  the  Value  of  this 
clandeftine  Importation  ; but  the  fair  Trader  com- 
plains of  the  great  Quantities  of  all  Sorts  of  Eaft~ 
India  * Commodities,  Silks,  Tobacco,  Wine, 
Spirits,  &c.  imported  by  Stealth  ; which  no 
Trufts,  Oaths,  Penalties,  or  number  of  Officers 

are 

* Teas  are  not  run  fo  much  now  as  formerly,  owing  to 
the  taking  off  in  1778,  the  high  Duties  of  is,  5^ d . a 
Pound  on  the  Black  Bohea  Teas,  and  is.  2-Id.  on  the 
Greens,  the  Seflion  of  Parliament,  in  1768,  fo  that  now 
there  remains  but  a light  Duty  of  4d.’  on  the  Boheas  and 
6d.  on  the  Greens,  and  though  one  would  think  the  Reve>* 
nue  would  be  coniiderably  lefiened,  yet  am  informed  it  is 
rather  raifed  by  the  Quantities  of  Teas  entered,  and  the 
fmall  Duties  being  regularly  paid. 

I am  fure  the  like  Benefit  would  arife,  if  the  high  Duties 
on  feveral  other  Articles  were  reduced,  viz.  In  Spirits,  To- 
bacco, &c.  for  wherever  the  Duties  are  confiderably  higher 
than  the  Intrinfic  Value  of  the  Commodity,  it  is  a firong 
Temptation  to  run,  and  People  will  hazard  the  Running, 
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are  fufficient  Checks  to  prevent ; if  it  is  difficult 
to  prevent  this  Sort  of  Traffic  in  Dublin , what 
Quantities  muft  we  fuppofe  to  be  privately  im- 
ported into  the  other  Parts  of  the. Kingdom,  in 
a Compafs  of  Coaft  of  near  Soo  Miles  in  Circuit, 
abounding  in  Harbours  and  Creeks,  where  nei- 
ther the  Number  or  Care  of  Officers  can  be  fuffi- 
cient,  to  prevent  thefe  clandeftine  Conveyances  l 
And  though  fuch  Sort  of  People  are,  by  a late 
A61  of  Parliament,  deprived  of  the  Ufe  of  the 
IJle-of-Man  for  carrying  on  this  Traffic,  yet  how 
eafy  is  it  to  fhift  the  Scene  of  this  pernicious 
Dealing,  when  the  Profit  fhall  countervail  all 
Hazards,  as  it  always  does  where  the  Duties  are 
high  ? But  whatever  is  the  yearly  Balance  on  our 
Side  by  Trade,  yet  all  this  falls  very  much  ffiort 
of  anfwering  that  immoderate  and  unprofitable 
Drain  of  Money,  we  labor  under,  to  ffipport  our 
Gentry  abroad  ; whatever  Gain  we  make  in  any 
Part  of  the  World,  is  immediately  carried  off 
by  this  Flux,  which  has  already  con  fumed  the 
greateft  Part  of  our  Capital  Stock,  as  appears  by 
that  univerfal  Face  of  Poverty  amongft  the  lower 
People  that  is  fpread  over  the  Nation. 

I fhall  clofe  this  Head,  with  an  Obfervation 
which  may  pals  for  a Political  Axiom,  that  one 
of  the  greateft  Evils  which  can  befal  any  Coun- 
try, is  to  have  the  Gentlemen  of  Eftate  and  Em- 
ployment 

where  the  Duty  is  low  and  the  Lofs  great,  by  the  Forfei- 
ture of  the  Goods:  Indeed  the  Duty  would  have  rifen  very 
confiderably,  if  it  was  taken  off  only  the  Bohea  Teas  which 
are  moft  expofed  to  Running,  for  the  Greens  are  too  deli- 
. cate,  and  great  R ilk  is  run  of  damaging  and  lpoiling  them 
by  Running,  and  it  will  be  found  upon  a proper  Enquiry, 
that  the  great  Benefit  of  thi  Law,  arifes  from  the  prevent- 
ing the  Running  of  the  Bohea  Teas,  but  the  chief  Motive 
for  it  was  to  compliment  the  Eaft  India  Company. 
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ployment  defert  it,  and  fpend  the  Profit  thereof 
abroad. 

Under  the  Second  Head,  I fhall  take  Notice 
of  the  Countries  we  trade  with,  to  moft  Advan- 
tage or  Difad  vantage. 

Before  I enter  upon  this  Head,  I muft  beg 
Leave  to  mention  the  Reafons  that  induced  me 
to  give  the  Public  the  Tables*  of  the  AbftraCts, 
of  Part  of  the  Exports  and  Imports,  as  returned 
to  Parliament  from  the  Examinators-Office  of  the 
Cuftom-Houfe , though  I cannot  help  faying  they 
would  be  much  more  ufeful  if  the  Returns  gave 
us  the  Value  of  the  Totals  of  each  Commodity 
exported  and  imported  : By  thefe  Tables  you 
will  fee  at  one  View,  not  only  the  particular 
Countries  we  trade  with,  but  each  particular 
Commodity  we  export  to  them,  and  import  from 
them  what  Branches  of  Trade  are  beneficial, 
and  what  prejudicial  to  us,  and  the  Countries  we 
deal  with  for  each  ; what  Countries  take  from  us 
our  Commodities  and  Manufactures  in  greateft 
Abundance,  and  higheft  worked  up  and  manu- 
factured *,  whether  we  may  not  upon  fuch  a View 
of  fo  many  of  our  Commodities  and  Manufac- 
tures, fome  exported  quite  raw,  totally  unmanu- 
factured, and  very  many  not  half  manufactured, 
to  the  great  Benefit  of  the  Countries  we  export 
them  to,  and  our  great  Lofs  and  Difhonour  ; 
whether,  I fay,  we  may  not  thereby  ftir  up 
fome  Spirit  and  Induftry  amongft  our  Merch- 
ants and  Manufacturers,  when  the  Benefit  and 
Profit  muft  be  apparently  fo  very  great : By 
thefe  Tables  it  appears,  many  of  our  Exports  may 
be  encreafed  to  our  great  Benefit,  and  many  of 
H our 

* Sec  the  former  Note,  relative  to  the  Tables  of  Exports 
and  Imports  omitted  in  thefe  Editions. 
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our  Imports  entirely  prevented,  at  lead  much  lef- 
fened  and  diminifhed  •,  but  above  all,  the  People 
of  Great-Britain  will  fee  how  many  great  and  va- 
luable Articles  in  Trade,  Merchandize,  and  Ma- 
nufactures we  fend  them,  that  they  work  up  and 
manufacture  to  the  higheft  Perfection,  and  obtain 
great  Gain  thereby,  and  fend  them  abroad  fo  ma- 
nufactured, and  even  fome  of  them  back  again 
to  ourfelves  ; and  we  fee  thereby  many  more  Ar- 
ticles that  we  take  from  them,  not  only  of  their 
own  Produce  and  Manufactures,  but  that  they 
obtain  by  their  Trade  and  Commerce  with  other 
Countries,  and  by  which  they  have  great  Emolu- 
ments and  Benefit ; by  all  thefe  Articles,  and  the 
conflant  Drain  of  our  Abfentees,  I am  very  fure 
Great-Britain  gains  by  Ireland  above  three  Mil- 
lion*. 

I would  jiot  by  any  Means  be  underftood  to 
repine  at,  or  envy  the  People  of  Britain , the 
great  Benefit  that  accrues  to  them  by  Ireland , or 
be  the  Means  of  ftirring  up  any  Jealoufy  in  the 
People  of  Ireland ; there  is  no  Man  on  Earth  has 
a greater  RefpeCt  and  Regard  for  the  prefent 
Royal  Family  than  i have,  under  whom  alone, 
I am  certain  this  Country  as  well  as  Great-Britain 
can  only  be  happy  and  free,  nor  has  a higher 
Senfe  of  the  Benefits  Ireland  has  formerly  receiv- 
ed, and  now  enjoys  by  the  Protection  of  England , 
a Protection  and  Support,  which  has  in  Times 
paft  cofl  her  a great  deal  of  Blood  and  Trea- 
fure. 

But  I fhould  hope  from  thefe  Confiderations, 
the  Legiflature  and  People  of  Great-Britain  would 

think 

* Which  would  pay  the  Interefl  of  upwards  of  feventy- 
four  Million  at  4 per  Cent. 
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think  we  deferve  the  Favour  of  having  our  Trade* 
in  fome  Meafure  enlarged,  and  the  Indulgence  of 
permitting  us  a free  Exportation  of  fome  of  our 
coarfe  and  low  priced  Woollen  Goods,  and  the 
more  fo  as  they  have  been  in  a great  Meafure  beat 
out  of  that  Trade  by  other  Countries which  I am 
fure  if  they  would  coolly  and  difpaflionately  con- 
fider,  mud  in  the  End  turn  out  inftead  of  an  In- 
jury. a great  Advantage  to  them  •,  as  what  ever 
Profit  or  Riches  may  accrue  to  Ireland  thereby, 
would  mod  certainly  at  long  Run  center  in  Eng- 
land, either  by  Means  of  our  Abfentees,  or  en» 
abling  us,  in  cafe  of  a War,  the  more  effectually 
to  aflift  Great -Britain. 

Before  I enter  further  upon  this  Head,  of  the 
Countries  we  trade  with  to  mod  Advantage  or 
Dilad  vantage. 

I fhall  lay  down  the  following  Rules,  as  a 
Foundation  to  judge  by  : 

Fird,  That  is  the  mod  advantageous  Trade, 
which  takes  off  the  greated  Quantity  of  the  Pro- 
duce of  a Country,  and  efpecially  of  its  Manu- 
factures, and  which  imports  fewed  Commodities, 
and  thole  capable  of  farther  Improvement-,  in 
which  Cafe  there  will  be  the  greated  Return  in 
Specie  to  make  up  the  Balance. 

Second,  On  the  contrary,  that  is  the  mod  dif- 
ad vantageous  Trade,  which  takes  off  the  fmalled 
Quantity  of  the  Produce  of  a Country,  and  that 
unmanufactured,  and  in  Return  imports  the 
greated  Quantities  of  Commodities  for  Luxury, 
and  fully  wrought  up,  in  which  Cafe  the  Imports 
will  mod  exceed  the  Exports  in  Value. 

H 2 Accord- 

* See  the  Appendix  relative  to  the  late  Freedom  of 
Trade  & Fquilization  Duties. 
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According  to  this  Rule,  we  fhall  find  the 
Trade  of  England  of  great  Importance  to  us5 
fince  it  takes  off  upwards  of  2,432,925/.  which 
is  nearly  equal  to  two  Thirds  of  all  our  Exports, 
and  amongft  the  reft  the  greateft  Part  of  our 
Linen  Manufacture. 

But  at  the  fame  Time  we  mu  ft  obferve,  that 
it  falls  under  the  fecond  Rule  of  being  difadvan- 
tageous  to  us,  in  taking  from  us  many  Commo- 
dities quite  raw  and  unmanufactured,  and  others 
not  near  half  worked,  to  that  Height  or  Pitch 
they  do,  and  we  might  bring  them  to,  to  their 
great  Profit  and  Advantage,  and  our  Loft,  viz. 
Raw  Wool,  untanned  Hides  63,788,  Tallow 
52,540  Ct.  Linen  Yarn  42,369  Ct.  Woollen 
Yarn  1 3,450  Stones,  andWorfted  84,880  Stones^ 
and  many  other  Articles,  and  again  we  take  off 
fcveral  of  their  Commodities,  either  in  Luxury, 
or  that  we  could  manufacture  ourfelves. 

As  Beer  and  Ale,  near  1 37754  Barrels,  Coals, 
if  we  confider  the  Quantities  imported  in  Creeks 
and  Havens  not  entered  in  the  Cuftom-Houfe , up- 
wards of  2 1 1,570  Tuns,  Barley  22,37s  Barrels, 
large  Quantities  of  new  and  old  Drapery,  great 
Quantities  of  Earthen  Ware,  and  to  our  Shame 
above  1 1,526  Barrels  of  Herrings,  two  thirds  of 
which  come  from  England , and  one  from  Holland ? 
near  30,000  Yarcls  of  Bone  Lace,  upwards  of 
368,561  Yards  of  Kentings,  358,000  Yards  of 
Mufiin,  above  18, coo  of  Linen,  Cotton,  and 
Silk,  Britijh  Manufacture  f.  Silk  Manufactures, 

and 

* Our  Exports  in  thefe  Articles  are  every  Day  encreafing. 

4 Thefe  Articles  are  every  Day  encreafing  upon  us, 
though  great  Pains  have  been  taken  to  provide  ourfelves 
with  moil  of  them. 
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and  feveral  Articles  of  Tobacco,  Sugar,  Rum, 
and  Eajl -India  Goods  to  a great  Amount. 

Our  Trade  to  Spain  Portugal , and  the  Medi- 
terranean is  very  beneficial  to  us,  as  they  take 
from  us  many  Articles  of  the  Produce  of  our 
own  Country,  and  otherwife  manufactured,  and 
in  Return  we  have  large  Remittances  in  Specie  ; 
for  Inftance,  we  fend  to  Spain  great  Quantities  of 
Butter,  Salmon,  upwards  of  68,777  tann’d  Hides, 
fome  Fork,  upwards  of  10,000  Pair  of  Shoes  ; 
indeed  we  have  from  them  Wine,  Juice  of  Li- 
quo  rifh,  a great  Quantity  of  which  we  could 
raife  here. 

Holland  and  Flanders  take  from  us  fome  Butter, 
untanned  Hides,  and  upwards  of  2200  Quarters 
of  Rape- feed,  fome  Tallow  ; and  fend  us  upwards 
of  30,000  Gallons  of  Lintfeed  Oil,  Linen,  Pa- 
per, fome  Rum,  Earthen-AVare,  Herrings,  Flax, 
and  a great  Quantity  of  Cambrick*,  for  though 

we 

* Since  the  former  Editions  of  this  Treatife,  the  French 
and  Flanders  Cambricks,  and  all  others  except  of  the  Ma- 
nufactures of  Great-Britain,  have  been  by  Act  of  Parikw 
xnent  totally  prohibited  with  an  Intent  to  encourage  this 
Manufacture  in  Ireland ; but  particularly  in  Scotland : And 
alfo  the  Confumption  of  Kehtings,  which  are  made  there 
and  imported  here  in  great  Quantities,  and  are  a Subilitute 
for  Cambricks. 

Indeed  it  is  very  doubtful  if  this  prohibition  is  of  Benefit 
to  Ireland , for  though  there  are  about  2000  Loom1  emp!  - 
ed  in  that  Manufacture,  yet  it  is  but  in  its  Infancy-  and 
wants  greatly  to  be  encouraged':  And  the  former  Duty  on 
Foreign  Cambricks,  amounting  to  about  1200/.  a Year, 
was  applied  by  the  Dundalk  Cambrick  Company  very  lac- 
cefsfully  to  that  Purpofe,  which  Benefit,  the  Manufacture  s 
now  totally  deprived  of,  and  that  Company  in  Danger  of 
lofing  1 z or  15  per  Cent,  of  their  Capital.  A C o.  pany 
that  deferves  very  well  of  the  Public  as  they  at  great  /nee 

and  Lofs  to  themfelves,  and  at  much  Pain  and  T:t  or 
a long  Courfe  of  Years,  have  in  a great  Me  a lure  citabiiihed 
;hat  Manufacture  in  this  Country. 
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we  have  exported  in  one  Year  upwards  of  10,000 
Yards  of  our  own  Manufacture,  yet  we  have  the 

fame 

Another  Reafon  why  the  Benefit  to  this  Country  of  that 
Prohibition  is  doubtful,  immenfe  Quantities  of  Cambrick  are 
thrown  into,  not  only  England , but  Ireland,  from  Scotland ; 
much  more  than  in  the  Opinion  of  many  knowing  People, 
can  be  manufactured  in  that  Country,  efpecially  as  it  is  not 
very  many  Years  fince  it  was  introduced  there,  indeed,  it  is 
faid,  they  do  not  depend  upon  their  own  Country  for  Cam- 
brick  Yarn,  but  import  gjeat  Quantities  from  France  ; tho’ 
the  Exportation  there  is  prohibited  under  very  fevere  Penal- 
ties : And  even  allowing  them  this  Affiftance,  which  is  cer- 
tainly very  great,  and  it  is  to  be  wondered  at,  why  our  Peo- 
ple do  not  do  the  fame  Thing,  as  I have  heard  much  of  the 
Want  of  good  Cambrick  Thread,  it  is  thought  great  Quan- 
tities of  Cambricks  are  imported  by  Stealth,  and  run  into 
Scotlandfwm  France , fome  unbleached,  and  whitened  after 
in  Scotland:  And  thereby,  not  only  the  National  Revenue 
and  the  former  Afliftancc  given  the  Cambrick  Manufacture 
here  are  hurt,  but  they  can  underfel  the  Cambrick  Manu- 
facturers here,  as  they  pay  no  Duty  to  the  Ruin  of  that  Ma- 
nufacture ; and  as  a further  Evidence  of  the  Running  ot 
thefe  Goods:  It  is  faid  no  Foreign  Cambricks  are  better  or 
nicer  made  up,  which  Beginners  could  not  do. 

Though  great  Pains  have  been  taken  by  the  Revenue  Of- 
ficers to  prevent  the  Importation  here  of  Cambricks,  other 
than  the  Manufactures  of  Great-Britain  by  Oaths  and  firiCt 
Enquiries;  yet  (till  the  Wifdom  of  Parliament  is  wanting  to 
be  exerted  to  prevent  this  pernicious  Practice,  which  mud 
end  if  not  ftopt  in  Time  in  the  Ruin  of  that  Manufacture 
here. 

To  the  Credit  and  Honour  of  the  Scotch,  it  mult  be  own- 
ed they  take  great  Pains,  and  have  been  at  confiderable  Ex- 
pence to  bring  over  fome  very  able  Manufacturers  in  the 
Cambrick  Way  from  France ; and  give  them  great  Encou- 
ragement, and  thefe  People  have  improved  the  Manufacture 
greatly  of  late  Years,  and  have  introduced  not  only  the  Me- 
thods made  ufe  of  there  in  carrying  on  the  ManufaCtuie,  but 
of  improving  their  Yarn,  and  the  Staple  of  their  Flax  by 
various  Ways.  In  Order  to  make  their  Flax  finer,  and 
grow  very  high  without  the  Danger  of  being  lodged  and 
thereby  prejudiced:  They  make  a Kind  of  Coarfe  Frame 
Work  of  Wood,  about  one  Foot  from  the  Ground  wbeic 
the  Flax  is  Town,  and  lay  over  the  Frame  Bufhes  and  Brufli- 
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fame  Year  imported  upwards  of  136,000  Yards 
of  that  fame  Commodity,  fome  from  England , 
but  chiefly  from  Holland , which  (hew  how  far 
that  Manufacture  falls  ffiort  of  our  own  Confurnp- 
tion*,  fo  that  upon  the  Whole,  it  is  difficult  to 
fay  how  the  Balance  (lands  with  refpeCt  to  our 
Trade  to  Holland  and  Flanders , but  it  is  clear  we 
could  manufacture  higher  lome  o(  our  Exports 
to  that  Country,  and  manufacture  ourfelves  mod 
of  the  Imports ; fo  that  in  this  Light  we  may 
judge  it  to  be  a difad  van  tageous  Trade  to  us. 

We  fend  to  Hamburgh , Norway , and  the  Bal- 
tic^ but  very  few  Articies  •,  and  we  have  many 
Things  from  thence,  principally  Deal  Boards, 
Timber  of  all  Sorts,  iron,  many  Hundred  of 
undreffed  Hemp,  and  feveral  other  Articles  of 
Naval  Stores,  which  we  cannot  be  without,  or 
fupply  ourfelves  cheaper  elfewhere  ; here  we  muft 
be  content  with  the  Balance  of  Trade  being  againft 
us,  as  we  have  an  Advantage  by  another  Way. 

Our  Trade  to  France  is  extenfive*,  we  fend 
them  Beef,  (but  not  fo  much  as  we  did  formerly, 
for  our  own  Plantations  take  from  us  now  the 
greateft  Quantity,  which  is  confidered  as  a very 
happy  Circumftance)  untanned  Hides,  and  fome 
other  Articles ; but  we  take  from  thence,  im« 
menfe  Quantities  of  Wines  and  Brandy,  and  if 
we  make  Allowance  for  great  Quantities  of  Spi- 
rits, Silk  Manufacture,  and  fome  other  expenfive 

Arti- 


Wood  very  thin,  through  which  the  Flax  very  freely  grows 
like  Peas  that  are  (luck  . And  they  do  not  fteep  their  Flax  in 
Bog-Holes  and  Bog  Water  as  we  do,  but  dig  Pits  where 
clear  Vv  ater  is,  and  have  a Means  of  letting  frequently  out 
the  foul  and  in  the  frefii  Water  to  the  Flax,  and  they  do  not 
hackle  their  Flax  as  we  do,  by  which  it  is  broke  and  cut,  but 
do  it  with  a Brufb. 

* As  in  1769. 
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Articles  clandeftinely  imported  from  thence,  we 
fhall  find,  I am  fure.  a confiderable  Balance  againft 
us,  as  appears  plainly  from  a conflant  Courle  of 
Exchange  in  Favour  of  France. 

Many  are  of  an  Opinion,  that  the  French  Trade 
is  very  detrimental  to  this  Country  : iff.  Becaufe 
our  Importations  from  thence  confifts  principally 
of  Wine  and  Brandy,  which  are  Materials  for 
Luxury,  and  not  for  Ufe:  adly,  Becaufe  the 
French  will  take  no  Manufacture  from  us,  not 
even  a tanned  Hide,  nor  any  other  Produce  of 
our  Country,  but  what  is  ufeful  for  their  Manu- 
factures at  home,  or  necefTary  for  the  Support  of 
their  American  Plantations  abroad  ; indeed  there 
is  great  Truth  in  thefe  Obfervations,  and  more  fo 
now  ihan  formerly  *,  for  it  appears  by  the  Cuftom- 
Houfe  Books  fome  Time  ago,  they  took  great 
Quantities  of  Butter  and  Tallow  from  us,  now 
very  little,  and  lefs  Beef  than  formerly  ; but  we 
fhould  confider  we  have  been  long  ufed  to  the 
drinking  their  Wines,  and  in  all  Likelihood  will 
not  fail  to  continue  the  Ufe  of  them,  efpecially 
as  the  Portuguefe  have  treated  us  fo  very  ill  lately 
in  many  Particulars,  that  we  cannot  have  Wines 
fo  cheap  from  other  Countries,  and  that  the  Duty 
laid  thereon,  is  a great  Support  to  our  Eftablifh- 
ment  i it  could  be  wifhed  indeed,  that  proper 
Repreientations  were  made  to  the  French , that  we 
fhew  them  great  Favour  in  this  * Particular,  and 
that  inftead  of  raifing  the  Price  of  Wine  upon  us, 
as  they  have  done  of  late  Years,  they  fhould  ra- 
ther lower  it. 

The 

* Thefe  Obfervations  were  made  in  1769.  The  Trade  to 
the  Plantations  in  America  is  now  in  1783,  on  a new  Foot- 
ing, and  Time  tnuft  difcover  how  it  will  anfwer ; we  dread 

much  the  Emigration. 
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The  Trade  to  the  Plantations  is  a new  one,  and 
ought  greatly  to  be  encouraged,  and  if  we  were 
permitted  to  trade  diredtly  there,  it  would  be 
much  more  advantageous  to  us,  and  in  the  End  I 
am  certain  to  Great-Britain , for  the  Delay  and 
Expence  of  being  obliged  to  touch  in  fome  Part 
of  * Great-Britain , upon  many  Occafions  is  very 
great ; they  take  from  us  now  a great  Quantity 
of  our  Beef,  Butter,  Pork,  Linen,  and  other  Ar- 
ticles ; we  get  from  them,  through  Great-Britain , 
Tobacco,  Sugars,  Rum  to  a great  Amount,  and 
many  Particulars  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  Ta- 
bles ; in  Truth  this  Trade  is  greatly  beneficial  to 
us,  not  only  as  it  takes  off  a great  Share  of  the 
Produce  of  our  Country,  which  formerly  in  a 
great  Meafure  we  were  obliged  to  the  Courtefy 
of  France  for,  but  it  adds  greatly  by  the  Shipping 
made  ufe  of  in  it  to  the  Nava^,  Strength  of  Great- 
Britain. 

3dly,  I (hall  now  confider  the  great  Benefit 
which  accrues  to  England  by  the  Trade  of  Ireland , 
and  how  much  it  is  its  Intercft  to  encourage  it, 
which  I fhall  endeavour  to  make  appear  in  thefe 
Particulars. 

i ft.  It  appears  from  the  Cuftom-Houfe  Bool  s, 
that  the  Value  of  our  Importations  from  all  Coun- 
tries at  a Medium,  yearly  for  the  feven  Years, 
ending  the  25th  of  March , 17 66,  amounts  to 
1,936,587/.  8 s.  4 d.  and  that  the  Imports  from 
Great-Britain  alone,  amount  to  1,346,432/.  os.  6d. 
and  for  fix  Years  ending  the  25th  of  March 

I 1780, 

* The  People  of  Ireland,  are  the  rather  emboldened  10 
hope  for  fuch  a Permiifson,  as  they  have  been  for  many 
Years  laft  paft,  and  are  likely  to  be  for  the  Future  at  a very 
confiderable  Expence  in  paying  Troops  for  the  Defence  ot 
the  Plantations. 
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1780,  amounts  to  2,681,515/.  that  the  Imports 
from  Great-Britain  alone  amounts  to  1,941,924/. 
which  is  a confiderable  Part  of  our  whole  Imports, 
and  they  confift  chiefly  of  Woollen  and  Silken 
Manufactures,  Coffee,  Tea,  Calicoes,  Muflins, 
Tobacco,  Rum,  Sugar,  Coals,  Hops,  Bark, 
Iron-Ware,  Glafs-Ware,  and  Beer,  &c.  all  which 
are  Commodities  worked  up  to  the  Height : And 
1 believe  that  upon  Examination,  it  will  be  found 
that  we  take  off  a much  greater  Quantity  of  the 
feveral  Manufactures  of  England , except  their 
Woollen,  than  any  other  Country  in  Europe . 

2dly,  Whereas,  it  is  commonly  judged,  that 
the  Importation  of  Foreign  Goods  is  a Lofs  to 
the  Nation  that  receives  them fince  otherwife 
Bullion  would  be  returned  in  Lieu  thereof;  we 
fhall  find  on  the  contrary,  that  England  receives  a 
vaft  Benefit  by  mod  of  the  Goods  we  fend  them, 
as  appears  by  what  has  been  Laid  above,  and  that 
Benefit  would  otherwife  accrue  to  Ireland , and 
this  more  particularly  in  the  Wool,  Woollen- 
Yarn,  and  Worfleds,  and  alfo  in  the  Raw  Hides, 
Tallow,  and  Linen-Yarn  / 

3dly,  It  has  been  faid  before,  that  not  above 
one  Sixth  of  the  Tunnageof  Shipping  employed 
yearly  in  the  Trade  of  Ireland , belonged  to  the 
lrijh , the  other  Five  to  the  Englijh  and  Scotch  ; 
and  a very  confiderable  Profit  arifes  on  this  Arti- 
cle, many  compute  between  6 and  800,000/. 
yearly. 

4thly,  To  allthefe  Advantages,  we  are  to  add 
the  greateft  of  all,  which  arifes  from  our  Lords 
and  Gentlemen  of  Eftates  and  Employments, 
living  and  fpending  their  Incomes  abroad,  to  the 
Value  of  upwards  of  two  Million  yearly,  where- 
of the  greateff  Part  is  confumed  in  England , and 

may 
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may  be  reckoned  as  fo  much  clear  Gain  to  it, 
without  the  lead  Value  returned  for  the  fame. 

This  plainly  appears  from  the  Lift  of  Abfen- 
tees,  hereunto  prefixed,  wherein  the  Names  of 
the  Perfons,  and  the  yearly  Value  of  their  Eftate% 
Employments,  and  Penfions  fpent  abroad,  are 
particularly  mentioned  ; and  for  this  Reafon,  be- 
caufe  it  would  be  impoffible  to  convince  the 
World,  that  fo  much  of  our  Subftance  is  carried 
off  by  this  Channel,  by  any  other  Method,  than 
by  pointing  out  the  Perfons  to  whom,  and  the 
Eftates  from  whence  thofe  Drains  are  made  ; but 
now  every  one,  on  examining  the  Particulars  con- 
tained in  the  Laid  Lift,  which  have  been  collected 
with  great  Pains  into  one  View,  may  fatisfy  him- 
felf,  whether  they  are  truly  fet  forth  or  not ; it  is 
but  enquiring  whether  fuch  and  fuch  Perfons  do 
not  generally  live  abroad,  or  were  out  of  the 
Kingdom,  at  the  Time  mentioned  •,  and  whether 
they  have  not  Eftates  or  Employments  to  the 
Value  fet  forth,  and  fpend  the  fame  abroad  *,  and 
I am  confident,  that  though  in  fome  few  Particu- 
lars, we  might  be  mifinformed,  and  ovei-rate 
fome  Articles,  yet  it  will  be  found,  that  we  have 
under-rated  others  much  more,  having  it  always 
in  our  Intention,  to  be  rather  under  than  over, 
and  that  we  have  omitted  feveral,  which  will  oc- 
cur upon  reading,  to  every  one’s  Obfervation, 
and  that  upon  the  Whole,  thofe  Drains  we  labour 
under,  are  much  more  than  w'e  eftimafed  them. 

And  notwithftanding  Ireland  has  parted  with 
all  its  Subftance,  and  reduced  itfelf  to  the  greateft 
Poverty,  to  enrich  England  yet  there  are  fome 
Englishmen,  who  being  ignorant  of  the  Caufe  of 
Ireland  and  of  the  Advantages  it  brings  to  them, 
upon  all  Occafjons,  reprefents  us,  as  having  In- 
I z terefts 
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terefts  incompatible  with  them,  and  carrying  oh 
Trades,  deftru&ive  to  the  English  Commerce, 
whereas  it  is  evident  to  all,  confidering  impartial 
Perfons,  that  there  is  no  Country  in  Europe  that 
brings  fo  much  Profit  to  another,  as  Ireland  does 
to  England , and  therefore  it  is  the  real  Intereft 
and  Policy  of  England  to  cherifh,  and  encourage 
this  her  youngeft  Sifter,  all  whofe  Acquifitions  are 
fure  to  flow  into  her  Bo  lorn,  for  though  our  Peo- 
ple were  more  fully  employed,  and  our  Exports 
enlarged,  though  our  Gains  from  other  Nations 
by  a greater  Liberty  of  Trade  fhould  be  much 
more  confiderable  than  they  are,  yet  we  fhould 
not  thereby  be  one  Jot  the  richer,  fince  no  Part 
of  this  Wealth  would  ftay  with  us,  but  would 
run  off  in  the  great  Drain  of  Remittances  to  our 
Abfentees  to  enrich  England . 

The  neceflary  and  luxurious  Importations  of 
England  are  exceflive. 

if  moft  Part  of  the  Bullion,  which  England 
gains  from  Spain  and  Portugal , is  lent  away  o 
the  Eafi- Indies,  and  not  to  anfwer  the  Balances 
that  lie  againft  it  in  the  Northern  Trades,  and 
the  Demands  alfo  of  Foreigners,  who  have  great 
Shares  in  the  public  Funds,  as  many  imagine  to 
be  the  Cafe,  it  will  need  other  Refources  and 
Means  to  encreafe  its  Wealth  : Thefe  are  furnilh- 
ed  to  it  from  thole  Countries  which  depend  upon 
it,  namely,  the  Plantations  and  Ireland ; the 
Plantations  enrich  it  by  their  Commodities, 
which  are  re-exported  to  other  Countries,  and 
Ireland , by  it  continual  Remittances  in  Mo- 
ney. 

Our  Cafe  is  much  the  fame  with  the  Planta- 
tions *,  the  Produce  and  Profit  of  all  our  Labour 
ifiues  conftantly  to  the  People,  of  England  > and 

there- 
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therefore  it  is  its  Tntereft  to  give  the  People  of 
Ireland  full  Employment,  to  encourage  their  In- 
duftry  in  every  Branch  of  Trade,  and  not  flop 
any  Inlet  through  which  Trealure  may  come 
into  it,  fince  every  Acquifition  and  Profit  that 
we  can  make,  will  at  laft  center  among  them  : 
If  they  would  look  upon  us  with  the  fame  Fa- 
vour, and  in  the  fame  Light,  as  they  ought  to 
do  their  Plantations,  they  would  juftly  reckon 
us  a main  Foundation  of  their  Wealth,  and  think 
it  not  confident  with  their  Intereft  to  cramp  our 
Induftry,  or  render  our  Labour  trifling  and  in- 
fignificant. 

Upon  a candid  and  fair  Enquiry  and  Reafon- 
ing  it  will  be  found,  that  there  is  no  Trade  or 
Manufacture  that  England  is  poffeffed  of,  but  it 
is  for  its  Advantage  to  let  the  people  of  Ireland 
into  the  full  Enjoyment  of  it  ; not  excepting 
the  Woollen  Manufacture,  the  principal  Founda- 
tion of  all  their  Trade,  and  which  they  are  fo 
jealous  of,  and  value  at  fo  high  a Rate. 

This  AfTertion  may  feem  a ftrange  Paradox  to 
feveral  Perfons,  but  I think  may  be  fupported 
with  many  good  Reafons  but  I fhall  firft  take 
Notice  of,  and  examine  the  Grounds  of  thofe 
Complaints,  which  are  frequently  raifed  by  fome 
in  England , of  the  Tranfportation  of  great  Quan- 
tities of  Wool,  and  Woollen  Manufacture,  from 
Ireland  to  France , Spain , and  Portugal , to  the 
great  Prejudice  pf  their  Woollen  Trade,  by  the 
Sale  of  /nfh  Stuffs,  or  French  Manufacture  made 
of  iWfh  Wool  *,  and  as  a Proof  of  this  it  is  urged, 
that  the  Quantity  of  Wool  tranfported  from 
hence  to  England  is  much  diminifhed  of  late 
Years,  and  therefore  they  conclude,  that  all  the 
Wool  that  is  wanting  to  make  up  the  former 
Quantities,  is  run  to  France . In 
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In  Anfwer  to  this  it  jnuft  be  owned,  that  there 
is  not  fo  great  a Quantity  of  Wool  exported  to 
England  of  late  Years,  as  ufed  to  be  ; but  this 

Diminution  is  eafily  accounted  for,  and  it  is  not 
owing  to  the  Running  of  Wool,  but  arifes  prin- 
cipally from  the  following  Caufes  : 

Firft,  That  in  the  North  of  Ireland  t here  are 
hardly  any  Sheep  now  to  be  found,  fince  the  In- 
habitants are  grown  very  numerous,  and  have 
applied  themfelves  principally  to  the  Linen  Ma- 
nufactures, and  lowing  of  Corn  for  their  Sub- 
fiftcnce  j fo  that  they  are  forced  to  fupply  them- 
felves  with  Wool  and  Mutton  from  other  Pro- 
vinces. 

Secondly,  In  other  Parts  of  the  Kingdom, 
the  Farmers  finding  that  Wool  lay  under  a great 
Difcouragement,  and  could  not  afford  a Profit 
anfwerable  to  the  high  Price  of  Lands,  have  ge- 
nerally leffened  their  Flocks  of  Sheep,  and  em- 
ployed their  Lands  to  other  Ufes,  which  turn  to 
a better  Account,  fuch  as  feeding  Black  Cattle, 
keeping  Dairies,  plowing  for  Corn,  Rape,  Hemp 
and  Flax,  &c.  for  which  they  find  a ready  Mar- 
ket abroad  ; whereas  they  are  not  allowed  at  all 
to  export  their  Wool  manufactured. 

Thirdly,  We  are  further  to  confider,  that  the 
People  of  Ireland  are  much  encreafed  in  Num- 
bers, and  are  fallen  into  a greater  Wear  and 
Ufe  of  their  own  Manufactures,  and  consequent- 
ly, muft  confume  a greater  Quantity  of  their 
Wool. 

We  fee  this  Dimunition  might  have  happened, 
though  we  fhould  not  have  run  one  Stone  of 
Wool,  and  it  is  likely  this  Diminution  will  ftill 
encreafe ; for  what  Motive  can  we  have  to  deal 
in  a Commodity  which  we  are  not  allowed  to 
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export  or  manufacture  to  Advantage,  and  only 
to  make  ourfelves  Shepherds  for  England  ? This 
Caufe  of  Complaint  is  like  to  fall  loon  to  the 
Ground,  fince  we  find  it  our  Intereft  to  leffen  our 
Number  of  Sheep,  and  to  keep  no  more  of  them 
than  are  neceffary  for  our  own  ^oniumption,  and 
then  probably  we  fhall  be  courted  to  return  to 
our  Flocks  again. 

Jt  cannot  be  denied,  that  fome  Wool  and 
Stuffs  are  run  out  of  the  Kingdom,  and  it  is  im- 
poffible  altogether  to  prevent  it  in  fuch  a wide 
extended  Coaft,  full  of  Creeks,  notwithflanding 
the  Vigilance  and  Care  of  the  Officers,  who  are 
perhaps  the  ftricleft  in  the  Execution  of  this 
Part  of  their  Office,  of  any  in  Europe  \ and  we 
fee  that  in  England , ail  their  Laws  and  Endea- 
vours cannot  prevent  this  mifchievous  Traffic. 
It  is  remarkable,  that  one  of  our  Merchants 
having  obferved  many  Packs  of  Wool  landed 
in  the  W eft  of  England  from  Ireland,  foon  after 
faw  the  fame  Packs  landed  in  one  of  the  Ports 
of  France , where  he  happened  to  come,  and 
knew  them  by  their  Marks : And  upon  Enquiry 
made  in  the  Ports  of  France , it  was  found,  that 
a greater  Quantity  of  Wool  was  imported  thither 
from  England  than  from  Ireland - 

If  any  Woollen  Manufacture  is  clandeftinely 
carried  on  from  hence  to  Portugal  or  Spain,  (for 
France  will  take  nothing  but  Wooi)  the  Quantity 
cannot  be  great  •,  the  Hazards  on  Exportation 
are  fo  many,  and  Forfeitures  fo  great,  that  it  is 
hardly  worth  any  one’s  while  to  venture  , and  as 
fuch  Exporters  are  poor,  they  muft  fell  for  what 
they  can  get  ; and  perhaps  their  felling  their 
Goods,  at  a low  Rate,  though  in  a fmall  Quanti- 
ty, has  given  the  greateft  Offence;  and  for  that 
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Reafon,  the  French  and  Butch  will  be’as  ready  to 
join  in  the  Outcry  as  the  Englijh . 

If  the  French ,•  or  any  other  Fereigners,  Ihould 
fell  all  their  Goods  at  the  fame  Market  abroad, 
that  England  does,  and  remit  all  the  Money 
arifing  from  thence  to  England , to  be  fpent  there, 
will  any  Body  fay,  that  fo  much  is  not  clear 
Gain  to  England,  though  fome  of  its  Merchants 
may  pofllbly  fufFer  a little  thereby,  in  the  Sale  of 
their  Goods? 

This  is  the  very  Cafe  of  Ireland , fo  much 
complained  of;  which  leads  me  to  make  good 
my  Afiertion,  that  it  is  the  Intereft  of  England 
to  leave  the  Woollen  Trade  free  and  open  to  the 
People  of  Ireland . 

If  Ireland  was  the  only  Country,  befides  Eng - 
land , which  produced  Wool,  it  would  then  be 
in  the  Power  of  England , and  its  Interefls  by 
Reftridtions  laid  upon  us,  to  referve  the  whole 
Trade  to  themfelves  *,  and  we  Ihould  readily 
acquiefce,  and  fubmit  to  thofe  Laws,  however 
fevere  they  may  otherwife  be  thought : But  the 
Cafe  is  much  otherwife  ; Spain  produces  great 
Quantities  of  fine  Wool,  and  all  the  other  Parts 
of  Europe  raife  a great  Deal  of  the  coarfe, 
and  a confiderable  Parcel  of  the  fine  Sort ; fo 
that  they  do  not  want  Materials  for  Woollen 
Manufacture.  Stopping  the  Door  upon  Ireland , 
has  only  ferved  to  open  and  enlarge  that  Trade 
in  foreign  Countries,  by  driving  great  Num- 
bers of  our  Weavers  to  France , and  other  Places, 
where  they  have  fet  up  the  fame  Trade,  and 
thereby  have  done  England  much  more  Injury, 
than  if  they  ftaid  at  Home,  and  were  al- 
lowed to  export  their  Woollen  Manufactures. 

We 
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We  find  by  fad  Experience,  that  fince  the  Re- 
volution, the  French , Dutch , and  Germans , have 
encouraged  and  cultivated  their  Woollen  Manu- 
factures to  a great  Height,  and  (till  go  on  in 
improving  the  fame  and  by  the  Cheapnefs  of 
Labour  and  Provifions,  are  able  to  underfel  the 
Englijh  already  in  their  own  and  foreign  Markets. 
The  French  have  thereby  in  a great  Meafure  en- 
grofled  the  Woo'len  Trade  in  Turkey  and  Me- 
diterranean^ which  was  formerly  carried  on  by 
the  Englijh  \ and  many  Provinces  in  Germany  now 
fupply  themfelves  with  their  own  Manufactures, 
which  they  likewife  had  formerly  from  England . 
We  find  alio  that  the  Spaniards  have,  either 
out  of  Revenge  or  Policy,  profecuted  the  Wool- 
len Trade  with  fuch  Vigour,  that  they  now  cloath 
their  Armies  with  their  own  Manufactures,  and 
in  Imitation  of  the  Court,  the  Nobility  and 
better  Sort  are  cloathed  the  fame  Way  *,  and  that 
Englijh  Bays,  which  ufed  to  be  the  common  Wear 
of  the  Country,  is  not  now  made  Ufe  of  there. 
If  this  Humour  goes  on,  the  Spaniards  may  in 
Time  prohibit  the  Exportation  of  their  Wool,  the 
principal  Ingredient  of  the  fine  Drapery  of  England . 

This  is  a very  difagreeable  Scene  of  Affairs, 
which  fhould  infpire  the  Englijh  with  Refolutions 
of  taking  other  Meafures  to  mend  their  Condition. 
They  fee  the  French , Dutch , and  others,  have  ri- 
valled, and  even  wormed  them  out  of  a great 
Part  of  their  Woollen  Trade  ; and  they  are  in 
Danger  of  being  driven  out  of  the  beft  Part  of 
what  remains,  unlefs  fome  new  Courie  be  taken 
to  retrieve  their  Woollen  Trade,  which  can  be 
done  no  other  Way,  than  by  being  able  to  fell  as 
cheap  as  the  French  and  Dutch  in  foreign  Markets ; 
for  it  is  a Maxim  which  always  holds  good,  that 
he  commands  the  Markets,  who  fells  beft  and 
K cheap- 
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cheapeft  ; this  is  what  the  EngHJb  eannot  do  of 
themfelves,  confidering  the  high  Price  of  Labour, 
Taxes,  and  Manner  of  Living  in  England,  which 
lie  heavy  on  their  Manufactures,  and  make  them 
come  dearer  to  any  foreign  Market,  than  thofe  of 
other  Countries  which  rival  them ; but  if  they 
fhould  think  proper  to  employ  the  People  of  Ire- 
land, in  making  any  Part  of  their  Woollen  Ma- 
nufactures, and  efpecially  fuch  Sorts  of  them  as 
they  are  rivalled  in  by  others,  they  would  foon  be* 
liable  to  drive  the  French  and  Dutch  out  of  any 
Branch  of  foreign  Trade,  by  felling  as  cheap, 
and  better  Commodities  than  they. 

And  this  we  have  Reafon  to  believe  would  be 
the  Cafe,  confidering  that  the  Price  of  Labour  and 
Provifions  in  Ireland  is  very  low,  and  that  the  Peo- 
ple are  induftrious,  and  live  poor  and  cheap,  and 
have  little  Taxes  on  their  Confumptions.  There 
is  no  Way  left  for  the  People  of  England  to  re- 
cover any  loft  Trade,  but  by  the  fame  Ways  and 
Means  whereby  others  got  it  from  them,  which  is, 
by  felling  cheaper  than  their  Neighbours ; nor  is 
there  any  Courfe  left  to  bring  that  about,  but  by 
raking  in  the  Afliftance  of  the  People  of  Ireland , 
and  employing  their  Hands  in  fuch  Manner,  and 
fuch  Work,  as  they  fhall  find  mod  convenient. 

If,  for  Inftance,  the  Merchants  and  People  of 
England , either  on  Commifiion  or  oiherwife, 
would  employ  the  Irifto  in  making  up  Woollen 
Goods  of  various  Kinds,  and  get  a Permiftion  to 
fend  them  fo  manufactured  to  England , in  order 
to  be  exported  abroad,  by  this  Means,  the  Irijh 
Wool  would  be  worked  up,  and  not  fent  abroad 
raw  ; the  poor  People  would  be  employed,  and 
the  Englijh  Merchant  would  gain  a confiderable 
Profit  at  the  foreign  Market,  or,  if  the  Turkey 
Merchants  were  allowed  to  work  up  in  Ireland , 
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fuch  Sort  of  Goods  as  the  French  fell  in  Turkey t 
and  to  export  them  dire&ly  thither,  and  could, 
by  underfilling  the  French , difpofe  of  a much 
greater  Quantity  of  fuch  Goods,  than  they  do 
at  prefent,  would  not  this  be  apparently  for  the 
Benefit  of  England  ? The  greateft  Part  of  the 
Profit  would  redound  to  the  Englijh  Merchants, 
and  the  poor  / jh  Manufacturer,  would  be  only 
employed  in  the  moil  laborious  and  leaft  gainful 
Part  of  the  Work,  and  thereby  get  a bare  Live- 
lihood. , It  is  the  Englijh  Merchants,  who  have 
Stocks  of  Money,  and  could  employ  the  podr  Peo- 
ple of  Ireland , that  would  have  the  benefit  of  their 
Labour  ; and  if  the  Irijh  fhould  themfelves  gain  a 
little  by  this  Working,  and  being  inftrumental  in 
encreafing  their  Wealth,  even  that  little  would 
not  flay  with  us,  but  be  carried  off,  as  all  our 
Wealth  is,  to  maintain  our  Abfentees  in  England. 

If  under  the  prefent  Difcouragements,  Haz- 
ards and  Forfeitures,  fome  of  our  People  will 
venture  to  carry  fome  Woollen  Goods  to  Por- 
tugal and  Spain , and  be  able  to  underfel  all 
others  there,  for  which,  no  Doubt,  the  French 
and  Butch  are  as  much  fet  againft  us  on  this 
Account,  as  fome  Englifh  •,  this  fhews  to  a 
Demonftration,  that  the  Englifh,  by  the  Help 
of  Irifh  Labour  and  Induflry,  could  be  able 
to  underfel  all  others,  and  drive  them  out  of 
foreign  Markets  *,  in  obtaining  which  Advan- 
tage, and  keeping  it  afterwards,  they  may  have 
full  Employment  for  their  own  People,  as 
well  as  the  People  of  Ireland  •,  and  it  is  cer- 
tainly more  for  the  Advantage  of  England,  that 
the  People  of  Ireland  fhould  have  a Share  in  this 
Trade,  than  that  Foreigners  fhould  run  away 
with  it  fince  every  Addition  to  our  Wealth,  will 
enlarge  our  Remittances  to  England, 
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We  do  not  in  the  lead  imagine  or  expe&, 
that  the  People  of  England  will  come  into  any 
Indulgence  of  this  Kind,  for  our  Sakes  alone, 
but,  if  it  is  apparently  for  the  Advantage  of 
England,  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  they  will  not 
be  blind  to  their  own  Intereft,  or  negleCtany 
Expedients,  or  Means,  for  encreafing  the  Trade 
or  Riches  of  their  Kingdom,  though  they  may 
feemingly  interfere  with  the  Intereft  of  parti- 
cular Companies,  or  Traders.  I am  perfuaded, 
that  a proper  Ufe  of  the  Labour  and  Induftry  of 
the  People  of  Ireland,  is  the  heft  andfureft  Fund 
to  encreafe  the  Wealth  of  England. 

Fourthly,  I fhall  now  offer  fome  Hints,  and 
Propofals,  for  the  Improvement  and  Regulation 
of  our  Trade. 

But  am  forced  to  premife  what  I have  to  fay, 
with  this  melancholy  Reflexion,  that  as  long  as 
this  wafteful  Export  of  our  Treafure  continues, 
and  carries  off  every  Acquifition  we  can  make,  it 
will  he  in  vain  to  offer  any  Expedients  for  encreaf- 
ing our  Manufactures,  leffening  our  Imports,  or 
improving  our  Trade  ^ for,  every  Inlet  of  Wealth 
we  can  make,  will  be  too  little  to  feed  and  fatis- 
fy  this  devouring  Drain,  which  will  ever  keep  us 
poor  and  miferable. 

It  muft  very  much  affeCt  every  one  who  wifhes 
well  to  this  Country,  to  confider  that  all  our  Toil 
and  Labour  can  avail  us  nothing,  and  will  only 
ferve  to  continue  that  Evil  upon  us,  which  is  the 
Caufe  of  all  our  Poverty : For,  poor  we  muft 
ever  be,  fo  long  as  all  the  Advantages  we  can 
make  by  our  Induftry  and  Trade,  fall  fo  much 
fhort  of  our  Remittances  abroad.  If  we  muft 
be  always  poor,  it  is  better  to  enjoy  Poverty  with 
Eafe,  than  to  fweat  and  toil  without  any  Hopes 
of  mending  our  Condition,  and  without  any  othef 
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Effeft  than  that  of  fupporting  the  Vanity  of  our 
People  abroad,  who  treat  their  Country  with 
Contempt,  and  ruin  it  without  Remorfe. 

But,  as  I am  not  without  Hopes  that  fome 
Meafures  will  be  thought  of,  and  foon  put  in  Ex- 
ecution, that  may  in  fome  Degree  remove  our 
prefent  Grievances,  and  go  to  the  bottom  of  the 
Evil  j I fhall,  on  that  Account,  humbly  offer 
fome  Hints,  which  may  be  improved  to  good 
Purpofes,  by  others  of  greater  Abilities,  or  may 
put  them  on  thinking  on  better  Ways  and  Means 
of  ferving  their  Country. 

Firft,  The  Linen  Manufa&ure  *,  I may  truly 
fay,  is  the  Staple  of  Ireland , without  which  it 
could  not  fubfift  : It  is  the  Source  of  almofl  all 
the  Wealth  and  Riches  we  have.  This  Manufac- 
ture has  encreafed  greatly  of  late  Years,  and  has 
extended  itfelf  to  molt  Parts  of  the  Kingdom  ; 
and  notwithflanding  there  is  dill  great  Room  for 
further  Improvement  and  Extenfion,  from  the 
great  Demand  there  is  for  the  low  Price  of  Linens, 
under  ltd,  a Yard,  for  America  and  other  Coun- 

* One  of  the  greateft  ObftruCtions  to  the  Benefits  and  En- 
creafe  of  the  Manufactures  of  Ireland,  is  the  frequent  Riots 
and  Combinations  amongfl  the  Manufacturers,  it  would  be 
highly  becoming  the  Wifdom  of  Parliament,  to  endeavour 
to  had  out  fome  Scheme  or  Method,  to  prevent  them. 

It  is  a Difcredit,  and  the  Peace  and  Happinefs  of  the 
Country  are  too  often  difturbed  by  them.  1 am  afraid  there 
is  not  always  a proper  Attention  and  Proportion  kept  up  as 
to  the  Prices  and  Profits  on  Manufacture*,  between  the  Maf- 
ter  Manufacturers  and  the  Journeymen. 

In  England  I am  told  the  Legiflature  have  thought  proper 
to  fix,  by  ACt  of  Pailiament,  the  Prices  and  Wages  to  be 
paid  by  the  Matters  to  the  Journeymen  ; and  they  are  highly 
punifhable,  if  one  gives  or  the  other  receives  more  than  are 
there  mentioned.  Perhaps  fome  Regulation  of  this  Kind 
would  be  ufeful,  and  as  the  Price  of  Provifions  may  make  an 
Alteration  neceffary,and  our  Parliament  fits  but  every  fecond 
Year,  it  may  be  prudent  to  lodge  a Power  iome  where,  to 
yary  the  Prices  and  Wages,  os  Circumftances  occur.  Sup- 
pofe  the  Mailers  were  to  appoint  fix  Men  by  Ballot,  and  the 
Journeymen  likewife  fix,  and  thefe  twelve,  together  with  the 
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tries,  and  we  are  much  obliged  to  England  for  th* 
i%d.  a Yard  Bounty,  on  the  Exportation  from 
thence  ; and  with  refpect  to  the  Hempen  Manu- 
facture, we  have  made  very  little  Progrefs  in  that, 
though  there  are  very  few  Countries  better  quali- 
fied ior  carrying  it  on.  The  Cambrick  Manufac- 
ture has  encreafed  greatly  of  late  Years,  yet  it 
falls  far  fhort  of  fupplying  our  home  Con fumption 
in  the  Article  of  clear  Cambricks  j yeti  have  been 
told  that  there  are  upwards  of  one  thoufand  five 
hundred  Looms  now  at  Work  in  the  North  of 
Ireland . The  Cambrick  Company  has  great  Me- 
rit with  the  Public,  for  they,  at  great  Expence 
and  Attention  to  the  Bmcourrgement  of  that  Bu- 
finefs,  brought  over  from  Flanders  a great  many 
Manufacturers,  whom  they  employed  at  Dundalk , 
by  which,  that  Manufacture  has  greatly  fpread 
over  all  that  Side  of  the  Country  •,  and  now,  pri- 
vate Perfons  can  carry  on  that  Trade  more  exten- 
five  and  to  greater  Advantage  than  the  Company  ; 
but  this  is  entirely  owing  to  the  Enlight  and  Em* 
couragement  given  by  them,  who,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  Bounty  given  by  Parliament,  fuffered 
greatly  in  their  private  Fortunes,  ^nd  were  almoft 
broke  by  the  Expence  they  were  at,  and  the 
LofTes  they  fuftained  for  many  Years,  from  want 
of  Knowledge  in  the  Manufacture,  and  the  pro- 
per Method  of  difpofing  of  the  Cambrick. 

It  would  be  a great  Benefit  to  this  Kingdom, 
if  we  could  extend  our  Cambrick  Manufacture  in 

three  fenior  Magiftrates  that  (hall  attend,  of  Cities,  or 
Towns  Corporate,  or  Counties,  were  empowered  to  examine 
.into  thefe  Matters,  and  that  they  or  the  Majority  of  them 
were  finally  to  regulate  a^d  fettle  them.  Or  if  the  Legifla- 
ture  thought  it  not  convenient  to  go  through  fuch  an  Ad  of 
Parliament,  they  might  pafs  an  Ad  eftablifbing  fuch  a Jurif- 
didion,  and  they  finally  to  regulate  and  fettle  fuch  Matters. 

Something  of  this  Kind  has  been  done  lately,  by  an  ami- 
cable Regulation  amongft  the  Weavers,  under  the  Influence 
of  the  Dublin  Society,  by  appointing  a Committee  of  fix 
Matter*  and  fix  Journeymen  to  fettle  Prices  and  Wages. 
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the  Article  of  Clear  Goods,  which,  as  yet,  we 
have  not  done,  and  it  will  take  up  fome  Time  to 
nurfe  it  up,  to  prevent  the  Importation  of  them 
from  France  j yet,  till  we  can  make  fufficient  of 
thele  Goods  it  wiU  be  in  the  higheft  Degree  im- 
prudent in  us  to  take  off  any  Pact  of  the  Duty  on 
foreign  1'ambrick,  as  that  Duty  is  a great  Support, 
not  only  to  the  Linen  Manufa&ure,  but  to  the 
Cambrick  alfo,  and  is  the  Means  to  encourage 
and  enable  us  to  extend  the  Cambrick  in  all  its 
Branches,  and  without  it,  it  mull  fjon  fall  to  the 
Ground.  I find  that  Duty  brings  in  about  7000/. 
yearly  •,  three  Parts  in  fix,  or  one  half  goes  to 
the  hereditary  Revenue,  two  Parts  are  appropri- 
ated to  the  Linen  Manufacture,  and  the  remain- 
ing fixth  Part  to  the  Cambrick. 

Why  fhould  not  we  endeavour  to  make  Kent- 
ings,  and  encourage,  by  Premiums  and  Bounties, 
our  Manufadurersto  go  into  that  Bufinefs?  Sure 
our  Country  is  as  fit  for  it,  and  what  a large  Sum 
would  we  fave,  by  even  preventing  the  Importa- 
tion of  at  lead  368,561  Yards  now  imported  ? 

The  Premiums  and  Encouragement  given  by 
the  Linen  Board,  have  anfwered  well,  and  been  a 
great  Spur  and  incentive  to  the  Increafe  and  Ex- 
tenfion  of  the  Linen  Manufacture  •,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  it  will  be  employed  to  the  Encourage- 
ment of  thofe  Branches  of  it,  we  have  fo  great  a 
Demand  for  from  our  Plantations.  Funds  of  this 
Kind  are  of  great  public  Utility  to  infant  Manu- 
factures and  Trades,  that  require  Inftrudion  in 
the  Beginning,  and  Encouragement  to  overcome 
the  Difficulties  and  Lofies  which  always  attend 
the  firft  Attempts,  in  every  Invention  and  Trade. 

I cannot  quit  this  Head,  without  taking  Notice 
of  the  very  great  Importation  of  undrefied  Flax, 
in  the  Year  1764,  as  appears  by  the  Table,  no 
lefs  than  53870  C.  Wt.  in  Value  upwards  of 
135,600/.  What  a Ihameful  Indolence  and  Ne- 
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gleCt  is  this,  in  an  Article  of  fo  great  Importance, 
relative  to  our  Linen  Manufacture  ; and  that  too, 
in  a Country,  where  it  is  well  known  Flax  may 
be  raifed  in  great  Abundance,  with  only  common 
Care  and  Induftry  P What  a Hazard,  what  a Rifk 
do  we  run,  to  depend  upon  any  Country  whatfo- 
ever,  for  the  Primum  of  a Manufacture  of  fo 
much  Importance  to  the  Nation  ? 

Our  Soil  and  Country,  are  well  fuited  to  the 
Hempen  Manufacture,  and  it  was  thriving  and 
extending  greatly  fome  Years  ago,  till  a Damp 
was  thrown  on  it,  I may  fay  a Stop  was  put  to  it, 
by  the  laying  a Duty  on  it  in  England  * though 
they  import  from  foreign  Countries,  at  lead  five 
Times  as  much  of  that  Manufacture,  as  they  make 
at  home.  But  notwithftanding,  why  do  we  not 
raife  Hemp,  and  manufacture  it,  at  lead,  as  much 
as  will  anfwer  our  own  Confumption  ? It  is  plain 
we  do  not,  from  the  Table  of  Imports. 

Secondly,  What  very  large  Sums  of  Money  are 
yearly  carried  out  of  tne  Kingdom,  in  Specie,  for 
the  Article  of  Coals.  It  appears,  that  there  are 
upwards  of  21 1,570  Tun  brought  in,  computing 
of  this  very  low,  here  is  a conftant  yearly  Drain 
of  upwards  of  200,000/.  Indeed,  this  Year,  it 
may  be  reckoned  higher,  for  the  Colliers  have  en- 
tered into  a Combination,  not  to  fell  but  at  a very 
high  Price,  and  accordingly  have  kept  up  to  the 
high  Price*. 

We  have  large  Collieries  of  our  own,  and 
good  in  their  Kind,  and  wanting  nothing  but 
the  Means  of  bringing  them  to  Market,  when 
we  (hall  have  this  Neceflary  of  Lire  in  great 
Abundance,  free  from  the  Combinations,  the 
Frauds,  the  Monopolies,  the  Exactions  of  Col- 
liers, Coal  Factors,  and  EngrolTers,  and  fave 
the  fending  out  of  the  Kingdom  fo  large 

a Sum 

•This  Combination  to  keep  up  the  Price  Hill  continues. 


[ 8;  ] 

a Sum  annually  in  Specie;  what  a Eenefit  would 
this  be  to  our  poor  People,  to  have  them  em- 
ployed in  this  Way,  and  fuch  a Quantity  of  Calli 
circulate  round  the  Kingdom  ? 

There  has  been,  indeed,  of  late  eftablifhed, 
an  excellent  I nftitution,  to  prevent  the  exceflive 
high  price  of  Coals,  I mean  the  Public  Coal-Yards 
in  the  City  of  Dublin  *,  by  which  Coals  cannot 
well  rife  above  i8j.  a Ton  ; for  when  they  ex- 
ceed that  Sum,  the  Coal-yards  are  to  fell  out  at 
1 8^.  to  the  Poor  and  Indigent,  under  certain  Re- 
gulattcns;  this  has  kept,  and  will,  probably,  keep 
the  Price  under  1 8 s.  but  then,  what  an  exorbitant 
Profit  have  thefe  Harpies  at  this  Rate  ! For,  upon 
Examination,  it  appeared  very  clear,  that  every 
Perfon  employed  in  the  Coal  Trade,  would  have 
a reafonable  and  fufficient  Profit,  upon  a Sale  at 
about  13J.  a Ton. 

Thirdly.  We  have  great  Plenty  of  Fifh  of  all 
Kinds  upon  our  Coafts,  and  our  Ports  and  Bays 
are  moil  happily  fituated  to  carry  on  that  valuable 
Branch  of  Trade,  which  all  our  Neighbours,  even 
L upon 

* There  has  been  another  Coal  Yard  lately  eftabliffied, 
by  another  Aft  of  Parliament,  in  the  City  of  Cork,  and 
though  each  of  them  is  an  Expence  of  about  400!.  a 
Year  to  the  Nation,  for  Salaries  of  Officers,  Coal  Yards* 
&c.  yet  it  is  made  Amends  for,  by  the  keeping  down  the 
Price  of  Coals  under  18s.  But  certainly  fome  further  Re- 
gulations in  thefe  Coal  Yards  are  wanting,  to  make  them 
more  extenfively  ufeful,  either  l?y  enlarging  the  Quantity 
to  be  given  out  at  Times,  or  making  them  more  eafy  to  be 
come  at,  for  the  Poor  complain  they  would  rather  go  to 
the  other  Coal  Yards,  or  to  the  Ships,  and  pay  fomething 
more,  as  they  can  get  them  ealier  and  at  lels  Expence. 
Regulations  are  likewife  necefiary  to  be  made  in  the  Coal 
Trade,  to  prevent  Combinations  for  keeping  the  Coals  up 
to  1 6 s.  a Ton,  either  by  obliging  the  Ships  in  the  Harbour 
to  come  up  to  the  Quays  and  fell,  or  in  fome  other  Shape* 
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upon  our  Coaft,  make  fo  great  Profit  by,  and 
even  fupply  us.  What  an  Indolence  and  a Shame 
is  this,  and  especially  now,  that  the  Legislature 
has  given  us  fo  great  a Bounty,  and  Encourage- 
ment, as  they  have  done  by  a late  Aft  of  Parlia- 
ment*? 

Fourthly.  See  by  the  above  Tables,  what  large 
Quantities  of  the  Silk  and  Woollen  Manufactures 
we  pay  for  and  import.  It  is  true,  by  the  Bounty 
of  Parliament,  and  the  Patronage  of  the  Dublin 
Society , the  Silk  Manufacture  is  beginning  to  re- 
vive, and  the  Poor,  who  were  diftrefled  formerly 
to  a great  Degree,  for  want  of  Employment,  are 
beginning  to  get  Bread.  I have  been  told  the 
Confumption  of  Ireland  in  this  Article  is  about 
130,000/.  yearly,  and  that  we  do  not  manufac- 
ture above  30,000 /.  of  it ; and  that  we  confume 
of  the  plain  Silks  alone  about  80,000  /.  in  Value. 
Our  fancied  Goods,  certainly  do  not  come  up  to 
thofe  we  have  from  Abroad,  but  the  plain  we 
have,  andean  make  to  Perfection  ; and  would  it 
not  be  an  immenfe  Thing  for  us  to  employ  our 
Poor,  and  prevent  our  fending  Abroad  for  this 
Article  of  plain  Goods,  by  which  fuch  a Sum  as 
80,00 ol.  would  be  laved  ? 

What  a Difgrace  is  it  to  our  People  of  Fafhion 
and  DifiinCtion,  to  fee  them  defpife  our  own  Ma- 
nufactures, and  fo  fond  of  foreign  Goods,  by 
which  they  are  become  even  the  Dupes  of  lbme 
Tradefmen,  who,  finding  they  cannot  fell  lrijb 
Goods,  though  exceeding  good  of  their  Kind,  are 

obliged 

% Several  A6ts  of  Parliament  have  paffed  within  fix 
or  eight  Years,  giving  very  large  Premiums,  and  payable 
dire&ly  out  of  the  Treafury,  as  an  Encouragement  for 
Building  and  Manning  large  Fiihing  Wherries,  to  carry 
on  the  Filheries  on  the  Coaits  of  this  Kingdom. 
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obliged  to  fay  they  came  from  Abroad,  and  raife 
the  Price,  and  conlequently  their  Profit ; and  by 
this  pious  Fraud  (if  I may  fay  fo)  in  Favour  of 
our  own  Country,  great  Quantities  of  Irijh  Goods 
are  fold  for  Foreign,  and  this  Management  is  made 
Ufe  of  with  RefpeCt  to  Woollen  Goods,  as  well 
as  Silk,  in  order  to  force  a Trade  of  Irijh  Goods ; 
and  fo  fully  convinced  are  fome  very  fenfible  Ma- 
nufacturers of  the  Benefit  of  this  Kind  of  Fraud, 
that  they  declare,  the  fixing  of  any  Kind  of  Mark, 
that  would  with  Certainty  diftinguifh  the  Irijh 
from  the Englijh Goods,  would  be  greatly  injurious 
to  the  Irijh  Trade.  But  we  are  in  hopes,  not  on- 
ly to  extend  this  valuable  Branch  of  our  Manufac- 
tures, but  get  over  all  Prejudices,  when  fomany 
worthy  and  public-fpirited  Ladies,  have  taken 
upon  them  the  Patronage  and  Protection  of  the 
Silk  Manufacture,  and  its  Ware  houfe  in  Parlia- 
ment-Street. 

With  RefpeCt  to  the  Woollen  Manufacture,  I 
have  mentioned  above  my  Reafons,  why  it  would 
be  of  Ufe,  even  to  England , to  permit  us  to  ex- 
port feveral  Articles  in  the  coarfe  and  low  priced 
Goods,  which  Trade  they  have  been  in  a great 
Meafure  beat  out  of,  by  their  Neighbours  felling 
them  cheaper  in  foreign  Markets  •,  and  by  this 
Means  our  Irijh  Wool  would  be  confumed  at 
Home,  and  not  clandeftinely  fent  Abroad,  to  the 
great  Prejudice  of  England.  I am  credibly  in- 
formed, with  RefpeCt  to  the  clandeftine  Exporta- 
tion of  Wool,  much  more  Irijh  Wool  is  carried 
Abroad  that  Way  through  England , than  direCl- 
ly  from  Ireland. 

Fifthly.  It  is  very  alarming,  with  FvefpeCt  to  the 
Health  and  Morals  of  the  People,  to  think  what 
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a Quantity  of  Spirits  is  * confumed  in  this  King- 
dom ; of  Brandies,  you  will  lee  from  the  Table, 
upwards  of  57,000  Gallons,  and  of  Rum  above 
1,230,840  Gallons ; and  in  1781,  68,777  Gal- 
lons of  Brandy,  and  of  Rum  707,852-,  bafides 
it  is  imagined,  there  is  clandeflinely  run  above 
half  the  Quantity,  to  the  great  Injury  of  the 
Public  Revenue,  and  the  fair  Trader;  add  .to 
this,  the  immenfe  Quantity  of  home-made  Spi- 
rits confumed  here.  I think  it  would  be  of 
great  National  Confequence,  to  prevent  the  immo- 
derate Ufe  and  Confumption  of  this  pernicious 
Liquor.  Both  in  Great  Britain  and  here,  it  has 
been  attempted  in  vain  , but  fince  that  cannot  be 
effected,  let  us  fee  if  we  cannot  in  fome  Meafure 
prevent  the  exceffive  Ufe  of  it,  and  at  the  fame 
Time  turn  it  to  a National  Benefit.  I have  been 
informed  by  fome  Phyficians  of  great  Knowledge 
and  Character  in  their  Profellion,  that  Spirits  dif- 
tiiled  from  Grain,  are  more  wholefome  than  Bran- 
dies, or  Rums  ; why  may  we  not  contrive  fome 
Way  to  prevent  the  Importation  of  Brandies,  and 
even  Rums,  and  encourage  the  difhlling  of  home- 
made Spirits  from  Grain  ? It  would  be  a Means  of 
improving  our  Country,  by  encouraging  Tillage 
and  Agriculture,  and  prevent  the  illConfequenc.es 
of  Running  of  Spirits.  I am  told  an  effe&ual  Me- 
thod to  prevent  this  pernicious  Fra&ice,  would  be 
to  take  off  one  Shilling  of  the  twenty  Pence,  I 
think  f in  the  Pound,  Duty  on  black  Teas,  that  is, 
JBoheas ; for  it  is  imagined,  very  little  of  that  Kind 

is 

* 

* The  Importation  of  Spirits  has  greatly  encreafed 
within  thefc  few  laft  Years. 

f This  has  been  done,  and  great  Benefit  has  cnfued 
thereby  } fee  a former  Note. 
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is  entered,  or  pays  Duty,  mcft  is  run,  and  that 
the  Runners  would  not  find  their  Account  in  that 
Practice,  if  they  had  not  the  Benefit  of  running 
thefe  Kinds  of  Teas  along  with  the  Spirits,  and  in 
the  End  no  Prejudice  would  arife  to  the  Public 
Revenue,  for  in  this  as  well  as  in  many  other 
Articles,  where  the  Duty  is  high,  a low  Duty, 
if  paid,  would  bring  in  more  Money  than  the 
high,  where  very  little  is  entered,  and  moft  of  it 
run. 

1 fhall  not  trouble  my  Reader,  with  entering 
more  minutely  into  the  many  Articles  of  our  Ex- 
ports, that  we  might  improve  and  extend  ; or, 
our  Imports,  which  we  might  prevent,  either  en- 
tirely, or  in  a great  Meafure  : but  1 cannot  omit 
to  mention  in  general,  the  Importation  of  1 37,754 
Barrelsof  Beer  and  Ale*  in  1781;  which  I am  told, 
can  be  fold  cheaper  here  than  we  can  brew  it  for 
Sale,  by  the  Drawback  of  great  Part  of  the  Duty 
on  Exportation,  and  by  the  Duty  being  very  fmall 
on  Importation  here.  Should  not  this  put  us  upoii 
encreafingtheDuty  on  Importation;  fee  the  Quan- 
tity of  Hard  and  Earthen  Ware  imported  ; and 
alfo,  of  Rape  and  Lintfeed  Oil,  all  which  we 
might  manufacture  to  the  great  Employment  of 

our 


* The  Importation  of  Beer  and  Ale  has  lately  encrea- 
fed,  and  is  likely  to  do  fo  for  two  Reafons,  by  the  Draw- 
backs being  allowed  of  almoft  all  the  Britifh  Duty,  they 
can  and  do  fell  Englifh  and  Scotch  Beer  cheaper  here  than 
they  can  do  the  Irifh,  and  the  Ale-drapers  make  a greater 
Profit  by  the  Sale  of  the  former.  And  again,  they  do 
not  make  the  Malt  in  Ireland,  any  thing  near  fo  good,  or 
to  yield  as  much  as  that  that  comes  from  Abroad.  In- 
deed the  Dublin  Society  have  attempted  to  remedy  this 
laft  Evil,  by  giving  between  4 and  500I.  a Year  for  five 
Years,  in  Premiums  for  the  Encouragement  of  making 
good  Malt  in  the  Country,  and  bringing  it  to  Dublin. 
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our  induflrious  Poor,  and  Improvement  of  our 
Land. 

Having  thus,  with  the  greatefl  Candour  and 
Impartiality,  laid  before  the  Reader,  the  yearly 
Value  of  the  Remittances  in  Money,  which  we 
may  reaionably  be  fuppofed  to  make  to  our  Gen- 
tlemen who  live  Abroad;  and  having  alfo  con- 
fidered  what  Balance  in  our  Favour  we  have,  by 
our  whole  Trade,  to  enable  us  to  maintain  thofe 
Remittances  *,  and,  having  likewife  taken  into 
Conlideration  feveral  other  Articles,  which  do  ei- 
ther increafe  or  leffen  the  Balance,  I leave  it  to 
everyone  to  judge,  w'hetherthelnferencesandOb- 
fervations,  drawn  from  thence,  are  well  grounded. 
It  appears  on  one  Hand  that  our  Abfentees  draw 
out  of  the  Kingdom,  yearly,  near  a Million 
and  a half ; and  on  the  other,  that  the  Balance  in 
our  Favour,  by  our  Trade,  ( which  is  the  Fund 
we  have  to  difcharge  thefe  Drafts  upon  us  with) 
amounts  to  no  more  than  489,836/.  yearly,  ac- 
cording to  the  public  Eftimates,  and  by  con fe- 
quence,  there  will  be  wanting  upwards  of 
570,000/.  to  make  up  thefe  Payments. 

How  we  have  been  able  hitherto  to  fupport  all 
this,  I leave  to  others  to  account  for  ; perhaps 
that  Stock,  which  we  have  been  gathering  for 
many  Years,  may  hitherto  have  enabled  us  to 
anfwer  thefe  Demands  upon  us,  when  they  were 
more  moderate;  but  it  is  impolfible  for  us  to  fub- 
fifl  much  longer,  under  fuch  a w'afteful  Drain. 
It  is  evident,  by  the  great  Scarcity  of  Money  in 
the  Kingdom,  that  our  Stock  is  draining  off  to 
the  Lees. 

If  this  be  our  Cafe  now,  and  that  the  prefent 
Cafhof  the  Kingdom  is  no  Way  fufficient  to  carry 
on  our  domeilic  or  foreign  Trade,  and  that  there 
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is  a great  Stagnation  in  our  Bufinefs  already,  for 
Want  of  Money;  what  muff  be  our  Cafe  in  a 
little  Time,  when  all  the  reft  of  our  Species  fhall 
be  carried  off,  as  it  muft  certainly  be,  if  our  Gen- 
tlemen abroad  fhall  continue  to  draw  it  from  us, 
in  the  Degree  they  do  at  prefent  ? The  Confe- 
quence  will  then  be,  that  we  fhall  not  be  able  to 
fupport  our  Kftablifhment,  and  fhall  ceafe  to  be  an 
Advantage  to  England , which  will  ever  receive 
lefs  from  us,  in  Proportion  as  we  grow  poorer. 
It  is  to  be  hoped,  the  People  of  England  will  not 
be  againft  our  taxing  the  Eftates  of  our  Abfentees, 
fince  it  may  enable  11s  to  pay  the  Taxes  of  our 
Country,  fupport  our  Government,  and  prevent 
our  becoming  a Burthen  to  them  ; and  we  may 
prefume,  they  may  be  rather  inclined  to  ap- 
prove of  fuch  a Tax,  fince  it  is  more  than  pro- 
bable, that  moft  of  our  Abfenteps  will,  not- 
withftanding  this,  ftill  live  among  them,  and 
not  forego  their  foreign  Pleafures,  on  that  Ac- 
count. 

I have  taken  particular  Notice  of  the  Benefits 
which  accrue  to  England  by  its  Dealings  with 
Ireland , and  that  it  is  its  Intereft  to  let  the  People 
of  Ireland  into  a free  Enjoyment  of  every  Branch 
of  Trade,  and  to  give  full  Employment  to  all 
their  Hands,  fince  every  Profit  arifing  from  thence 
will  only  ferve  to  enlarge  their  Remittances  to 
that  Kingdom. 

If  the  People  of  England  will  Bill  keep  us  under 
the  fame  Reftridtions  in  Trade,  let  them  fend  us 
home  our  Gentlemen  ; or,  if  they  will  have  our 
Gentlemen  live  and  fpend  their  Fortunes  amongft 
them,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  they  will  give  us  a 
greater  Liberty  of  Trade,  to  enable  us  to  maintain 
them  there ; ‘one  or  other  of  thefe  Expedients 

feems 
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fee  ms  to  be  abfolutely  neceffary  at  prefent  for  the 
~ Support  of  this  Kingdom. 

The  laft  Thing  I propofe  to  fpeak  of  in  this 
Treatife,  is  to  make  fome  Obfervations,  and 
offer  fome  Reafons,  why  the  Abfentees  fnould  be 
obliged  to  contribute,  in  fome  Shape,  to  the 
Welfare  and  Support  of  the  Country  they  derive 
their  Honours,  Efiates  and  Incomes  from. 

Indeed,  as  this  Evil  grows  daily  upon  us,  and 
has  already  thrown  the  Nation  into  a wafteful 
Confumption  of  all  its  Subftance,  it  is  high  Time 
to  apply  fome  Remedy  to  flop  this  immoderate 
Drain,  that  has  reduced  us  fo  low  : And  this  can 
be  done  no  other  Way  than,  in  Imitation  of  our 
Anceftors,  and  of  all  wife  Nations  in  the  like 
Cafe,  by  taxing  the  Eftates  and  Incomes  of  thofe, 
who  out  of  Wantonnefs  and  Luxury,  choofe  to 
fpend  all  the  Profits  thereof  Abroad,  to  the 
Impoverifhment  and  Ruin  of  their  native 
Country. 

It  is  not  reafonable  to  expert,  that  the  Security 
of  the  Proteftant  Religion  and  Interefl:  in  this 
Kingdom,  the  Profperity  of  the  People,  and 
Safety  of  the  Government  fhould  all  give  Way 
to  the  Gratifications  of  our  Gentlemen  Abroad. 
If  they  fet  fo  high  a Value  on  their  foreign  Plea- 
lures,  that  for  the  Enjoyment  of  them,  the  King- 
dom muft  be  brought  into  Ruin,  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  they  fhall  not  be  indulged  in  all  this, 
without  contributing  their  Quota  towards  the 
Charges  of  the  Public.  As  the  Cafe  Hands  at 
prefent,  while  all  others  at  home  pay  largely  in 
Taxes,  for  the  Maintenance  of  our  Eftablifh- 
ment,  thefe  Gentlemen,  though  many  of  them 
have  nothing  but  what  they  derive  from  this 
Country,  yet  pay  not  one  Farthing  for  the  Sup- 
port 
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port  of  it ; they  have,  indeed,  the  Merit  of  pay* 
ing,  by  their  foreign  Confumptions,  the  Taxes 
of  all  Countries  but  their  own. 

It  is  notorious,  that  many  of  our  Abfentees 
have,  by  their  Rents  and  otherwife,  drawn  out  of 
this  Kingdom  many  Millions  of  Pounds  the  laft: 
twenty  Years,  and  yet  none  of  them  have  con- 
tributed to  the  Support  of  the  public  Charges,  as 
much  as  the  meaneft  Perfon  who  pays  for  a 
Quart  of  Ale. 

It  cannot  be  fuppofed,  that  our  Irijh  Landlords, 
who  live  abroad,  and  confume  no  Part  of  the  Pro- 
duce or  Manufacture  of  their  Country,  pay  the 
leaf!  Share  of  the  Duties  or  Taxes  thereof,  or  re- 
lieve any  of  its  Poor,  whole  Miferies  they  never 
fee, or  make  any  Improvements,  who  never  mean 
to  live  among  us;  nay,  their  living  Abroad  feems 
to  have  fo  far  alienated  then  Affections  from  their 
Country,  and  hardened  their  Tempers  towards  it, 
that  they,  above  all  others,  are  remarkable  for  fet- 
ting  their  Eftates  at  a Rack  Rent,  fo  as  hardly  to 
allow  a Livelihood  to  their  poor  Tenants,  by 
whom  they  are  fupported. 

There  is  no  Country  in  Europe  which  produ- 
ces and  exports  fo  great  a Quantity  of  Beef,  But- 
ter, Tallcw,  Hides  and  Wool,  as  Ireland  does ; 
and  yet  our  common  People  are  very  poorly 
cloathed,  go  bare-legged  half  the  Year,  and  very 
rarely  tafte  of  that  Flefh-meat,  with  which  we 
fo  much  abound.  We  pinch  ourfelves  in  every 
Article  of  Life,  and  export  more  than  we  can  well 
fpare,  with  no  other  effeCl  or  advantage,  than 
to  enable  our  Gentlemen  and  Ladies  to  live  more 
luxurioufly  abroad. 

And  they  are  not  content  to  treat  us  thus,  but 
add  lnfult  to  ill  Ufage  ; they  reproach  us  with  our 
M Poverty, 
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Poverty,  at  the  fame  Time  that  they  take  away 
our  Money ; and  can  tell  us,  we  have  no  Diver- 
iions  or  Entertainments  in  Ireland  for  them,  v.  heri 
they  themfelves  di fable  us  from  having  better, 
by  withdrawing  from  us. 

But, it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  our  Legiflature  will  take 
Care  that  thofe  Gentlemen,  who  fpend  their  For- 
tunes abroad,  and  are  thereby  the  greateft,  and 
almofl  only  Caufe  of  its  Poverty  and  Diftrefs, 
fhall  not  be  the  only  Perfons  favoured  and  ex- 
empted from  paying  the  Taxes  thereof*. 

A Tax  of  two,  three,  or  four  Shillings  in  the 
Pound  on  the  Eflates,  Penfions,  Profits  of 
Employments,  and  Incomes  of  Abfentees,  and 
alfo,  fome  certain  Sum  on  all  Perfons  who  are  in 
Poffeffion  of,  or  fhall  obtain  Titles  of  Honour 
amongft  the  Nobility  of  Ireland , would,  in  all 
likelihood,  remove  the  Evil  complained  of ; for, 
if  the  Abfentees  fhould  return  home,  then  the 
Public  Revenue  would  encreafe  to  a greater  Pro- 
duce in  the  Cufioms  and  Excife,  in  proportion  as 
the  Home  Confumption  would  be  enlarged,  by 
the  fpending  of  fo  much  more  Money  amongft  us^ 
or,  if  they  would  notwithstanding  live  Abroad, 
then  a confiderable  Fund  would  be  provided  for 
fome  ufeful  and  beneficial  Objedt  in  this  Country. 

I know  well,  that  many  Difficulties  may  arife 
to  and  upon  the  railing  fuch  a Tax ; and  how 
will  you  apply  it  ? For  the  former  Tax  of  four 

Shillings 

* Since  the  Publication  of  this  Treatife  in  1767,  the 
Eegifiature  have  thought  proper  to  remedy  this  Evil  in 
Part,  by  laying  a Tax  of  4 /.  in  the  Pound,  on  all  Penfions, 
Salaries,  and  Profits  of  Employments  of  Abfentees  by 
Adt  of  Parliament,  the  laft  Seffion  ; when  they  do  not 
refide  within  the  Kingdom  fix  Months  in  the  Year,  ar*d 
free  from  all  difpenfing  Claufes  fee  the  Appendix. 
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Shillings  in  the  Pound  on  Abfentees,  which  fub- 
lifted  for  fo  many  Years,  anfwered  no  good  Pur- 
pofe,  by  being  applied  to  defray  the  public 
Charges  of  Government,  as  hath  been  mentioned 
in  the  former  Part  of  this  Treatife. 

As  to  the  firft  of  thefe  Objections,  I have  found 
fome  where  this  Queftion  afked,  Why  fhould  not 
we  lay  a Duty  on  the  Exportation  of  our  Nobility 
and  Gentry,  according  to  their  Titles  and  In- 
comes ? They  travel  for  Health  or  Pleafure. 
Should  not  they  pay  £50  or  £\oo,  or  fome  cer- 
tain Sum,  to  their  own  Country,  for  Permiffion 
to  fpend  the  Remainder  of  their  Fortunes  in 
another  ? 

You  fee  by  what  has  been  mentioned,  the  legal 
Proviftons  our  Anceftors  made  upon  this  Head ; 
and  why  may  not  the  Tax  be  raifed  in  pretty  much 
the  fame  Manner,  but  free  from  the  difpenfing 
Claufes,  as  the  four  Shillings  in  the  Pound  was 
raifed  by  Virtue  of  the  former  feveral  ACls  of  Par- 
liament, fo  long  in  Force  in  this  Kingdom  ? And 
with  refped  to  the  raifing  a Tax  on  fuch  of  our 
Nobility  as  have  noEftates  in  Ireland,  which  feems 
to  be  attended  with  thegreatefi  Difficulty,  you  fee 
what  was  done  by  the  At\  of  10  Charles  I.  Chap. 
2i,  which  never  has  been  repealed.  Befides,  I do 
not  think  but  the  Wiidom  of  our  Legiflature  may 
and  can  contrive  Ways  and  Means  to  raife  fuch  a 
Tax,  if  they  are  once  convinced  of  the  Propriety 
and  Ufefulnefs  of  it.  To  charge  them  who  are  rich 
in  this  World,  is  Religion  and  true  Policy,  and  to 
eafe  the  poor  Labourer  is  equal  to  it. 

There  does  not  leem  to  be  fo  great  Difficulty 
as  at  firft  imagined  in  doing  this  ; other  Countries 
have  raifed  Taxes,  where  the  Difficulty  feems  to 
have  been  greater. 

M 2 
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In  Holland , every  Man  that  accepts  of  an  Em- 
ployment, is  obliged  to  pay  fuch  a certain  propor- 
tionable Part  of  it  to  the  State,  and  a proportionable 
Tax  on  the  promotion  of  Land  and  Sea  Officers 
and  Clergy.  There  is  alfo  there,  what  is  called  a 
Collateral  Tax,  by  which  the  Inheritor  of  a For- 
tune in  Land,  or  even  Money,  not  defcendingto 
him  in  a right  Line,  pay  s two  and  a half  per  Cent, 
to  the  Slate  ; when  they  fell  Land  or  Employ- 
ments, the  Buyer  and  Seller  pay  two  or  three  per 
Cent  of  the  Value  to  the  State,  and  they  have  a 
Method  of  raffing  and  collecting  thefe  Taxes  with 
Eafe. 

As  to  the  other  Objection,  relative  to  the  Ap- 
plication of  the  Tax, 

There  are  two  great  and  National  Charities  in 
this  Kingdom,  neither  of  which  have  any  certain 
Support  any  Way  ’equate  to  the  great  Expence 
of  them,  or  the  vail  Benefit  arifing  to  this  Coun- 
try by  them  ; I mean  the  Charter  Schools,  and 
the  Foundling  Hofpital  at  the  Work-hotife  ; the 
former  fupports  about  2500  Perfons,  and  has  for 
its  ObjeCt  the  training  up  the  Children  of  the 
Pa  pills  of  this  Kingdom,  of  a low  Condition, 
not  only  to  be  ufeful  Members  of  Society,  by 
inflru&ing  them  in  Hulbandry  and  Manufac- 
tures, and  binding  them  Apprentice  to  Proteftant 
Mailers,  but  to  be  good  Protellants  *.  We 

know 

* If  a fufficient  Number  of  Proteftant  Schoolmafters 
were  eftablifhed  through  the  Kingdom,  to  inftruft  ChiR 
dren  of  the  lower  Clafs  of  People,  when  young,  and  before 
they  are  fit  to  Labour,  in  Reading,  Writing,  and  the 
Chuich  Catechifm  ; and  that  they  were  to  be  allowed 
fome  finall  Stipend,  which  with  fome  trifling'  Matter,  to 
1 given  by  the  Parents  of  the  Children,  would  be  fuffi- 

qient 
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know  well  how  flow  a Progrefs  the  Reform ation 
made  in  the  lower  Clafs  of  People  of  this  King* 
dom,  and  I am  much  afraid  the  number  of  Pa- 

pi  fts 

eient  to  encourage  many  Proteftant  Mafters  to  accept  of 
the  Care  of  fuch  Schools,  and  make  them  very  diligent  ; 
for  the  general  Complaint  is,  that  Mafters  cannot  be  got 
to  fettle,  without  having  fome  certain  Allowance  : In- 
deed the  common  Irijh  are  fond  of  inftruding  their  Chil- 
dren, if  they  had  Opportunity. 

Now,  if  the  Charter  School  Society  were  enabled,  by 
an  Enlargement  of  their  Funds,  to  extend  the  charitable 
and  ufeful  Views  of  their  Charter  and  Inftitution,  by  ap- 
pointing feveral  fuch  Schoolmafters  in  proper  Places, 
throughout  the  Kingdom,  under  certain  Regulations,  and 
endowing  thefe  with  fome  fmall  Salaries,  many  Gentle- 
men think  it  would  be  of  the  utmoft  Utility. 

Something  of  this  Kind  was  eftabliftied  in  Scotland , by 
a Charter  of  Queen  Ann , in  1709  ; and  a Fund  was 
given  for  that  Purpofe,  and  a Society  was  incorporated 
with  Power  to  receive  Benefactions  and  to  ered  Schools, 
for  the  Inftrudions  of  the  poor  Natives  of  the  Highlands 
of  Scotland , in  the  Chriftian  Religion,  and  to  teach  them 
to  read  ; and  in  Purfuance  of  thefe  Powers,  many  Day 
Schools  were  ereded  in  different  Parts  of  that  Kingdom, 
and  endowed  with  fmall  Salaries  : I have  been  told,  there 
arc  now  about  12  or  1500  of  them.  The  Greatnefs  of 
the  Succefs  of  that  Inftitution  does  abundantly  anfwer 
the  Wifdom  and  Humanity  of  the  Defign  ; for  there  are 
few  of  the  lower  Clafs  of  People  in  that  Kingdom,  that 
are  not  of  the  Eftabliftied  Religion  of  that  Country,  and 
cannot  read  and  write. 

Perhaps,  if  the  Charter  School  Society  were  enabled 
to  afiift  the  Parochial  and  Diocefan  Schools,  and  promote 
their  original  laudable  Intention,  it  might  anfwer  feveral 
good  Purpofes  ; for  the  common  Sort  of  People  of  this 
Country  have  good  Underftanding,  and  are  very  keen 
and  fharp  in  their  own  Way  ; enable  them  to  read  and 
write,  and  enlarge  thereby  ever  fo  little  their  Under- 
standing, and  you  bid  fair  to  make  them  good  Subjects 
and  good  Proteftants,  and  it  will  make  their  Youth, 
when  they  grow  into  Manhood,  more  governable  and 
tradable  in  Life. 
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pifts  have  encreafed  of  late  Years,  and  fo  it  has 
been  found  by  fome  late  Returns,  owing,  I am 
apprehenfive,  og  one  Hand,  to  the  Non-refidence 
and  Indolence  of  our  Clergy,  and  to  the  Re- 
miffhefs  and  Negligence  of  the  Proteftants  in 
general;  and  on  the  other,  to  the  indefatiga- 
ble Afliduity  and  Zeal  of  the  Popifh  Clergy,  and 
the  People  in  general  of  that  Perfuafion  ; and,  I 
am  afraid,  in  a great  Meafure,  to  the  great 
Number  of  Jefuits  and  Regulars  that  have  of 
late  come  into  the  Kingdom. 

Tnc  other  Charity  has  for  its  Objedl,  the  rear- 
ing and  making  ufeful  Members  of  Society,  a 
great  Number  of  helplefs  deferted  Infants,  that 
in  ult  other  wife  inevitably  perifn.  There  are  two 
or  three  and  twenty  hundred  Children  fupported 
by  this  Charity  ; and  indeed  it  is  become  now 
of  univerial  Concern,  Children  from  all  Parts  of 
the  Kingdom  being  fent  in  there. 

Thefe  two  Charities  have  been  in  the  utmoft 
Want  of  Money  and  Diftrefs  of  late  Years.  The 
Charter  Schools,  from  the  Number  of  Children 
fent  in,  and  Dearnefs  of  Provisions,  were  obliged 
to  call  in  the  Money  they  had  upon  Securities, 
and  all  the  Debts  they  could  polfibly  get  in,  and 
npon  the  Correfponding  Society  in  London  for 
their  Athftance  and  Support,  who  afnfted  them 
with  that  Zeal  they  have  been  ever  remarkable 
for,  and  without  which,  and  fome  accidental 
Legacies  and  Charities  to  a confiderable  Amount, 
it  would  have  been  impollible  for  them  to  fubfift. 

The  Foundling  Hofpital  was  in  like  Diftrefs; 
for  they  owed  to  Nurfes  in  the  Country,  who  had 
their  Children,  to  the  Number  of  between  1403 
or  1500,  near  ^2000,  lome  for  two,  fome  more 
Years  nurfing,  and  they  had  no  Money  to  pay 

them  i 
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them  ; their  Credit  was  fo  low  by  the  Means  of 
this  great  Arrear,  that  no  Woman  could  be  got 
to  take  the  Children  from  the  Poor  Houfe  to 
nurfe,  and  many  coming  in  daily,  they  were  ob- 
liged to  put  feveral  Children  upon  one  wet  Nurfe, 
and  great  Numbers  were  in  the  utmoft  Danger 
of  ftarving,  had  not  the  Governors  raifed  a bum 
of  £ 1 800,  by  a Mortgage  of  their  little  Eftate 
about  the  Work-houfe,  from  a Banker  of  this 
City,  who  advanced  that  Sum  from  a Motive  of 
Zeal  for  fo  good  a Work,  more  than  the  Good- 
nefs  of  the  Security ; for,  in  Truth,  it  was  but 
very  icanty,  and  ill  circumftanced  *. 

1 mention  thefe  two  particular  Charities,  be- 
caufe  1 am  well  acquainted  with  them.  I am 
fure  there  are  feveral  others  ; fuch  as,  the  Hiber- 
nian School  for  the  Support  of  the  Children  of 
Soldiers  ; the  Marine  Society  for  thofe  of  Sailors, 
that  are  of  great  Ufe  and  Benefit  to  the  Kingdom, 
and  do  great  honour  to  the  Charity  and  Huma*- 
nity  of  the  People  of  this  Country,  none  of  which 
have  any  certain  Support. 

Many  Gentlemen  in  England \ having  been  in- 
formed of  the  Objedt  of  the  two  above  great 
Charities,  and  that  they  had  but  a fmall  Fund  of 
Eftate,  and  were  fupported  entirely  by  uncertain 
and  occafional  Funds,  wondered  how  the  Go- 
vernors could  venture  to  undertake  fo  great  a 
certain  Expence  upon  fo  uncertain  a Fund, 
where  fo  many  thoufands  were  in  Danger  of 

ftarving ; 

* The  Houfe  of  Induftry  lately  inftituted  by  A&  of 
Parliament,  is  found  to  be  greatly  ufeful,  where  all  kind 
of  Poor  and  Diftrelfed  are  taken  care  of  like  the  Bic^tre 
in  France.  Its  Funds  are  by  no  means  equal  to  the  under- 
taking. Upwards  of  1600  are  now  taken  care  of  there# 
They  are  greatly  diftrelied  for  want  of  Funds. 


I 96  1 

ftarving;  for  that  the  great  Charities  there,  had 
fome  10,00 o/.  fome  ii  or  12,000/.  a Year  cer- 
tain Income  or  Eflate,  or  elfe  they  would  never 
venture  to  undertake  fo  great  an  Ex  pence.  The 
Foundling  Hofpital  in  Paris  has  certain  Taxes, 
to  a great  Amount,  appropriated  to  its  Sup- 
port -9  Taxes  on  Luxuries,  on  Diverfions,  on  the 
Play-houfes,  fo  much  on  every  Ticket  made  ufe 
of  there. 

I mention  all  this,  to  be  the  better  entitled  to 
take  the  Liberty  to  fubmit  it  to  the  Legiflature, 
whether  it  would  not  be  a right  and  a proper 
Meafure,  to  lay  fome  certain  Tax  on  Absentees 
of  all  Kinds,  and  to  appropriate  it  to  the  Support 
of  the  above  Charities,  and  fuch  other  as  they 
fhould  think  fit,  to  be  accountable  to  Parliament. 
Perhaps  when  the  Tax  was  applied  to  fo  good  a 
Purpofe,  the  Perfons  that  pay  it,  as  well  as 
thofe  that  grant  it,  would  be  induced  the  rather 
to  come  into  it,  and  reft  fatisfied,  that  it  would 
be  free  from  the  Objection  raifed  formerly,  to 
the  Tax  of  4s.  in  the  Pound,  on  Abfentees,  and 
which  was  paid  for  fo  many  Years. 

As  I am  fure  I have  tired  the  Reader,  by  this 
Time,  I fhall  beg  leave  to  conclude  with  the  fol- 
lowing Obfervation  : That  notwithstanding  all  I 
have  faid,  to  draw  the  Attention  of  the  People 
of  Ireland  to  Agriculture,  Manufactures,  and 
Commerce,  important  Obje&s  indeed  l yet,  as 
I think,  this  Ifiand  is  in  great  Danger  of  being 
attacked,  whenever  a new  War  breaks  out,  we 
fhould  be  on  our  Guard,  and  train  our  People  up 
to  the  Ufe  of  Arms,  that  they  may,  in  Time  of 
Danger,  protect  us  from  both  foreign  and  intef- 
tine  Enemies  ; for,  as  hath  been  obferved  by  a 
noble  Author,  who  has  lately  wrote  the  Hiftory 
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of  the  Reign  of  Henry  the  Second,  that,  Exer- 
cife  in  Arms  encreafes  the  Strength  of  a Nation, 
which,  remaining  long  unemployed,  is  very  apt 
to  decay,  and  fink  into  an  infirm  and  effeminate 
Softnefs,  particularly,  when  People  are  much 
addided  to  Commerce,  the  mercantile  Spirit 
prevailing  over  the  military,  more  than  is  con- 
fiftent  with  the  Safety  or  Virtue  of  a State.  To 
keep  up  the  Energy  of  both  thefe  Spirits,  in  a 
proper  Degree,  and  without  Prejudices  to  each 
other,  is  a very  important,  and  a very  difficult 
Part  of  political  Wifdom,  which  has  been  per- 
formed in  few  Governments  either  ancient  or 
modern. 

Before  I conclude,  I muft  again  beg  Leave  to 
take  Notice,  that  I hope,  the  general  Obfervati- 
ons  that  have  been  drawn  from  a plain  Repre- 
fentation  of  Matters  of  Fad,  and  public  Efti- 
mates,  will  not,  as  it  never  was  intended  they 
fhould,  give  the  leafi:  Offence  to  anyone. 
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APPENDIX. 
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JL  HE  very  favourable  and  honourable  Re- 
ception and  Notice  taken  by  Parliament,  and 
the  Merchants  of  this  Kingdom,  of  this  Treatife, 
and  the  Attention  given  to  it  by  the  Public, 
as  appears  by  the  quick  Sale  for  the  former 
Editions,  demand  the  big  hell  Gratitude  and  Re- 
fpedl,  and  the  utmoft  endeavours  to  make  this 
Edition  as  perfedt  and  compleat  as  a Work  of 
this  complicated  Nature  can  be,  and  therefore 
this  Edition  is  prefented  to  the  Public,  not  only 
with  the  Lift  of  Abfentees,  brought  down  to  the 
prefent  Year  1783,  but  with  great  amendments 
and  additions;  which  might reafonably  have  been 
expedted,  as  it  was  impoffible  to  be  fully  in- 
formed, on  the  former  Publication,  of  all  the 
Gentlemen  that  have  Eftates  in  the  different 
Parts  of  the  Kingdom,  and  efpecially  as  they 
were  unknown  and  unheard  of,  fave  only  with- 
in the  narrow  Limits  of  their  Tenants,  being 
refident  Abroad,  and  not  laying  out  any  Part  of 
their  Incomes,  nor  employing  the  Labourer  or 
N 2 Artificer, 
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Artificer,  nor  paying  towards  the  National 
Taxes,  or  Support  of  the  Civil  or  Military  Efta- 
blifhments  of  the  Kingdom,  and  notwithftanding 
all  the  Pains  that  have  been  taken  to  make  the-fe 
Lifts  as  perfed  as  may  be  ; yet,  no  Doubt, 
fome  Omiftlons  and  Miftakeswill  be  ftill  found; 
but,  upon  the  Whole,  am  confident  that  the 
Drains  we  labour  under,  are  much  more  than 
here  eftimated  and  fet  out.  Indeed  the  Totals 
annexed  to  the  former  Lifts  were  abundantly 
fufficient  to  fupport  all  u e Arguments  here  made 
Ufe  of;  but  how  much  ftronger  muft  they  be, 
when,  in  Fad  and  Truth  it  appears,  from  the 
general  Abftrads  fet  forth  in  this  Edition,  that 
inftead  of  about  a Million,  as  in  the  two  firft 
Editions,  and  a Million  and  a Half  in  the, third, 
there  are  upwards  of  two  Millions  of  Money 
drawn  out  of  the  Nation  in  this  Way. 

Again,  in  this  Edition,  by  Way  of  Notes, 
and  in  the  Appendix,  many  additional  Obferva- 
tions  are  made  on  the  Trade  and  Manufadures 
of  Ireland , and  the  Means  to  encourage,  im- 
prove, and  extend  them,  in  which  the  Author 
has  been  greatly  afiifted  by  many  knowing  and 
experienced  Men  in  that  Way,  and  fupplied 
with  Hints  and  Remarks  for  that  Purpofe,  which 
he  trufts,  fome  public  fpirited  Gentlemen  of 
more  Power  and  Abilities,  may  improve  and 
carry  into  Execution  for  the  Good  and  Welfare 
of  the  Kingdom. 

Several  Matters  mentioned  in  this  Treatife 
have  received  material  Alterations,  by  the  Wif- 
dom  of  Parliament,  fince  the  firft  Publication  of 
ir,  which  has  occafioned  fome  Obfervations  and 
Remarks  in  the  Notes,  and  particularly  by  the 
Ad  of  the  Sellion  of  the  7 th  G.  HI.  c.  ii.  where- 
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by  every  Perfon  who  (hall  have  any  Salary,  Pro- 
fits  of  Employment,  Fees,  or  Penfions,  in  this 
Kingdom,  (hall  pay  to  His  Majc-fly  four  Shillings 
out  of  every  twenty  Shillings  which  they  (hall 
receive,  or  be  entitled  unto,  by  Reafon  of  fuch 
Salaries,  &c.  over  and  above  the  Charges  of 
executing  laid  Employments,  unlefs  they  lhali 
live  and  actually  relide  fix  Kalendar  Months  at 
lead,  in  each  Year  in  the  Kingdom. 

Which  Tax  or  Duty,  out  of  fuch  Salaries  or 
Penfions,  (hall  be  ftopped  and  deducted  by  the 
Vice-Trea furers  or  fuch  Perfons  who  are  to  pay 
the  fame,  and  they  are  to  pay  the  fame  to  the 
Vice-Trealurers,  to  be  accounted  for  to  His  Ma- 
jefty. 

And  the  faid  Tax  out  of  the  Profits  and  Fees 
of  luch  Abfentee’s  Office,  (hall  be  (lopped  by  the 
Deputy  of  fuch  abfent  Perfon,  and  paid  to  the 
Vice- I'reafurers,  to  be  accounted  for  as  aforelaid, 
and  fuch  Deputy  (hall,  within  one  Month  after 
the  Tax  becomes  due,  give  in  upon  Oath,  an  Ac- 
count of  the  nett  Profits  of  fuch  Employment, 
before  a Baron  of  the  Exchequer,  or  two  juhices 
of  the  Peace,  which  Account  lhall  be  fent  to  the 
Vice-Treafurers ; and,  in  Cafe  of  O million  or 
Negledt  by  fuch  Deputy,  he  (hall  be  incapable 
of  exercifing  or  holding  fuch  Deputation,  and 
(hall  forfeit  One  Hundred  Pounds,  one  Moiety 
to  the  King,  and  the  other  to  the  Perfon  who 
lhall  fue  for  the  fame. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Commiffioners  of  the  Re- 
venue, the  Agents  of  the  Regiments,  and  the 
Agents  of  Perfons  entitled  to  receiv’d  any  Salary 
or  Penfions  (hall,  refpedlively,  on  or  before  the 
i ft  of  February , Yearly,  deliver  in  upon  Oath, 
before  the  Perions  aforelaid,  to  the  bell  of  their 

Know- 
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Knowledge,  a Lift  or  Account  of  fuch  of  the  Of- 
ficers of  the  Revenue,  Officers  of  Regiments, 
above  the  degree  of  a Field  Officer,  and  of  the 
Perfons  entitled  to  receive  fuch  Salaries  and  Pen- 
sions, who  fhail  be  abfent  fix  Months  in  the 
Year,  ending  25th  of  December  next  preceding, 
and  in  Cafe  of  Negled  or  Refufal,  fuch  Secre- 
tary or  Agent  fhail  be  difabled  to  hold  fuch 
Office. 

This  Ad  not  to  extend  to  charge  with  faid 
Tax,  any  of  the  Defendants  of  His  Majefty’s 
Royal  Grand-father,  nor  the  Lord  Lieutenant  or 
other  Chief  Governor,  or  their  Principal  Secre- 
tary, or  to  Officers  of  fuch  Regiments  as  fhail  be 
commanded  Abroad  on  the  King’s  Service,  nor 
to  Officers  under  the  Degree  of  a Field  Officer, 
nor  to  the  Half-pay  Officers,  or  Widows  of  Of- 
ficers. 

This  Tax,  with  feveral  others,  is  appropriated 
to  the  Payment  of  the  Intereft  of  the  National 
Debt ; and  in  Cafe  of  any  Overplus,  to  the  Pay- 
ment of  the  Principal ; for  the  Ad  direds  from 
and  after  Payment  Gf  the  Intereft  of  the  Loan, 
and  as  often  as  any  Surplus  or  Exceeding,  a- 
mounting  to  5000I.  fhail  be  raifed,  then  there 
be  a Drawing  of  the  Debentures,  in  the  Man- 
ner as  direded  by  the  Ad,  giving  twenty  Days 
Notice,  and  a Payment  of  fo  much  of  the  Prin- 
cipal and  Intereft  within  twenty  Days  after  fuch 
Drawing,  and  Intereft  to  ceafe  on  them  after. 

The  Propriety  and  Ufefulnefs  of  this  Tax  is 
univerfally  acknowledged,  and  therefore  we  can 
have  no  Doubt  but  the  fame  patriotic  Principles 
and  Zeal  which  aduated  the  Parliament  to  pafs 
fuch  a Law,  will  influence  future  ones  to  con- 
tinue the  Tax,  and  alfo  endeavour  to  extend  it 
to  other  Claffes  of  Abfentees. 


And 
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And  therefore  it  may  be  ufeful,  not  only  to 
point  out  fuch  Defeats  in  the  prefent  Law,  as  in 
fome  Meafure  fruftrate  the  good  Purpofes  for 
which  it  wasdefigned,  and  fubmittothe  Wifdom 
of  Parliament  fuch  Remedies  as  occur ; but  to 
fuggeft  to  what  other  Claifes  of  Abfentees  this 
good  Law  may  be  extended,  and  in  what  Man- 
ner, fo  as  to  render  the  Scheme  ftill  more  ufeful 
and  beneficial  to  the  Kingdom. 

As  to  the  firft  of  thefe  Particulars,  the  four 
Shilling  Tax  is  payable  out  of  every  twenty  Shil- 
lings a Tear , which  the  Perfon  fhall  receive,  or 
be  entitled  unto,  by  Reafon  of  fuch  Salary,  Pro- 
fits of  Employments,  Fees,  or  Penfions.  Now, 
where  a Perfon  does  not  continue  a Year  in  Of- 
fice, as  frequently  is  the  Cafe  of  the  Vice-Trea- 
furers  of  Ireland , and  many  others,  for  we  find 
Employments  fluduate,  as  the  Miniftry  or  their 
Favourites  do,  how  is  fuch  a Perfon  to  be  tax- 
ed ? It  feems  to  be  moft  reafonable,  in  Proportion 
to  the  Time  he  continues  in  Office,  or  has  the 
Penfion. 

Suppofe  an  Officer  or  Penfioner,  liable  to  the 
Tax,  comes  at  the  End  of  the  Year,  in  Perfony 
and  demands  his  whole  Money,  how  is  the  Pay- 
mafter  to  know  how  long  he  has  been  abfent, 
and  if  liable  to  the  Tax;  for,  by  the  Ad,  he 
cannot  fwear  the  Principal  ? Why  fhouid  he  not 
be  empowered  and  required  to  fwear  the  Princi- 
pal, as  well  asjiis  Agent  ? 

Where  a Penfion  or  Office  is  held  in  Truft  for 
another  (as  frequently  may  be  and  is  the  Cafe.) 
for  one  of  thefe  Abfentees  may  give  up  or  fur- 
render  his  Office  or  Penfion,  or  get  a Grant  of 
either  to  a Refident  in  Truft,  that  does  notfeem 
to  be  within  theexprefs  Words  of  the  Ad  ; and 

yet 
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yet  no  one  will  fay,  in  Point  of  Reafon,  but 
the  Tax  fbould  be  paid  out  of  that  Penfion  or 
Office,  for  the  Profits  are  fpent  Abroad,  and 
therefore  the  Adt  fhould  extend  to  them,  and 
fuch  Refident,  Penfioner,  or  Officer,  fhould  be 
required,  before  they  are  paid  their  Penfions  or 
Salaries,  or  be  entitled  to  Fees,  to  difcover  the 
Matter  on  Oath. 

The  Adi  requires  that  the  Commiffioners  of 
the  Revenue,  the  Agents  of  Regiments,  the  A- 
gents  of  Perfons  entitled  to  receive  any  Salary  or 
Penfions,  before  the  lftof  February  in  each  Year, 
fhould  give  in  upon  Oath,  to  the  belt  of  their 
Knowledge,  a Lift  or  Account  of  the  Officers  of 
the  Revenue,  Officers  of  Regiments,  or  Perfons 
entirled  to  Salaries  or  Penfions,  who  (hall  be  ab- 
fent  fix  Months  in  the  Year  ; but  the  Adt  does 
not  fix  any  particular  Time  for  Payment  of  the 
Tax  or  Money,  due  by  the  Adt,  though  the 
Tax  is,  by  the  Adt,  due  the  25th  of  December 
in  each  Year,  and  by  this  Means  no  one  can  fay 
what  the  Tax  amounts  to,  till  the  Agents  come 
in  and  pay  the  Tax,  nor  till  People  bring  in 
their  Debentures  from  the  Auditor  General’s  Of- 
fice to  the  Treafury,  to  be  paid.  Some  Time 
fhould  be  fixed  for  the  Payment,  or  to  be  charg- 
ed with  the  Tax. 

Officers  Widows  are  exempted  by  the  Adt, 
and  are  not  to  pay  the  Tax  ; the  Intention  cer- 
tainly was,  that  they  fhould  not  pay  the  Tax  out 
of  the  little  Pittance  they  have,  as  an  Officer’s 
Widow,  but,  under  Pretence  of  this  Exception, 
Officer’s  Widows  that  may  have  large  Penfions 
may  contend,  though  otherwife  clearly  liable  to 
the  Tax,  that  they  fhall  be  excufed. 

The  Agent  of  the  Penfioners  fwears,  that  fuch 

and 
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and  fuch,  being  Abfentees,  are  liable  to  the  Tax* 
but  fays  nothing  as  to  the  reft.  Should  fay,  to 
the  beft  of  his  Knowledge  and  Belief  the  reft, 
naming  them,  are  refident,  and  not  liable  to 
the  Tax. 

Thefe  are  only  fome  of  the  Defers  that  ap- 
pear on  the  Pace  of  the  A (ft,  to  Gentlemen  of 
Knowledge  and  Experience  in  Bufmefs  of  this 
Kind,  others  may  occur,  who,  no  Doubt  in  pro- 
per Time,  will  fuggeft  them,  foas  they  may  be 
amended. 

I am  ferry  to  fay  it,  this  Tax  has  not  pro- 
duced fo  much  as  the  fanguine  Hopes  of  many 
Lovers  to  their  Country  made  them  fuggeft, 
for  it  has  not  been  found  to  exceed  about  £>  1 5,000 
a Year,  from  the  Revenue,  Army,  and  other 
Officers  and  Penfioners,  who  were  Abfentees. 
It  is  imagined  the  Tax  would  have  rofe  confide- 
rably  higher,  had  not  the  good  Intention  of  the 
Legiftature  been  in  feme  Meafure  fruftrated  by 
the  above  Means  and  Defeats,  which  it  is  to  be 
hoped  their  Wifdom  will  prevent  for  the  fu- 
ture. 

Many  Men  think  that  a Nation’s  being  in 
Debt  to  a reafonable  Amount  (with  Refpe<ft  to 
its  Circumftances)  is  rather  beneficial ; and  it  is 
much  ftronger  fo  if  they  are  in  Debt,  as  is  the 
Cafe  of  Ireland  in  general  only  to  themfelves, 
as  there  will  then  be  no  Drain  of  its  Cafh,  for  the 
Intereft,  to  Foreigners  ; but  this  muft  be  conli- 
dered,  when  the  National  Debt  and  Funds  are 
fo  managed  and  circumftanced,  as  that  they 
may  be  made  Ufe  of  as  a certain  Negotiable  Se- 
curity, for  Merchants,  Traders,  and  all  monied 
Men,  to  lay  out  and  depofit  their  Money,  for 
any  Time  they  may  think  proper,  or  fuits  their 
O Convenience* 
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Convenience,  and  from  whence  they  may  have 
a reasonable  Profit  or  Intereft  during  that  Time, 
and  a Certainty  of  getting  in  their  Money,  by  a 
Sale  or  Alignment,  whenever  they  have  Occa- 
fion.  There  is  nothing  in  the  World  fo  benefi- 
cial to  Trade  as  a National  Debt,  made  Uie  of 
for  fuch  a Purpofe. 

As  to  extending  this  Tax  to  other  Gaffes  of 
Abfentees,  befides  thole  enumerated  in  the  above 
Adi,  it  certainly  may  be  done,  and  the  Benefits 
are  obvious,  from  what  has  been  mentioned  the 
Eftates  of  Gentlemen  whofe  Incomes  makeup 
fo  large  a Sum  in  the  Lift  of  Abfentees,  have 
rifen  moft  amazingly,  perhaps  Double,  nay 
Treble,  within  the  laft  thirty  or  thirty-five  Years, 
and  are  likely  to  do  fo  every  Day.  What  has 
been  the  Occafion  of  this  ? Why  chiefly  the  Im- 
provements of  our  Lands,  and  thereby  a great 
Encreafe  of  our  Agriculture,  Trade  and  Manu- 
factures, and  nothing  has  encouraged  the  Im- 
provement of  our  Land  fo  much,  as  the  great 
Spirit  that  has  been  exerted  of  late  through  the 
Kingdom,  not  only  for  making  all  our  old  Roads 
good  and  commodious,  but  cutting  new  Ones, 
through  large  diftn&s  where  no  Roads  were  be- 
fore, which  in  FaS,  is  an  Acquifition  to  the 
Public,  of  new  Countries  and  People,  for  there- 
by they  aFe  encouraged  to  cultivate  their  Ground, 
and  bring  the  Produce  of  it  to  Markets,  they 
were  in  Effedt  Strangers  to  before. 

I have  been  informed  by  a Gentleman  in  pub- 
lic Station,  who  has  had  both  Opportunity,  and 
made  it  his  Bufinefs  to  be  truly  informed  of  the 
Taxes  raifed  upon  the  People  of  Ireland,  for  the 
repairing  and  making  of  Highways;  he  fays  it 
has  been  rifing  for  many  Years  laft  paft. 

'Now 
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Now  it  is  about  / 1 50,000  or  £.  200,000  Year- 
ly. Now,  not  one  Farthing  of  this  very  large  An- 
nual Tax  of£.  150,000  or  £.  200,000,  goes  out 
of  the  Pocket  of  the  Abfentee  Landlord,  for  it 
is  all  paid  by  the  Tenant,  or  Perfon  in  a<ftual 
Poffellion  of  the  Land,  and  yet  no  Perfon  in  the 
World  has  a greater  Benefit  by  it,  than  he:-  for 
his  Eftate  riles  and  is  likely  to  dofo,  as  the  Roads 
'amended  and  his  Lands  thereby  improved.  Can 
there  be  any  one  Reafon  fuggefted  why  thefe 
Gentlemen  fhould  not  contribute,  in  lome  Sort* 
towards  the  Payment  of  a Tax  they  have  fo  much 
Benefit  by  ? 

Suppofe  all  Eftates  of  Perfons,  who  are  not 
refident  fix  Months  in  the  Year,  fhould  be  liable 
to  a double  Road  Tax,  one  to  be  paid  as  ufual 
by  the  Tenant  or  PoffelTor,  and  the  other  by  the 
Tenant  alfo,  on  the  Collector  of  fuch  Taxes  Re- 
ceipt, and  the  Tenant  to  be  allowed  in  his  Rent, 
for  fo  much  as  the  Receipt  amounts  to,  by  fuch 
Abfentee  Landlord  or  his  Agent,  and  the  Sum  to 
arife  by  this  double  Road  Tax  to  be  applied 
for  the  Repair  of  Roads  within  the  Barony  by 
the  Grand-jury.  Or  fuppofe  a Shilling  in  the 
Pound,  or  any  other  Sum,  or  an  Acroabie  Tax 
was  laid  on  all  Abfentees  Eftates  either  by  Par- 
' liament  or  a Power  given  to  the  Grand-jury  for 
that  Purpofe,  and  the  Money  to  be  paid  by  the 
Tenant,  and  he  to  be  allowed  for  it  out  of  his 
Rent,  and  the  Money  to  be  applied  under  cer- 
tain Reftridtions  and  Regulations,  towards  eaf- 
ing  the  induftrious  Farmer,  of  feme  Part  of  this 
heavy  Tax.  But  lome  Men  v/iil  cry  out  at  this 
Tax,  as  it  would  look  like  a Land  Tax ; they 
would  not  be  fo  much  alarmed  at  this,  if  they 
confidered  how  many  Taxes  are  already  laid  up- 
02  on 
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cn  Land  ; is  not  this  very  Road  Tax,  on  Land 
all  Parifh  Cedes  and  many  others  ? 

Several  other  Clafles  of  Abfentees  may  well 
be  taxed  and  ought  to  be  fo,  and  People  would 
be  better  pleafed  to  fee  the  Produce  of  them, 
and  even  that  on  the  Placemen  and  Penfioners 
applied  to  the  Benefit  of  Charities,  or  public 
Works,  or  towards  the  eafing  the  Manufacturer 
and  Artificer,  of  fome  of  the  Taxes  on  the 
Neceflaries  of  Life. 

I mentioned  before  feveral  Matters  taken 
notice  of  in  this  Treatife,  have  received  material 
alteration  from  the  Wifdom  of  Parliament,  fince 
the  publication  of  former  Editions;  and  indeed, 
the  Conftitution,  Rights,  Trade  and  Commerce 
of  this  Kingdom,  have  been  lately  fet  free,  and 
greatly  improved  by  the  noble  and  generous 
Spirit  of  the  Volunteers  and  Parliament  of  this 
Kingdom,  and  the  liberal  Way  of  Thinking  of 
the  Parliament  and  People  of  Great  Britain — 
for  which,  1 hope,  we  fh'all  fhew  upon  all  Oc- 
cafions,  the  mod:  grateful  Senfe,  and  confider 
them  as  a People  we  muff  and  ought  to  fland 
and  fall  by. 

The  laving  open  the  Trade  and  Commerce 
to  this  Kingdom,  of  the.  Britifh  Colonies  in 
America,  has  certainly  been  a very  bountiful 
and  beneficial  Favour  to  this  Kingdom,  and  the 
countenancing  and  opening  a general  Freedom 
of  Trade,  defer ve  the  mod  grateful  acknow- 
ledgments. It  is  true,  thefe  Concedions  are 
upon  our  paying  equal  Taxes  and  Duties  with 
Great  Britain  ; and  it  teems  to  be  juft  and 
reafonable  that  it  fhould  be  fo,  and  yet  it  is 
fomewhat  doubtful,  whether  we,  (as  at  prefent 
circumftanced)  are  able  to  do  fo ; but  of  this, 

in 
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in  a little  Time  we  fhall  be  better  able  to  judge, 
and  we  muft  trull  to  the  Wifdom  of  our  Legis- 
lature, the  fixing  the  Equalisation  Duties  at  Such 
a Rate  and  Manner,  as  will  bell  anfwer  the 
Juftice  and  Intention  of  both  Nations,  and  at 
the  fame  Time,  not  let  the  Englilh  lean  unrear 
fonably  hard  on  this  Country,  or  Suffer  a few 
People  here,  in  any  particular  Trade,  to  mono- 
polize or  raife  the  Price  of  any  Commodity,  to 
an  unj  uft  high  Price. 

1 know  Some  of  the  Inhabitants  and  Traders 
in  Sugars  and  other  Articles  from  America,  would 
chearfully  trade  and  deal  with  the  People  of 
this  Country,  and  come  directly  here,  but  for 
the  Difficulty  they  dread  in  getting  a proper 
Alfortmeni:  of  Goods  to  make  a Return.  I re- 
joice much,  fince  the  Peace  fome  Attempts  and 
Efforts  have  been  made,  and  are  making,  to 
get  over  this  Difficulty  *. 

It  is  amazing  to  fee  and  confider  of  the  great 
Improvements  that  have  been  made  in  this  Coun- 
try within  the  laft  thirty  or  forty  Years,  in  the 
Agriculture,  Manufactories,  Commerce  and  the 

Conftitution, 

* See  the  Tables  annexed  to  the  former  Part  of  this 
Treatife,  by  which  you  will  fee,  that  our  Imports  from 
Great  Britain,  exceed  the  Balance  of  our  Trade  to  all 
the  World  befide,  and  that  in  1781,  the  Balance  of 
Trade  was  greatly  in  Favour  of  Britain,  and  againft  us ; 
it  was  in  Effeft,  above  a Million  more  againft  us,  than 
in  the  laft,  or  indeed  in  the  former  Years,  and  you  fee 
the  Imports  from  England,  at  all  Times  exceed  the  Ba- 
lance of  our  Trade,  from  all  the  reft  of  the  World.  How 
we  fubfifted  when  the  Imports  fo  greatly  exceeded  our 
Exports,  as  the  Balance  was  fo  much  againft  us,  as  in 
1781,  they  muft  be  very  knowing  in  Trade  who  can 
account  for  it,  unlefs  it  was,  that  our  Exports  fell 
greatly  fhort  in  former  Years. 
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Conftitution,  and  even  in  the  polite  Arts  and 
polite  Manners  of  the  People;  and  I think,  we  bid 
fair  to  improve  greatly  every  Day,  in  every  one 
of  thefe  Articles. 

I fhall  beg  Leave  to  mention  fome  of  thofe 
beneficial  Laws  that  were  palled  the  laft  Seffion, 
under  the  Adminiftration  of  the  Duke  of  Port- 
land in  1782,  for  which  we  are  fo  much  obliged 
to  the  Parliament  and  Miniftry  of  Great  Britain. 
Former  Adminiftrations  Teemed  to  have  a timo- 
rous^narrow  Way  of  Thinking,  and  judged  it 
not  right  in  general,  to  truft  confidential  Places 
in  the  hands  of  Aden  of  Family,  Property,  or 
Whigs,  but  new  Men,  whom  they  raifed  one 
Day,  and  might  eafily  kick  down  the  next ; but 
the  late  and  prefent  Adminiftration  feem,  in 
general,  to  be  of  more  generous,  liberal  Senti- 
ments, to  which  we  owe  the  obtaining  feveral 
excellent  Laws,  amongll  the  reft,  the  one  to 
regulate  the  Manner  of  palling  Bills,  and  pre- 
venting the  Delays  in  fummonfing  Parliaments, 
whereby  the  Government  and  Council  here,  arc 
directed  to  certify  all  fuch  Bills  as  both  Houfes 
of  Parliament  fhall  judge  expedient,  without 
Addition,  Diminution,  or  Alteration;  that  all  fuch 
Bills  which  fhall  be  returned,  without  Addition, 
Diminution  or  Alteration,  fhall  pafs  into  a Lav/. 
No  Bill  declared  necelfary  to  be  certified  for 
holding  a Parliament,  but  only  a Licence  for 
that  purpofe,  fir  ft  had  from  his  Majefty  under 
the  great  Seal  of  Great  Britain.  The  Habeas 
Corpus  Adi  for  fecuring  the  Liberty  of  the  Sub- 
jedl.  The  AcT  for  eftablifhing  the  Bank  of 
Ireland,  whereby  Trade  probably  will  be  greatly 
aififted,  by  obtaining  Money  and  Difcount  of 
Bills  on  eafy  Terms;  an  excellent  Law  to  pro- 
mote 
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mote  Trade  and  Manufactures,  by  regulating 
Partnerfhips,  whereby  many  may  join  in  par- 
ticular Sums  for  carrying  on  any  Trade  or  Ma- 
nufacture, without  fubjeCting  their  other  Property 
to  any  Rifk.  The  Att  for  Redrefs  of  erroneous 
Judgments,  Orders  and  Decrees,  whereby  from 
henceforth  they  fhali  be  finally  examined  and 
reformed  in  the  High  Court  of  Parliament  in 
this  Kingdom  only.  The  ACt  for  fecuring  the 
Independency  of  Judges,  and  the  impartial  Ad- 
miniilration  of  Juftice,  whereby  they  are  con- 
tinued in  Office  during  their  good  Behaviour, 
and  their  Salaries  alfo  whilft  in  Office,  and  re- 
mo  v cable  only  by  the  King  on  Addrefs  of  both 
Houfes  of  Parliament.  The  ACt  for  confirming 
particular  Statutes,  and  relative  to  particular 
Subjects  made  in  England.  The  ACt,  rendering 
the  Conformity  to  the  ProtefLint  Religion  more 
eafy  and  expeditious,  and  for  regulating  the 
Education  and  Guardianfhip  of  the  Children  of 
Papifts,  and  as  we  have  gone  fo  far  in  endea- 
vouring to  unite  the  Sentiments  of  Proteflants 
and  Papifts,  by  which  alone  we  can  be  a con~ 
fiderable  and  powerful  People,  and  all  Thoughts 
of  that  Popifh,  ungrateful  and  juftly  abandoned 
Stewart  Race,  are  laid  afide  *,  it  is  to  be  wifhed, 
that  we  had  reftored  to  their  Honours  (but 
not  to  their  Seats  in  Parliament,  unlefs  upon 
Conformity  to  the  eftablifhed  Church)  feveral 
of  the  antient  Nobility  of  this  Land,  who  have 
forfeited  their  Titles  by  Attainders,  Outlawries, 
and  Englifh  Ads  of  Parliament,  on  Account  of 
fome  of  theRebellions  formerly,  a Set  of  men  who 
for  many  Years  antiently  protected  the  Englifh 
Pale  and  Englifh  Intereh;  in  this  Kingdom,  and 
whofe  Families  have  fome  merit  on  that  Head. 

Richard 
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Richard  Lawrence,  Efq-,  a very  learned  and 
ingenious  Man,  who  was  for  many  Years  in  a 
Public  Station  in  this  Kingdom,  in  his  Treadle 
on  the  State  and  Interell  of  Ireland,  printed  in 
1682,  gives  you  the  following  Lift  of  the  Nobi-1 
my  of  Ireland  in  the  Year  1571. 


EARLS.  Lord  Courcey 

Fitzgerald,  Kildare  Lerd  Fleming  of  Slane 

Butler,  Ormond  and  OfTory  Plunket  of  Killyne 


Fitzgerald,  Defmond 
Bourk,  CUnrickard 
O’Brene,  Thomond 
Mac  Carthy  Mire,  Clancar 
VISCOUNTS. 
Barrie 
Roche 

Prefton,  Gormanftown 


Newgent  of  Delvin 
St.  Laurence  of  Howth 
Plunket  of  Doonefanny 
Barnwell  of  Trimleflon 
Butler  of  Dunboyne 
Fitzpatrick  of  Upper  Oflory 
Clonagh  Mac  Gilpatrick 
Plunket  of  Louth 


Euftace,  alias  Power  of  Balt-  O’Neal  of  Dungannon 


inglafs 

Butler,  Mountgarret 
Deces 

BARONS. 
Bermingham,  Athenry 
In.  Bermingham 
Mac  Morice,  alias  Fitzgerald 
of  Kerry 


Power  of  Curraghmore 
Mac  Sureton  of  Defert 


O’ 


of  Inchecuin 


Mac  Coftelagh  Lord  Nangle 
Mac  Wilham  Bourk  Lord  of 
Eighter  Connaught 


This  ingenious  Man,  Mr.  Laurence,  gives 
you  likewife  a very  curious  and  particular  Ac- 
count of  the  Antiquities  and  Circumftances  of 
this  Country  in  thefe  early  Times,  and  the  Im- 
provements that  may  be  made  in  it,  and  he 
laments  much  the  intolerable  Charge  and  Ex- 
pence Ireland  is  at  by  its  Abfentees,  and  Drain 
of  Cafh,  and  ftates  them  to  be  every  Way  up- 
wards of  £900,000,  and  iikewife  the  Civil  Efta- 
blifhment  of  the  Kingdom  to  be  £115916,  and 
the  Military  £166392,  and  the  Lift  of  Penfions 
then  to  be£u,2O0,  of  which  paid  to  Perfons 
in  England  £5,780,  and  tells  you  of  a Council 

of 
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b?  Trade  being  eftablifhed  about  the  Tear  1664, 
by  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  Lord  Lieutenant,  and 
gives  you  their  lnftrudions  and  Proceedings; 
and  tells  you  of  the  DiftrefTes  of  the  Poor  of  Ire- 
land, and  the  Means  of  fupporting  them ; but 
the  mod  ingenious  Man  that  has  written  on  that 
Subject,  is  a Mc  Pharland  on  the  Poor,  who 
thews  you  to  Demonftration  that  the  moft  effedual 
and  cheapeft  Method,  as  well  as  the  happieit 
for  thePpor,  is  by  allowing  them  very  fmall  Pen- 
fions  at  their  Homes,  and  by  it  you  can  fupport 
five  Times  the  Number  of  Poor* 

With  Refped  to  the  Act  for  eftablifhing  the 
Jurifdiction  of  the  Lords  in  Gales  of  Appeals  and 
Writs  of  Error,  many  People  dread  theConfe- 
quences  of  private  Influence*  which  may  in  a 
great  Meafure  be  got  over  by  referring  Matters  of 
Doubt  or  Difficulty  to  the  Bench  of  Judges,  who 
v/e  muft  fuppofe  will  ad-vife  agreeable  to  the 
Rules  of  Juftice,  and  generally  the  Lords  deter- 
mine agreeably  to  their  Opinion,  where  they 
are  confulted.  If  it  was  confidered  that  Matters 
of  Appeals  were  the  only  Rcafon  of  Annual  Meet- 
ings Parliament,  which  certainly  will  be  a great 
Expence  and  perhaps  Inconvenience  to  the  Nation, 
a Jurifdidion  may  be  eftablifhed  like  the  Exche- 
quer Chamber,  where  all  the  Judges  except  the 
Judges  out  of  whofe  Court  the  Writ  of  Error  or 
Appeal  was  from*  may  hear  and  determine  the 
Matter. 

But  above  all  Things,  it  is  to  be  recommended 
to  fettle  a Table  of  Fees  upon  Writs  of  Error 
and  Appeals,  and  particularly  on  Ads  and  Pro* 
ceedings  in  Parliament*  and  preventing  the  ex- 
orbitant JmpofitionofExpedition  Money  ; indeed 
the  Article  of  Expedition  Money  is  become  fo 
P great 
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great  a Grievance  in  all  the  Courts  of  Lav?* 
Equity,  and  even  the  Ecclefiaftical  Courts,  that 
it  is  highly  becoming,  and  would  be  greatly 
meritorious  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  to  confider 
this  SubjedL  A good  many  Years  ago,  the 
Lords  did  fettle  a Table  of  Fees  for  all  thefe 
Courts,  and  the  Book  was  printed.  And  a No-* 
ble  Lord  did  declare  his  Intention  fome  Years 
ago  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  to  enquire  into  this 
Subjedt,  and  for  that  Purpofe,  did  obtain  an 
Order  of  the  Lords  for  the  Officers  of  all  thofe 
Courts  to  return  a Lift  of  their  Fees,  and  fuch 
as  they  demanded  ^ and  the  fame  was  according- 
ly returned  into  the  proper  Office  in  the  Houfe  of 
Lords,  where  it  is  imagined  they  now  lie,  as  no 
further  Proceedings  were  had  on  the  Subj-edL 
There  is  another  Matter  relative  to  the 
miniftration  of  Juftice,  to  make  good  which,  it 
were  to  be  wifhed  there  were  four  Judges 
in  each  Court.  It  would  obviate  much  one 
great  Inconvenience  which  often  happens  when 
only  three  are  in  a Court,  that  is,  where  two  do 
not  attend  on  account  of  being  interefted  or  Re- 
lations to  fome  of  the  Parties,  or  fome  oher 
Caufe,  then  all  falls  on  one  judge,  and  Matters 
of  Attachments*  which  is  become  very  Oppref- 
five,  as  it  affedts  both  the  Liberty  and  Property 
of  the  Subjedt  without  the  Intervention  of  a Jury,, 
and  fometimes  on  not  a very  folemn  Motion. 
Befides  four  Judges  in  a Court,  would  give  an 
Opportunity  of  a fixth  Circuit,  and  all  to  be 
Judges  of  the  Land,  which  would  obviate  ma- 
ny lnconveniencies,  and  give  the  Judges  who 
are  now  amply  provided  for,  and  may  well  give 
up  a frnall  Part  of  their  Fees  for  the  public  Good, 
an  Opportunity  of  allowing  at  leaft  a third  more 

Time 


Time  than  ufual  in  each  Circuit  Town  which  5s 
much  wanting,  ana  likewise  it  is  much  to  be  wifh- 
ed,  both  Judges  and  Officers,  would  fupport  the 
Dignity  and  Solemnity  of  the  Adminiftration 
of  Juftice  in  the  Country,  in  a much  higher  De- 
gree than  now  prablifed. 

As  moil  of  the  great  Orders  of  Knighthood  in 
Europe  are  founded  on  fome  great  and  memorable 
Events,  People  are  inquifitive  here  upon  what 
Principle  our  New  Order  of  St.  Patrick  is 
founded,  confiding  of  the  King  of  Ireland  as 
Sovereign,  his  Lord  Lieutenant  here  as  Grand- 
Mafler,  and  Fifteen  Knights  Companions,  to 
wear  an  Azure  Blue  Ribbon  with  a Star  on  the 
Breait,  in  the  Center  of  which  is  a Shamrogch, 
the  true  Emblem  of  this  Country,  being  the  mod 
fertile  natural  Grafs  of  any  in  Europe.  Indeed 
the  Event  of  the  Battle  of  the  Boyne  was  a great 
one  to  thefe  Kingdoms,  and  likewife  to  ail  Eu- 
rope, and  might  well  have  been  the  Caufe  of  the 
Inftitution  of  a Military  Order,  but  that  Oppor- 
tunity was  loft.  However,  the  Principle  or 
Event  upon  which  our  Order  is  founded, 
we  will  not  fuppofe  to  be  either  to  anfwer 
Court  Meafures,  or  even  the  Peace,  but  rather 
in  Memory  of  the  Virtue  and  Spirit  of  our  Vo* 
lunteers,  and  the  Refloration  of  the  Conitituti- 
on.  Liberty,  and  Trade  of  Ireland. 

I obferve  a Bill  has  palled  the  Parliament  of 
Great- Britain  retraining  the  Crown  from  Grant- 
ing any  Penfions  exceeding  £.  300  a Year  to 
any  one  Perfon,  and  £ 600  in  the  Whole  in  any 
one  Year,  except  in  Conlequence  of  an  Addreis 
from  rarliament.  Sure  fuch  a Retraining  Law 
is  much  wanting  in  Ireland , when  our  Penfion 
Lift  exceeds  £.  1 00000,  per  Ann.  and  they  are 
P z given 
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given  to  all  Defcriptions  of  Men,  and  I may  fey 
Women  too,  either  in  their  own  Names  or  in 
Truft  for  them.  A great  Deal  lefs  than  half  the 
Englifli  reftrictive  Terms  may  will  be  adopted 
here;  confidering  the  Circurnftances  of  both  Coun- 
tries. Give  as  bountiful  Salaries  to  ufeful  and 
necelTary  Officers  as  you  pleafe,  but  let  them 
fhare  the  Fate  of  all  other  imprudent  Men,  if 
they  do  not  provide  againft  Age  and  Infirmi- 
ties. 

I mentioned  before  the  Volunteers  of  Ireland, 
and  1 do  it  with  the  utmoft  Refpedtand  Efteem, 
as  I do  believe  our  Emancipation  and  all  the  Be- 
nefits and  Reftoration  of  our  Rip;hts  and  Conftfe 
tution  have  been  in  a great  Meafure  owing  to  the 
Steadinefs  and  Spirit  fhewm  by  them,  and  the 
Refpedt  juflly  paid  to  them  by  all  Europe  : I fay 
jufily,  becaufe  I believe  there  is  no  Inflance  in 
Hiftory,  where  fuch  a Body  of  Men,  I may  fay 
the  whole  Nation  roufed  and  put  themfelves  un- 
der Arms  and  difciplined  themfelves,  in  fo  fhort 
a Time  upon  the  Profpedl  of  Danger  and  Diftrefs 
to  their  Country  ; for  about  the  Year  1778,  Ap- 
plication was  made  by  fome  of  theNorthernCoun- 
ties  to  Government  here,  for  Ailiftance  and  Pro- 
tection from  the  Crews  of  fome  Privateers  who 
had  landed  and  ravaged  the  Country;  they  were 
anfwered  by  Government,  that  the  Troops  were 
engaged  in  other  Services,  and  Government  could 
not  affift  them,  and  that  they  muft  arm  and 
protect  themfelves,  which  was  in  exprefs  Terms 
confenting  and  calling  upon  the  Country  to  arm, 
and  accordingly  they  did  fo  all  over  the  Kingdom, 
I may  fay  inftantly  in  a Manner,  and  this  Pro- 
ceeding in  a great  Meafure,  anfwers  the  Objec- 
tion that  has  been  made,  of  the  Volunteers  arm- 
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ii  J without  the  Command  or  Con  Cent  of  Govern- 
ment. 

It  is  faid,  and  I believe  with  Truth,  that  the 
Volunteers  have  muttered  82,000  Men,  many 
People  think  100,000  ; that  they  could  upon  og- 
cafion,  take  the  Field  with  about  56,000  Men, 
and  that  they  would  fpiritediy  and  chearfully 
affift  Great  Britain  in  Cafe  of  an  Invafion  or 
great  Dittrefs,  with  20,000  well  armed  and 
difciplined  Men.  Is  it  not  furprizing  to  fay,  fuch 
a body  of  Men,  with  a great  many  Tents, 
Camp  Equipages,  and  field  Pieces,  well  armed 
and  cloathed,  with  Colours  and  Standards, 
which  could  not  have  occafioned  a lefs  Expence 
than  about  ten  or  twelve  Pounds  a Man,  about 
fix  or  eight  Hundred  Thoufand  Pounds  fhould 
be  raifed  without  any  Government  Expence  or 
national  Tax,  but  folely  from  the  voluntary  Aid 
and  Ailiftance  of  the  People,  and  that  thofe  very 
Men  fhould  obferve  fuch  Order  and  Difcipline, 
fo  as  no  one  Complaint  to  the  contrary  has  been 
made,  and  they  have  been  ready  and  have 
actually  affitted  the  Civil  Magiftrates  upon  many 
Occafions,  to  enforce  the  Lav/s  and  preferve 
Peace  and  good  Order  all  over  the  Kingdom, 
and  to  whofe  Exertions  and  Spirit  we  owe  the 
total  Suppreffion  of  the  White  Boys,  Oak  Boys, 
and  all  other  riotous  and  tumultuous  Aflemblies 
or  Mobs. 

It  is  to  be  wifhed  for,  and  hoped,  feme  Scheme 
may, be  hit  upon,  in  fome  Sort,  to  keep  alive 
the  Spirit  of  the  Volunteers,  by  fome  occafional 
Meetings  of  a few  of  them,  that  if  ever  there 
fhould  be  Qccafion,  a like  Spirit  may  be  roufed* 
if  fo,  a Militia  would  be  entirely  unneceflary : 
many  Attempts  have  been  made,  and  Difficulties 

have 
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nave  arifen  relative  to  the  eftablifhing  a Militia, 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  the  Duke  of  Bedford’s 
Adminiftration,  took  great  Pams  to  regu- 
late a Bill  for  that  Purpofe,  and  it  went  over  to 
England,  and  was  there  reje&ed. 

I have  heard  it  faid,  that  Soldiers  have  a Right 
to  a£t  as  Peace  Officers,  and  command  the 
Peace,  that  is  certainly  faying  a great  Deal  * but 
where  an  Army  is  raifed  and  paid  by  Parliament, 
the  Crown  has  a Power  to  command  and  direcf 
that  Army  to  march  upon  all  Occafions,  and 
obeying  fuch  Orders  are  going  upon  their  law- 
ful Occafions,  and  they  mud  obey,  and  if  any 
Man  or  Body  of  Men  obftrudt  or  endeavour  to 
prevent  the  Military  purfuing  fuch  lawful  Occa- 
fions, they  have  a Right  of  repelling  Force  by 
Force,  and  to  take  up  fuch  Difturbers  of  the 
public  Peace. 

The  Volunteers  of  Ireland  had  no  fuch  Diffi- 
culties to  flruggle  with,  for  when  ever  they  were 
employed  to  enforce  the  Laws,  or  preferve  the 
Peace,  they  had  always  at  their  He^d  feveral 
peace  Officers  and  Juflices  of  Peace. 

To  the  Honour  of  the  Volunteers  of  Ireland, 
they  confidered  themfelves  not  only  as  military 
Men  but  as  Citizens,  and  upon  many  Occafions, 
delivered  their  Sentiments  upon  political  Subje&s 
much  to  their  Credit,  and  the  Benefit  of  the  Na- 
tion, as  they  have  frequently  been  adopted  by 
the  general  Voice  of  the  People,  and  by  Parlia- 
ment, the  Voice  of  the  People  fo  fupported,,  has 
prevailed  againfi;  the  ufual  parliamentary  Influ- 
ence, and  even  of  that  of  tfie  rotten  part  of  the 
Conftitution,  the  private  or  clofe  Boroughs. 
In  England,  the  Borough  influence  alarms  great- 
ly; how  much  more  ought  it  to  do  fo  in  Ireland, 
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where  it  appeared  from  a late  Publication  in  the 
News- papers,  which  ftated  the  Fadl  and  could 
not  be  well  denied,  that  about  ninety-two  Bo- 
roughs were  confidered  as  clofe  and  private,  and 
not  above  fifty-eight  double  Seats  of  Counties, 
Cities,  &c.  as  open  and  popular. 

The  Magiftracy  of  Ireland  have  been  well  fup- 
ported  by  the  Volunteers,  particularly  in  Dublin, 
where  they  have  a&ed  upon  fpirited  and  liberal 
Principles,  and  the  Magiftracy  would  certainly 
be  ftill  better  fupported  by  all  Ranks  of  People, 
and  the  police  of  this  great  City  would  be  mana- 
ged much  better  were  the  City  divided  into 
Wards,  and  Magiftrates  elected  by  the  Freemen 
inhabiting  each  Ward;  then  the  moft  refpe&a- 
ble  Men  would  be  eledted  Magiftrates,  and  all 
the  Ward  would  rife  to  a Man  in  Support  of  their 
own  Magiftrate. 

It  has  been  Paid,  I think,  no  Power  or  Body 
of  Men  whatfoever  have  or  ever  had  a Right  to 
make  Laws  to  bind  this  Country,  and  that  there 
ought  not  to  be  any  great  Difficulty  in  renoun- 
cing any  fuch  Claim  ; force  may  think  the  Ufage 
for  fome  Years  gives  a Right,  certainly  no  Ufage 
gives  a legal  Right,  that  is  not  uninterrupted 
and  acquiefced  in,  which  is  not  the  Cafe 
here,  for  another  Body  of  Men,  the  Parlia- 
ment of  Ireland  with  the  King  of  England  at 
their  Head  exercifed  that  Right,  and  the  People 
and  Juries  of  Ireland  upon  many  Occafions  re- 
fa  fed  to  fubmit  or  find  in  Support  of  fuch  Laws, 
or  the  Direction  of  Judges  on  that  Head,  particu- 
larly relative  to  the  franking  of  Letters. 

It  is  to  be  wilhed,  this  Bufmefs  of  the  Poll- 
Office  was  put  on  a better  Footing,  I am  fure, 
if  left  to  this  Kingdom,  and  the  franking  of 
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Letters  taken  away,  which  certainly  is  no  great 
Matter  as  at  prefent  circumftanced,  for  one  Half 
of  the  Letters  franked,  are  upon  trifling  infigni- 
ficant  Bufmefs  and  Occafions,  and  if  the  Public 
andTrade  had  the  Benefit  given  them  as  in  France, 
of  all  Letters  under  Half  an  Ounce  (about  a Sheet 
and  Half  of  thin  Paper)  being  charged  as  Angle 
Letters,  and  an  Ounce  as  double*  and  further  as 
at  prefent,  and  all  Impositions  and  Delays  pre- 
vented, particularly  that  great  one,  for  the  ex- 
peditious Delivery  of  Letters,  where  one  Coffee- 
houfe  in  this  City  is  charged  for  eleven  Englifil 
News-papers  and  two  Irifft  72I.  a Year,  and  for 
expedition  in  Delivery  92 1.  being  a feparate 
Charge  on  each  Paper.  If  the  prefent  Charges 
are  not  adequate  to  the  payment  of  Clerks  and 
Salaries,  raifc  the  Charges,  and  let  every  Man 
have  his  Letters  equally  and  expeditioufly  deliver- 
ed, for  that  it  can  be  done  is  evident,  from  what 
the  expedition  Fee  produces;  and  in  Trade, 
the  equal  and  expeditious  Delivery  of  Letters  is 
of  the  greateft  Confequence;  the  Pofl-oflice  Reve-» 
nue  would  bring  in,  inflead  of  about  fifteen 
thoufand  Pounds,  above  fixty  or  eighty  thoufand 
Pounds  a Year,  and  the  Public  would  be  better 
ferved  with  a great  Conveniency  to  the  Pofi-office. 

England  wifely  clears  off  a confiderable  Part 
of  their  Debt  by  the  Lownefs  of  their  peace  Efta- 
blifhment ; I hope  Ireland  will  do  the  like,  and 
not  do  as  they  did  upon  the  Conclufion  of  the 
laft  War  by  theLargenefs  of  theirs,  whereby  they 
run  confiderably  in  Debt  in  Time  of  Peace. 

Some  People  may  think,  that  Ireland  ought 
to  contribute  towards  the  Expence  and  Charges 
which  Britain  is  at  to  enable  her  to  afford  Protect 
lion  to  herfelf  and  Ireland  * it  is  very  true,  we 
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receive  Fi*oteftion  and  Refped  from  abroad  frbm 
her  Power  and  Navy,  but  I could  wifh  fuch  Peo- 
ple would  confider,  what  Ireland  pays  and  con- 
tributes to  the  Benefit  of  Britain,  for  fuch  Protec- 
tion and  Support,  above  a Million  in  her  Trade* 
allifts  her  in  manning  her  Navy,  and  raifing  and 
recruiting  her  Army ; the  Irifh  crown  Army  is 
really  a Nurfery  both  in  Time  of  War  and  Peace 
for  the  Britifh ; add  to  this,  the  Refpedt  paid  tc* 
Britain  by  the  powers  of  Europe  upon  Account  of 
their  Connexion  with  and  Afliflance  from  Ireland, 
but  above  all,  fee  what  an  immenfe  Treafure  i$ 
thrown  into  the  Lap  of  Great  Britain  annually* 
from  the  immenfe  Sum  tranfmitted  on  account  of 
the  Abfentees  of  this  Kingdom*  no  lefs  than  two 
Millions  in  the  Whole. 

When  all  thefe  Matters  are  duly  confidered,  I 
am  fure  no  reafonabte  Man  can  have  any  fuch 
Way  of  thinking  ; this  was  the  Rock  that  Britain 
fplit  upon,  and  brought  her  into  that  ruinous 
War  with  America*  notwithftanding  that  they 
received  by  her  Trade  and  many  of  tne  Bene** 
fits  above  mentioned,  yearly,  above  two  Mil- 
lions. 

I hope  never  tc  hear  of  Tontine  or  Annuity 
Schemes  for  raifing  public  Money,  they  are  both 
pernicious  to  the  Nation  which  borrows  and  the 
Perfon  that  lends;  for,  as  to  the  former*  the 
Annuity  would*  with  its  Intereft,  in  lefs  than 
forty  Years,  be  equal  to,  or  raife  the  Sum  want- 
ed, whereas  the  Life  Annuities  on  the  Tontine 
will  probably  laft  (to  the  great  Lofs  of  the  Nation) 
between  eighty  and  one  hundred  Years,  (fome 
of  the  Lives  may  fo  long  live)  and  as  to  the  lat- 
ter, the  Lender,  'what  he  gave  iool.  for,  he 
would  not  now  get  above  36  or  40I.  for,  his  An- 
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uuity  of  fix  Pounds  for  the  Life  of  another  Man, 
would  not  raife  above  fix  or  feven  years  Purchafe. 
Thefe  Schemes  are  fit  for  fuch  an  abfolute  Go- 
vernment as  France,  where  they  may  whittle  it 
down  by  Taxes  even  on  the  very  Tontine  and 
other  Arts  of  Government,  fo  that  it  may  be  en- 
tirely got  rid  of  for  little  or  nothing  in  the  End. 

If  our  National  Expences  rife  conftantly,  as 
they  have  done  for  fome  Years  laft  paft,  in  . Time 
of  profound  Peace,  what  will  be  the  Confequence 
in  the  End,  or  if  we  fhould  be  engaged  in  a 
new  War,  fome  Taxes  of  this  Kind  will  become 
abfolutely  neceflarv,  for  it  will  puzzle  our  ableft 
Financiers  to  find  out  new  Refources  for  Taxa- 
tion. I think  Gentlemen  have  exerted  their 
utmofl  Ingenuity,  even  already,  in  finding  Ways 
and  Means  to  raife  the  Supply  judged  neceffary 
for  the  Nation. 

Some  Men  think  there  would  be  a great  Sa- 
ving of  our  ufual  Expences  if  we  dropped  our 
public  Works  and  other  internal  Expences  and 
Charities,  and  that  it  would  be  better  to  apply 
the  Money  that  has  ufually  gone  that  Way,  to 
Government  Ufes  : there  would  certainly  be  a 
great  Saving,  but  which  is  of  mofl  Public  Utility  ? 

I wifh  Men  that  find  Fault  that  Way  would 
confider,  if  that  be  bad  Oeconomy  and  Mifma- 
nagement  of  the  Public  Money,  what  is  the  great 
Extravagancies  and  Exceffes  they  will  find  in 
the  Civil  and  Military  Eflablifhment  of  this 
Kingdom  in  Penfions,  fmecure  Employments* 
great  additional  Salaries,  and  many  other  Arti- 
cles, Every  Country  applies  fome  Part  of  its 
Revenues  towards  Public  Works,  and  Purpo- 
fes  ufeful  to  its  Manufactures,  Trade  and  Com- 
merce, England  does  greatly  fo  ; fee  what  great 
Sums  are  given  there  Yearly,  towards  public 
Charities,  and  other  large  Sums  to  its  Infant 
Colonies,  whereby  their  Trade  and  Commerce 
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one  Day  will  be  greatly  encreafed.  The  Sums 
we  give  to  encreafe  and  improve  our  Tillage  and 
Lands,  anfwer  juft  the  famePurpofe,  and  1 am 
forry  to  fay  it,  a great  Part  of  our  wild  and  un- 
cultivated Lands,  that  lie  quite  remote  from 
Trade  and  Markets,  ltand  in  as  much  need  of 
Afliftance. 

I own  it,  I do  not  with  to  fee  any  Schemes 
adopted  or  gone  into,  that  may  encreafe  our 
Debt  or  National  Expences,  becaufe  let  foms 
Men  think  what  they  may,  the  Taxes  we  alrea- 
dy pay  lie  very  heavy  on  us,  and  our  Trade  and 
Manufactures,  and  they  are  not  well  acquainted 
with  the  Circumftances  of  this  Country  who  think 
otherwife.  They  fee  only  the  Houfesand  Tables 
of  Men  poffeffed  of  beneficial  Employments,  or 
otherwife  in  affluent  Circumftances,  and  are  not 
acquainted  with  the  wretched  Habitation  and 
Way  of  Living,  of  the  lower  Clafs  of  People,  nay 
of  the  Manufacturers,  Artificer,  and  Farmer. 
Perhaps  what  Taxes  Ireland  raifes,  are  more  in 
Proportion  than  what  England  does,  confidering 
its  Trade,  and  other  Difadvantages,  and  the 
great  Difference  there  is  between  England  and 
Ireland , with  RefpeCt  to  the  Trade  of  England \ 
the  Value  of  its  Lands,  Perfonal  EfFeCts,  and 
Number  of  its  Inhabitants. 

If  Gentlemen  would  make  fome  Computations 
on  the  following  Pleads,  they  would  find  this 
to  be  a Truth,  not  to  be  controverted,  and  that 
upon  Confideration,  no  truer  or  jufter  Plan  or 
Eftimate  can  be  found  or  adapted  for  fuch  a Pur- 
pofe. 

The  French  compute  the  Rents  of  Great- Bri- 
tain at  forty  Eight  Million  ; by  others  they  are  ra- 
ted at  Sixty  Million,  but  fuppofe  them  at  forty 
Million  the  loweft. 
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The  Rents  of  Ireland  being  upwards  of  Eleven 
Million  of  Acres,, at  Four  Shillings  an  Acre,  ar k 
upwards  of  Two  Million,  which  is  near  the  Truth, 
but  fuppofe  at  Six  Shillings,  which  is  Three- 
Million. 

The  Perfonal  Eftate  of  England. , viz.  Jewels, 
K Plate,  P^ftures,  Furniture,  Shipping,  Merchan- 
dize, Stock,  at  leatl  forty  Million,  proba-* 
bly  Sixty. 

That  of  Ireland  infinitely  inferior^  but  fup-* 
pofe  Six  Million. 

The  Souls  in  Great- Britain,  about  Eight  Mil- 
lion, that  of  Ireland  about* Two  Million  and  Half. 

The  Cafh  of  England  about  Twenty  Million, 
that  of  Ireland  about  £.  1,500,000. 

The  PeaceFunds  of  Great+Britain  produce Year- 
ly, about  Ten  or  Eleven  Million  ; Six  or  Seven 
Million  of  which  are  applied  to  the  Payment  of 
the  Intereft  of  their  National  Debt,  and  the  o- 
ther  Four  or  Five  Million  for  the  Current  Ser^ 
vices  of  the  Year. 

The  Annual  Expence  of  each  Soul  in  England. , 
is  computed  at  upwards  of  ten  Pounds  Yearly  ; in 
Ireland  Four  Pounds  ; if  the  People  of  England 
would  live  as  poorly  as  thofe  of  Ireland , for  about 
Three  or  Four  Years,  the  DebTof  England  might 
be  paid  off  nearly. 

Ireland  raifes  as  her  Funds  about  or  under 
£.1,200,000. 

Scotland  by  the  Union,  has  all  the  Benefits 
and  Advantages  of  having  the  Trade  of  England 
laid  open  to  them,  and  many  others,  and  yet  by 
the  Act  of  Union,  whenever  there  is  raifed  on 
Land  in  England  £.  i,99lfil$:  Ss.  $d.  there 
[hall  be  railed  a further  Sum  of  £.  48000,  clear 
of  all  Charges  on  Scotland , and  fo  in  Proportion* 
whieh  is  aigout  one  Part  in  Forty  one. 
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